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TO LADY JONES. 



MADAM, 

I HAVE the honour to prefent 
to your Ladyfhip, the IVIemoirs of the 
Life of Sir William Jones j and it will 
afford me the fincereft pleafure to know, 
that the expe<5VatIohs which induced you 
to requeft me to undertake this work, 
have not been difappointed by the pe- 
&1 of it, 

I have the honour to be, 

MADAM, 

Tour Ladyfliip's moft obedient 
humble Servant, 

TEIGNMOUTH. 

Abham, 
20, J 804. 



The Memoirs and Appendix contain fotn@ 
original compofitions of Sir William Jones, 
which have not hitherto been publilhed; 
they are not of €quaU importance with thofe 
of which the public are in poffeffion ; there 
are ftill more, which I have not ventured to 
print. 

It would have been eafy to have enlarged 
the fize of thefe volumes, but having no am- 
bition to extend them beyond their proper 
limits, I have confined them as clofely as I 
could to the-objeia of them, that of elucidat- 
ing the life and opinions of Sir William 
Jones. With this rule conftantly in my re- 
coUedion, I have avoided diflertations on the 
events of the times ; the notice which I have 
taken of characters incidentally mentioned. 
Is brief and explanatory only; and I have 
fupprefled many obfervations, which would 
have added more to the bulk of the Memoirs, 
than to the information or entertainment of 
the reader. 

I have now given fuch explanation on the 
fubje<Sl of the Memoirs, as appeared to me 
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neceflary j but I cannot conclude the •Rrfiface, 
without mentioning fome information which 
materially affeds an important paflage ift 
thefe Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 249, and which I 
received from Bengal, long after it had beert 
printed. 

The paflage alluded to, is ftated to be an 
exa£t tranflation from one of the mytholdgi- 
cal books of the Hindus ; it firft appeared iri 
a note annexed by Sir William Jones, to an 
Effay on Egypt and the Nile, in the 3d vol. 
of the Afiatic Refearches, by Lieutenant 
(now Captain) Wilford, and relates to Noah 
(under the defignation of Satyavrata) and 
his three fons. 

Captain "Wilford has fihce had the morti- 
fication and regret to difcdver, that he was 
irapofed upon by a learned Hindu, who af- 
fifted his inveftigations, that the Purana, in 
which he aBually and carefully read the paf- 
fage which he communicated to Sir William 
Jones, as an extradl from it, does ntit contain 
it, and that it was interpolated by the dfex- 
trous introduction of a forged Iheet, difco- 



loured, and prepared for the purpofe of dc'- 
ception, and which having ferved this pur- 
pofe, was afterwards withdrawn. 

The uncommon anxiety of Captain Wil-' 
ford to re-examine all the authorities quoted 
in his eflay, led to the deteflion of the im- 
pofition, and he immediately determined to 
publifh it to the world, in another efTay 
which he was then preparing, and which I 
underftand to be now printing in Bengal. 
To guard againft the effects of any accident 
which might prevent the execution of this 
determination, he communicated the circum- 
ftance to his friends, that it might eventually 
be made known to the public, and in the ex- 
planation now fubmitted to them, I only an- 
ticipate the folicitude of Captain Wilfard, to 
expofe the impofition which has been prac- 
tifed on him *. 

* The particulars of the imposition practised upon 
him fay the pandit, whom he employed in making ex- 
tracts from the books of the Hindus, are detailed by 
Captain Wilford, in the introduction to a ly^ork now 
panting in Bengal, under the title of j:» ESSAY on the 
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Iri vol. ii.' p. 175, of the Metroii's, the 
reader will find mention of an unfuccefsful 

Sacred Isles in the West, with other Essajjs connected 
"^ith that Work. 

In the coyrse of collating the San^rit authorities quot- 
ed or referred to, iri this Essay, he discovered some 
discoloratlons in the manuscripts, which led to suspicions 
of deception, which examination fully verified. The 
discovery naturally excited an apprehension, that a si- 
milar imposition had been practised upon him, with 
respect to his former Essay on Egypt and the Nile, and 
he had the mortification to find it well grounded. His 
first step was to inform his friends of it, either verbally, 
or by letters, that he might secure at least the credit of 
the first disdosure. 

*' The forgeries of the pandit, (Captain Wilford ob- 
" serves,) were of three kinds : in the first, a word or 
" two only was altered. In the second, were such le- 
" gends, as had undergone a more material alteration ; 
" and in the third, all those wjiich he had written from 
" memory. 

" With regard to those of the first class, when he 
" found that 1 was resolved to make a collation of the 
" nianuscript, he began to adulterate and disfigure his 
" own manuscript, mine, and the manuscripts of the 
" college, by erasing the original name df the Country, 
" and putting that of Egypt or of Swetam in its place. 

" To prevent my detecting those of the second class, 
" which were not numerous, but of the greatest import- 
" ance in their nature, (and as books in India are not 
" bound as in Europe, and every leaf is loose,) he took 
" out one or two leaves, and substituted others with an 
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attempt of the Hindus, to impofe upon Sir 
William Jones, a forged Sahfcrit book on 
oaths. 

The fame fagacity which detected the 

" adulterous legend. In books of some antiquity, it is 
" not uncommon to see a few new leaves inserted in the 
" room of others that were wanting. 

*' To conceal the more numerous impositions of the 
" third class, he had the patience to write two volumin- 
" ous sections, supposed to belong, one to the Scanda^ 
" Purma, and the other to the Braminda, in which 
" he connected all the legends together, in the usual 
•• style of the Puranas. These two sections, as he wrote 
" them) consist of no less than 12,000 slocas or hneS| 
** the title of which he borrowed." 

The above is an extract from Mr. Wilford's Essay, 
and affords a remarkable; though not a singular instance 
of industry and ingenuity in Uterary forgeries. I shall 
only add, from the same Essay, the following lines im- 
Qiediately applicable to the passage which has pccasioned 
xay remarks. 

" A few instances of the impositions of my pandit, 
" will exen^ify his mode of proceeding. The £rst is a 
" legend of the greatest importance, and is said to be 
" extracted from the Padma. It contains the history 
*' of Noah and his three sons, ^nd is vritten in a mas- 
" terly style. But unfortunately there is not a word 
" of it to be fotmd in that Piirana. It is however 
** mentiojied, though in less explicit terms, in many 
*• Puran,as, ^pd the pandit took particular care in point- 
" ing out to me several passages, which more or less 
" confirmed this interesting legend." 

lAfe—V. I. h 
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fraud in this inftance, might have difcoyered 
the forgery pf the pundit employed by Mr. 
Wilford, if the original document had been 
fubmitted to the infpedtion of Sir William 
JoneSj In this country the fabrications of 
a Chatterton, efcaped for a ffeafon, the pene-. 
tration of the learned and acute. 

In the Poftfcript to the Memoirs, I have 
omitted to mention in its proper place, that 
a monument was eredted at Oxford to the 
memory of Sir William Joiies, by a fubfcripr, 
tion of the gentlemen refiding in Bengal, 
who had received their education at the uni- 
vei'fity there and at Cambridge, The in- 
fcription on the elegant monument executed 
by Flaxman, at the expenfe of Lady Jones, 
and placed in the arjti- chamber to the Chapel 
of Univerfity College, Oxford, is annexed 
to the Preface, 

It has frequently been remarked, that the 
characters of very eminent men cannot be 
clofely examined without a confider^ble di' 
minution of the refpedl, which their general 
fame has excited. 
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From whatever fource this remark may 
have proceeded, or to Svhatever degree of 
truth it may be entitled, I caruiot but ex- 
prefs a folicitude, that it may derive no con- 
firmation from the work now prefented to 
the public. Imprefled with admiration, re- 
fpedt, and efteem for the memory of Sir 
"William Jones, whether I contemplate his 
genius, his learning, or his virtues, 1 wifh 
to transfer my own feelings to the minds of 
my readers; but whilft I diftruft my own 
efforts, I am equally anxious to guard againfl: 
extravagant expedtations in them, and any 
want of difcernment in myfelf. 

TEIGNMOUTH. 



J. ^' 
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LIFE, WRITINGS, AND CORRESPONDENCE, 



SIR WILLIAM JONES. 



The origin of the family of Sir William 
Jones on the maternal fide, has been traced, 
by the induftry. of Lewis Morris, a learned 
Pritifh antiquary, to the ancient Princes and 
Chieftains of North Wales. With whatever 
delight, however, the Cambrian genealogift 
might purfue the line of his anceftry, a bar- 
ren catalogue of uncouth names would fur- 
nifh no entertainment to the reader. I Ihall 
only tranfcribe from the lift a fingle arid 
remarkable name in one of the collateral 
branchesi that of William o Dregaian, who 
died in one*thoufand five hundred and eighty 

Life-y. j. ^ 



^ 2 
one, at the age of one hundred and five 
years ; with the note annexed to it, that by 
three wives he had thirty-fix children, feven 
more by two concubines,^ and that eighty of 
his iflue, during his life^ were living in the 
parifh of Tregaian, in Anglefey. 

But I infert, without apology for the anti- 
cipation, a letter addrefled by Mr. Morris to 
the father of Sir William Jones, as an inter- 
efting memorial of an ancient cullom which 
i^ daily falling into difufe, and a pleafing 
:^ecimen of the mind and talents of the 
writer. 

To William Jones, Efquire. 

Sir ; January \, 1748. 

It was a cuftom among the Ancient 
Britons (and flill retained in Anglefey) fof 
the moft knowing among them in the de- 
fcent of families, to fend their frieads of the 
fame ftock or family, a ijdd'-calan hnawr a 
cd;/<?aw^g, 'a prefent of their pedigree j which 
was in order, I prefume, to keep up a friend- 
Ihip among relations, which thefe people 
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preferved furprifingly, and do to this day 
among the meaneft of them, to the fixth and 
feventh degree. 

Some writers take notice that the Gauls 
alfo were noted for this afFedtion and regard 
for their own people, though ever fo diftantly 
related. Thefe things, to be fure, are trifles : 
but all other things in the world are trifle^ 
too. 

I take men's bodies in the fame fenfe as \ 
take vegetables. Young trees propagated by 
feed or grafts, from a good old tree, certainly 
owe fome regard to their primitive ilock, 
provided trees could adt and think; and as 
for my part, the very thought of thofe brave 
people, who ftruggled fo long with a fuperior 
pawer for their liberty, infpires me with fuch 
an idea of them, that I almofl: adore their 
memories. Therefore, to keep up that old 
laudable cuftom, I herewith fend you a ca- 
lennigoi the fame kind as that above men- 
tioned ; which I defire you will accept of. 

I have reafon to know, it is founded on 
good authority J for both my fether and mo- 

E 2 
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ther were related to your mother, arid came 
from ' the fame ftock mentioned in the in- 
dofed; which is the -reafon I am fo well ac- 
quainted with your mother's defcentj and on 
the fame account, till further enquiry, an 
utter ftranger to your father's family. 

As you were young when you left the 
country, it cannot be fuppofed that you could 
know much of thefe things. I have had too 
much time there ; I wifh I had not ; for I 
might have applied it to better ufe than I have. 
If this gives you any pleafure, I fhall be glad 
of it ; if not, commit it to the flames : and 
believe me to be, with truth and fmcerity, &c. 

Lewis Morris. 

Leaving the genealogical fplendour of the 
family of Sir William Jones to the contfempla- 
tion of the antiquary, it may be remarked 
with pleafure, that its lateft defcendants have 
a claim to reputation, founded upon, the ho- 
nourable and unambiguous teftimony of per- 
fonal merit. . His father was the celebrated 
phiiofopher aiid mathematician who fo emi- 
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nenily "diftlnguLQied himfelf inthe commence- 
ment of the laft century; and a Ihort, but 
more accurate fketch of his life than has hi- 
therto appeared, which I am enabled to give 
from the authority of his fon, i^ay be accept- 
able to the lovers of fcience. 

Mr. William Jones was born in the year 
J 680, in Anglefey; his parents were yeomen, 
or little farmers, on that ifland ; and he there 
received the heft education which they were 
able to afford :" but the induftrious exertion 
of vigorous intelledtual powers, fupplied the 
defedts of inadequate inflrudion, and laid the 
foundation of his future fame and fortune. / 
From his earlieft yearsj Mr. Jones difcovered 
a propenfity to mathematical ftudies, and, 
having cultivated them with ailiduity, he be- 
gan his career in life, by teaching matheina- 
.tics on-board a man of war: and in this fitu-, 
ation he attraded the notice, and obtained 
the friendfhip, of Lord Anfon. In his 
twenty-fepond year, Mr. Jones publifhed a ' 
Treatife on the Art of Navigation; which was 
received with great approbation. He was 
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prefent at the capture of Vigo, in 1702; and, 
having joined his comrades in queft of pil- 
lage, he eagerly fixed upon a bookfeller's 
fliop as the objed: of his depredation; but 
finding in it no literary treafurds, which were 
the fole plunder that he coveted, he content- 
ed' himfelf with a pair of fciflars, which he 
frequently exhibited to his friends as a trophy 
of his military fuccefs, relating the anecdote 
by which he gained it. He returned with 
the fleet to England, and immediately after- 
wards eftablifhed himfelf as a teacher of ma- 
thematics, in London ; where, at the age of 
twenty- fix, he publifhed his Synopjis palma- 
riorum ' Mathefeos ; a decifive proof of his 
early and confummate proficiency in his fa- 
vourite fcience. 

The private charader of Mr. Jones was 
refpe£table, his manners were agreeable and 
inviting; and thefe qualities not only contri- 
buted to enlarge the circle of his friends* 
whom his eftablifhed reputation for science 
had attra6led, but alfo to fecure their attach- 
ment to him. 
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Amongft others Vlio honoured him with 
their efteem, I am authorized to mention the 
great and virtuous Lord Hardwicke. Mr. 
Jolxes attended him as a companion on the 
circuit when he was chief jufticej and this 
nobleman^ when he afterwards held the great 
£eih, ^vaikd himfelf of the opportunity to 
teflify his regard for the merit and charader 
of his frietid, by conferring upon hiin thd 
offiice of fecretary for the peace. He was alfo 
introduced to the friendftiip of Lord Parker 
(afterwards prefiderft of the Royal Society), 
which terminated only with Jiis- death i and, 
amongft other diftinguiflied charadters in the 
anaals of fcience and literature, the names of 
Sir Ifaac Newton, HaUey, Mead, and Samuel 
Jofanfon, may be enumerated as the intimate 
friends of Mr. Jones. By Sir Ifaac Newton, 
he was treated with paiticular regard and 
confidence, and prepared, with his affent^ the 
very elegant edition of fmall trafts on the 
higher mathematics, iti a mode which ob- 
takied the approbation, 'and incrSafed the 
efteem, of the author for him. 
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After' the retirement of Lord Macclesfield 
to Sherborne Caftle, Mr. Jones refided with 
his lordihip as a member of his family, and 
inftrudted him in the fciences. In this frtu- 
ation, he had the misfortune to lolje the 
greateft part of his property, the accumulation 
of induftry and economy, by the failure of a 
banker : but the friendfhip of Lord Maccles- 
field diminifhed the ■ weight of the lols, by 
procuring for him a finecure place' of confi- 
derable emoluments The fame nobleman, 
who was then Teller of the Exchequer, made 
him an offer of a more lucrative fituation; 
but he declined the acceptance of it, as it 
would have impofed oh him the obligation of 
more official attendance, than was agreeable 
to his temjper, or compatible with his attach- 
ment to fcientific purfuits. 

In this retreat, he became acquainted with 
■Mifs Mary Nix, the youngeft daaghter of 
George Nix, a cabinet-maker in London, 
who, although of low extradion, had raifed 
himfelf to eminence in his profe;ffion, and, 
from the honeft and pleafant franknefs of 
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liis converfation, was admitted to the tables 
of the great, and to the intimacy of Lbrd 
Macclesfield. The acquaintance of Mr* 
Jones with Mifs Nix, terminated in mar- 
riage; and, from this union, fprang three 
children, the laft of whom, the late Sir 
William Jones, was born in London, on the 
eve of the festival of Saint Michael, in the 
year 17465 and a few days after his birth 
was baptized by the chriftian name of his 
father. The fkik fon^ George, died In his 
infancy; and the fecond child, a daughter, 
Mary, who was born In 1736, married Mr. 
Rairisford, a merchant retired from bilfinefs 
in opulent clrcumftances. This lady perifli- 
ed miferably, during the jear 1 802, in con- 
fequence' pf an accident from her clothes 
catching fire. 

Mr. Jones furvived the birth of his fon 
William but three years; he was attiacked 
with a diforder, which the lagacity of Dr. 
Mead, who attended him with the anxiety of 
an afi^edionate friend, immediately difcover- 
ed to be a polypus in the heart, and wholly 
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incttrabk. This alarming fecret was com- 
municated to Mrs. Jones, who, from an af- 
feftiortate but miftake,n motive, couM never 
be induced to diicGver it to her hufbandj ant^ 
on, one occafion, difplayed a remark;able in- 
ftance of felf- command and addrefs. in the 
concealment of it. 

A well-meaning friend, who knew his 
dangerous fituation, had written to him a 
kwg letter of condolence, replete with phi- 
lofophic axioms on the brevity of life ; Mrs. 
Jones, who opened the letter, dafcovered the 
purport of it at a glance, and, being defired 
by her huiband to read it, compofed in the 
moment another k(9:ure fo clearly and ra- 
pidly, that be had no fufpicion of the decep-» 
tion i and this fhe did in a llyle fo cheerful 
and entertaining, that it greatly exhilarated 
liim. He died foon after, in July 1749, 
Jeaving behind him a great reputation and 
moderate property/ 

The hiftory of men of letters is too often 
a melancholy detail of human mifery, exhi- 
biting the unavailing ftruggleS of genius and 
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learning againft penury, and life confumed 
in fruitlefs expedlation of patronage and re- 
ward. We contemplate with fatisfadtion the 
reverfe of this.pifture in the hiftory of Mr. 
Jones, as we trace him in his progrefs from 
obfcurity to diftindtion, and in his participa- 
tion of the friendfliip and beneficence of the 
firft characters of the times. Nor is it leis 
grateful to remark that the attachment of 
his profefled friends did not expire with his 
life ; after a proper interval, they vifited his 
widow, and vied in their offers of fervice to 
her J amongft others to whom fhe was par- 
ticularly obliged, I mention with refpeil, 
Mr. Baker, author of a Treatife on the Im'- 
proved Microfcope, who afforded her im- 
portant affiftance, in arranging the colle<ftion 
of fliells, foffiis, and other curiofitieff, left by 
her deceafed hufband, and in diipofing of 
them to the beft advantage. The library of 
Mr. Jones, by a bequeft in his will, became 
the property of Lord Macclesfield* 

The compilers of the Biographical Dic- 
tionary, in their account of Mr. Jones, have 
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afierted, that he had completed a mathe- 
matical work of the firft importance, and had 
fent the firft fheet of it to the prefs, when 
the indifpofition, which terminated in his 
death, obliged him to difcontinue the im- 
preflion; that, a few days before his demife, 
he entrufted the manufcript, fairly tranfcrib- 
ed by an araanuenlis, to the care of Lord 
Macclesiieldj who promifed to publifh it^ as 
well for the honour of the author, as for the 
bene;fit of the family, to whom the property 
of the work belonged. The Earl furvived 
jiis friend many years ; but The Ir.troduUion 
to the Mathematics (the alleged title of the 
work) was forgotten, and, after his death, 
the ipanufcript was not to be found. There 
is no evidence in the memoranda left by Sir 
Williani Jones, to confirm or difprove thefe 
aflertions. , Such.of the mathematical works 
of Mr. Jones as have been publifhed, are 
much admired for neatnefs, brevity, and 
accuracy *. 

* In Mutton's Philosophical Dictionary, we have the 
following enumeration of the works of Mr. Jones: — 

A New 
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The care of the education of William now 
devolved upon his mother, who, in many 

A New Compendium of the whole Art of Navigation, 
small 8vo. 1702. : 

Synopsis palmariorum Matheseos; or a new Intro- 
duction to the Mathematics, containing the principles of 
arithmetic and geometry, demonstrated in a short and 
easy method; 8vo. 1706. 

In the Philosophical Transactions: — ■ 

A Compendious Disposition of Equations for exhibit- 
ing the Relations of Geometrical Lines. 

A Tract of Logarithms. 

Account of a Person killed by Lightning in Totten- 
ham-court Chapel, and its Effects on the Building. 

Properties of Conic Sections, deduced by .a compen- 
dious method. 

He was also the editor of some mathematical works of 
Sir Isaac Newton, under the title of " Analysis, per 
quantitatum series, fluxiones, ac differentias: cum enu- 
meratione linearum tertii ordinis." 

In the library of Trinity-college, Cambridge, some let- 
ters from Mr. Jones to Mr. Cotes, who was at that time 
engaged in giving lectures at the college, are preserved.. 
They do not contain any material information: but 
having, with the permission of the collegCj obtained 
copies of them, by the polite assistance of Mr. Brown, I 
annex them to this note, together with one from Mr. 
Cotes to Mr. Jones. 

Letter from Mr. Jones to Mr. Cotes. 

Sir; Lmderii September llth, l7ll. 

The paper concerning Sir Isaac Newton's 

Biethod of interpolation, which you have been pleased to 
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refpe£ts, was eminently qualified for the tafk. 
Her character, as delineated by her hufband 
with fomewhat of naathematical precifion, 
is this : " that fhe was virtuous without 

send me, being done so very neat, that it will be an in- 
jury to the curious in these things to be kept any longer 
without it; therefore must desire that you would grant 
me leave to publish it in the Philosophical Transactions. 
You may be assured that I do not move this to you 
without Sir Isaac's approbation, who I find is no less 
willing to have it done. The new edition of the Prin- 
cipia is what we wait for with great impatience, though at 
the same time I believe the book will be far more valua- 
ble than if it had been done in a hurry, since I find the 
interruptions are necessary, and such as will render it 
complete. We have nothing considerable in hand here 
at present, only Mr. I>emoire's Treatise on Chances, 
which makes a whole transaction. He is very fond of it, 
and I we may expect it well done. Mr. Raphson has 
printed off four or five sheets of his history of Fluxions, 
but being shewed Sir Isaac Newton's (who it seems 
would rather have them write against him, than have a 
piece done in that manner in his favour) he got a stop 
put to it, for some time at least. Dr. Halley has almost 
finished the printing of the Greenwich Observations, 
which will be a work of good use, especially as it is now 
freed from the trifles it was loaded with. Sir, I have 
one thing which I would trouble you with further, and 
that is, to let me know what lectures, or oth€r papers of 
Sir Isaac Newton's, remain in your University unpub- 
lished. This may be done at your leisure. It would be 
a great satisfeetion to me, if I could be any way service- 
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blemiih, generous without extravagance, 
irugal but not niggard, cheerful but not 



able to you here at London; and should readily embrace 
any opportunity to approve, and express myself, wbat I 
am exceedingly obliged to be. 

Your most affectionate friend. 

And faithful servant, 

Wjlliam Jones. 

From the Same to the Same. 

Sir, London, Oct. 9,5,1111. 

The favour of your account of Sir Isaac's , 
papers left at Cambridge, I return you my hearty tlianks 
for; and, as you have some further considerations about 
the Doctrine of Differences, I am assured that they can- 
not but be valuable; and if a. few instances of the applica^ 
tion were given, perhaps it would not be amiss. Having 
tarried some time for a convenient opportunity, I was 
obliged to send yon, at last Moreton's book by the carrier, 
though it will only satisfy you that Dr. Gregory had bu|t > 
a very slender notion of the design, extent, and use of 
lib. 3d of the Principia.. I hope it will. not be long before 
you find leisure to send me what you have further done 
on tWs curious subject. No excuse must be. made 
against the publishing of them, sjnce with, respect to 
reputation, I dare say it will be no way to your disadvaor 
tage. I have nothing of news to send you, only the 
Germans and French have, in a violent manner attacked 
the philosophy of Sir Isaac Newton, and seem resolved, 
to stand by Des Cartes. Mr. Keil, as a person concerned, 
has undertaken to defend and answer some things, .as 
Dr. Friend and Dr. Mead do in their way, the rest. I 
would have sent you the whole controversy, was I not 
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" giddy, clofe but not fullen, ingeTiious but 
*' not conceited, of fpirit but not paffionate, 

sure that you know those only are most capable of ob- 
jecting against his writings, that least understand them. 
However, in a little time, you 'will see some of them la 
the Philosophical Transactions. 
I am. Sir, 
Very much your friend and servant, 

William Jones. 

Answer to the foregoing, by Mr. Cote.s 

Dear Sir, 

I have received Moreton's book. I thank 
you. for the favour you did me in sending it. I have 
looked over what relates to his way of interpolation ; but 
I find no cause from thence to make any alteration. 
The controversy concerning Sir Isaac's philosophy is a 
piece of news that I had not heard of. I think that phi- 
losophy needs no defence, especially when attacked by 
Cartesians. One Mr. Green, a fellow of Clare-Hall, 
seems to have nearly the same design with those German 
and French objectants, whom you mention. His book is 
now in our press, and almost finished I am told ; he will 
add an Appendix, in which he undertakes also to square 
the circle. I need not recommend his performance any 
further to you. 

I am, Sir, your obliged friend. 

And humble servant, 

R. C. 



" of her company cautious, in her friendfhip 
*' trufty, to her parents dutiful, and to her 

From Mr. Jones to Mr. Cotes. . 

Dear Sir, Londt.n, Jan. 11,1711-12. 

I have sent you here enclosed the 
copy of a letter, that I found among Mr. Cojilins's papers, 
from Sir Isaac Newton to one Mr. Smith. ^The contents 
thereof seem in a great measure to have relation to what 
you are about, as being the application of the Doctrine 
of Differences to the making of tables; and for that 
reason I thought it might be of use to you, so far as to 
see what has been done already. I shewed this to Sir 
Isaac: he remembers that he applied it to all sorts of 
tables. I have more papers of Mr. Mercator's, and' 
others, ;iipon this subject ; though I think none so mate- 
rial to your purpose as this. I should be very glad to see 
what you have done upon this subject all published ; and 
I must confess, that unless you design a large volume, it 
were much' better to put them into the Philosophical 
Transactions, for that would sufficiently preserve them from 
being lost, which is the common fate of small single tracts, 
and at the same time, to save the trouble and expense of 
printing them, since the subject is too curious to expefct 
any profit from it; and besides now, as the Royal Society 
having done themselves the honour of choosing you a 
member, something from you cannot but be acceptable 
to them. Sir Isaac himself expects these things of you, 
thai I formerly mentioned to him as your promise. 
I am. Sir, your much obliged friend, 

and humble servant, 

William Jones. 

lJffi-\. I. c 
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" hufband ever faithful, loving, and obedi- 
«' ent." She had by nature a flrong under- 

From Mr. Jones to Mr. Cotes. 
Sir j London, Feb, 6t/i, 1712-13, 

The Royal Society having ordered one 
of their books for you, and another for Mr. Saunderson, 
also one for Trinity-College library, and one for the 
University library ; I would not lose the opportunity of 
paying you my respects, by sending them. I need not 
tell you the occasion and design of that collection. You 
will see readily, that it affords such light concerning what 
it relates to, as could not easily have been discovered any 
other way; it also shews, that your great predecessor, 
whose illustrious example I don't doubt but you follow, 
never employed his time about things ordinary. I have 
no mathematical intelligence to send you. Mr. Keil 
thinks he has discovered a very easy and practical solu- 
tion of the Keplerean problem. If Moreton's book is of 
n6 use to you, please to send it,to me, though I fear It 
will yield me but sniall assistance, having occasion for 
variety of modern solstitial meridian altitudes of the Sun, 
such as may be depended upon. Helvetius, Flamstead, 
and the French observations, seem defective. I should 
be glad to be informed where I can be supplied best. I 
am extremely pleased to find that Sir Isaac's book is so 
near being finished; and it is not less agreeable to me to 
hear, that your own book is in such forwardness. You 
are nluch in the right of it to print your lectures and 
other papers, in a book by itself; it is better than to have' 
them lie up and down among other things. What I 
formerly proposed as to the putting of things in the 
Philosophical Transactions, is only fit for a sheet or two, 
but not exceeding that. I very much long to see those 
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ftanding, which was improved by his con- 
verfation and inftruftion. Under his tuition 

Valuable pieces, and hope yoii will let me know in what 
time I may expect them.— Do me the justice to believe 
that 1 am, with all sincerity. 

Your most humble serVant, 

William Jones. 

From the Same to the Same. 

Sir, London, April 2Qth, 1713, 

|lver since I received your very kind 
letter, and Moreton's book, I waited for an opportunity 
of sending you some old manuscripts I had by me, and 
at last am obliged to venture them by the carrier. They 
Velate, in some measure, to the method of DiiFerences: 
the folio one, I £nd, was written by one Nath. Torperly, 
a Shropshire man, who, when young, was amanuensis to 
Vieta, but afterwards writ against him. He was cotem- 
porary with Briggs. The book, I think, can be of no 
other use to you than in what relates to the history of 
\ that method, and in having the satisfaction of seeing 
what has been formerly done on that subject. I am 
mightily pleased to see the end of the Principia, and rt- 
turn you many thanks for the instructive index, that you 
have taken the pains to add, and hope it will not be long 
before we shall see the beginning of that noble book. I 
^all be in some pain till I hear that you have received 
my old manuscript, it being a favourite purely on account 
of some Extravagancies in it; but I shall think it safe in 
your hands. 

I am. Sir, 
You a^ctionate friend^ and humble servant, 

William Jones. 

C2 
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fhe became a confiderable proficient in Al- 
gebra, and with a view to qualify herfelf for 
, the office of preceptor to her filler's fon, who 
was deftined to a maritime profeffion, made 
herfelf perfed in Trigonometry, and the 
Theory of Navigation. Mrs. Jones, after 

From the Same to the Same. 

Dear Sir, Lmtdon, July llih, 1713. 

It is impossible to represent to you, 
with wliat pleasure Lreceived your inestimable present 
of the Priticipia, and am much concerned to find myself 
io deefdy charged with obligations to you, and such I 
fear as all my future endeavours will never be able to re- 
quite. This edition is indeed exceedingly beautiful, and 
interspersed with great variety of admirable discoveries 
so very natural to its great author ; but it is- more so from 
the additional advantage of your excellent preface, which 
I wish much to get publighed in some of the foreign 
journals; and since a better account of this book cannot 
be given, I suppose it will not be difiicult to get it done. 
]Sbw, this great task being done, I hope you wil4,tiiink 
of publishing your papers, and not let such valuable 
pieces lie by. As to what you mentioned in your last, 
concerning my old manuscripts, though for my part I 
know of nothing worth your notice publicly in them, but, 
if you do find any, the end of my sending them is the 
"better answered ; and you know that you may do as you 
please. 

I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient servarit, 

William Jones. 
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the death of her hufband, was urgently and 
repeatedly folicited, by the Countefs of Mac- 
clesfield, to remain at Sherborne Caftle j but 
having formed a plan for the education of 
her fon, with an unalterable determination 
to purfue it, and being apprehenfive that her 
refidence at Sherborne might interfere with 
the execution of it, (he declined accepting 
the friendly invitation of the Countefs, who 
never ceafed to retain the moft affedlionate 
regard for her. 

In the plan adopted by Mrs. Jones for the 
inftru£tion of her fon, fhe propofed to rejedt 
the feverity of difcipline, and to lead his 
mind infenfibly to knowledge and exertion, 
by exciting his curiofity, and diredling it to 
ufeful objedts. To his inceflant importuni- 
ties for information on cafual topics of con- 
verfation, which fhe watchfully ftimulated, 
fhe conflantly replied, read, and you-" nvill 
know; a maxim, to the obfervance of which 
he always acknowledged himfelf indebted 
for his future attainments. By this method, 
his defire to learn became as eager as her 
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wifli to teach ; and fuch was her talent of 
inftrudlion, and his facility of retaining it, 
that in his fourth year he was able to read; 
diftindtly and rapidly, any Englifti book. She 
particularly attended at the fame time to the 
cultivation of his memory, by making him 
learn and repeat fome of the popular {jjeeches 
in Shakefpeare, and the beft of Gay's Fables. 

If, from the fubfequent eminence of Sir 
William Jones, any general conclufion fhould 
be eagerly drawn in favour of early tuition, 
we mull not forget to advert to the uncom- 
mon talents both of the pupil and the 
teacher. 

In common Cafes, premature inftruftion 
has often been found to retard, rather than 
accelerate, the progrefs of the intelledual 
faculties; and the fuccefs of it fo much de- 
pends upon the judgment of the tutor, and 
the capacity of the fcholar, upon the IkiU 
of the one, as well as upon the difpofition 
and powers of the other, that it is impoffible 
to prefcribe a general rule, when inftrudtion 
ought to begin, or a general mode, by which 
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it fhouTd be conveyed ; the determination in 
both cafes muft be left to the difcretion of 
parents, who ought to be the moft compe- 
tent to decide. 

In this year of his life, Jones providen- 
tially efcaped from two accidents, one of 
which had nearly proved fatal to his light, 
the other to his life. Being left alone in a 
room, in attempting to fcrape fome foot from 
the chimney, he fell into the fire, and his 
clothes were inftantly in flames : his cries 
brought the fervants to his afliftance; and he 
was preferved with fome difficulty ; but his 
face, neck, and arms, were much burnt. 
A Ihort time afterwards, when his attendants 
were putting on his clothes, which were im- 
prudently faftened with hooks, he ftrug^led, 
either in play, or in fome childifh pet, and 
a hook was fixed in his right eye. By due 
care, under the directions of Dr. Mead, 
whofe friendfhip with his family continued 
unabated after his father's death, the wound 
was healedj but the eye was fo much weak- 
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ened, that the fight of it ever remained im- 
perfed. ; 

His propenfity to reading, which had be- 
. gun to difpky itfelf, was for a time checked 
by thefe accidents; bat the habit was ac- 
quired, and after his recovery he indulged it 
without reftraint, by perufing eagerly any 
books that came in his way, and with an at- 
tention proportioned to his ability to com- 
prehend them. In his. fifth year, as he was 
one morning turning over the leaves of a 
Bible in his mother's clofet, his attention 
was forcibly arrefted by the fublime defcrip- 
tion of the angel in the tenth chapter of the 
Apocalypfe, and the impreffion which his 
imagination received from it was never ef- 
faced. At a period of mature judgment, he 
confidered the pallage as equal in fublimity 
to any in the infpired writers, and far fupe- 
rior to any that could be produced from 
mere human compofitions ; and he was fond 
of retracing and mentioning the rapture 
which, -he felt, when he firft read it. In his 
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fixth year, by the affiftance of a friend, he 
was initiated in the rudiments of the Latin 
grammar, and he committed fome paffages 
of it to memory ; but the dull elements of a 
new language having nothing to captivate 
his childilh attention, he made little progrefs 
in it; nor was he enconraged to perfeverance 
by his mother, who, intending him for a pub- 
lic education, was unwilling to perplex his 
mind with the ftudy of a dead language, be- 
fore he had acquired a competent knowledge 
of his native tongue^ 

At Michaelmas 1753, in the clofe of his 
feventh year, he was placed at Harrow School, 
of which the worthy and amiable Dr. Thack- 
eray was then head mafter. The amufe- 
ments and occupations of a fchool-boy are of 
little importance to the public ; yet it cannot 
be uninterefting, or uninftrudive, to trace 
the progrefs of a youth of genius and abilities, 
from his earlieft efforts to that proficiency in 
univerfal literature which he afterwards at-^ 
tained. During the two firft years of his refi- 
dence at Harrow, he was rather remarked 
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for diligence and application, than for the iti- 
periority of his talents, or the extent of his 
acquifitions ; and his attention was almoft 
equally divided between his books and a lit- 
tle garden, the cultivation and erfibellifhment 
of which occupied all his leifure hours. His 
faculties however neceffarily gained ftrength 
by exercife ; and during his fchool vacations, 
the fedulity of a fond parent was without in- 
termiffion exerted to improve his knowledge 
of his own language. She alfo taught him 
the rudiments of drawing, in which fhe ex- 
celled. 

In his ninth year, he had the misfortune 
to break his thigh-bone in a fcramble with 
his fchool-fellows, and this accident detained 
him from fchool twelve months. After his 
relief from pain, however, the period of his 
confinement was not fufFered to pafs in in- 
dolence ; his mother was his conftant cona- 
panion, and amufcd him daily with, the pe- 
rufal of fuch Englifh books, as fhe deemed 
adapted to his tafte and capacity. The ju- 
venile poems_©f Pope, and Dryden's Tranf- 
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lation of the ^neid, afforded him inceffant 
delight, and excited his poetical talents, which 
difplayed themfelves in the compofition of 
verfes in imitation of his favourite authors. 
But his progrefs in claffical learning, during 
this interval, was altogether fufpended; for 
although he might have availed himfelf of 
the proflFered infl:ru6lion of a friend, in whofe 
houfe he relided, to acquire the rudiments of 
Latin, he was then fo unable to comprehend 
its utility, and had fo little relifh for it, that 
he was left unreftrained to purfue his juve- 
nile occupations and an^ufements, and the 
little which he had gained in his two firft 
years, was nearly loft in the third. 

On his return to fchool, he was however 
placed in the fame clafs which he would have 
attained, if the progrefs of his ftudies had 
not been interrupted. He was of courfe far 
l^hind his fellow-labourers of the fame ftand- 
ing, who erroneoufly afcribed his infufEci- 
ency to Jazinefs or dulnefs, while the matter 
who had raifed him to a fituation above his 
powers, required exertions of which he was 
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incapable, and corporal punifliment and de- 
gradation wefe applied, for the non-perform- 
ance of tafks, which he had never been inr 
ftrudled to furnifh. But in truth he far ex- 
celled his fchool-fellows in general, both in 
diligence and quicknefs of apprehenfion ; nor 
was he of a temper to fubmit to imputations, 
which he knew to be unmerited. Punifh- 
inent failed to produce the intended effedl ; 
but his emulation was roufed. He devoted 
himfelf inceflantly to the perufal of various 
elementary treatifes, which had never been ex- 
plained nor even recommended to him^ and 

4 

having thus acquired principles, he applied 
them with fuch fkill and fuccefs, that in a 
few months he not only recovered the ftation 
from which he had been degraded, but was 
at the head of his clafs: his compofitions 
were corre£t, his analyfis accurate, and he 
uniformly gained every prize offered for the 
beft exercife. He voluntarily extended his 
ftudies beyond the prefcribed limits, and, by 
folitary labour, having acquired a competent' 
knowledge of the rules of profody, he com- 
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pofed veEfes in imitation of Ovid; a tific, 
which had never been required from any of 
the ftudents in the lower fchool at Harrow. 

The behaviour of the mafter to Jones, 
made an impreilion on his mind, which he 
ever remembered with abhorrence. 'Little 
doubt can be entertained, that he might have 
been ftimulated to equal exertions, if encou- 
ragement had been fubftituted for feverity, 
and ihiirudion for difgrace. The accumu- 
lation, of punifhment for his inability to foar, 
before Ijejhad been taught to jSy, (I ufe his 
own exfereflion) might have rendered the feel- 
ings c^lous; and a fenfe of the injuftice at- 
tending the inflidtion of it, was calculated to 
deftrpy the refpefl due to magifterial au- 
thority, and its inflilence over the fcholar. 
It is a material and perhaps unavoidable de- 
feat in the fyftem of education at public 
"fchools, that the neceflity of regulating in- 
llrudiion by general rules, muft often pre- 
clude that attention to the tempers and capa- 
cities of individuals, by which their attain- 
ments might be eflentially promoted. 
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In his twelth year, Jones was maVed Into 
the upper fchool. Of the retentive powers of 
his memory at this period, the following 
anecdote is a remarkable inftance. His 
fchool-fellows propofed to amufe themfelves 
with the reprefentation of a play; and at hls^ 
recommendation they fixed upon the Tem- 
peft: as it was not readily to be procured, he 
wrote it for them fo correctly from memory, 
that they afled it with great fatisfa£tion to 
themfelves, and with confiderable entertain- 
ment to the fpedators. He performed the 
charader of Pro^ero. 

His diligence increafed with his advance- 
ment in the fchool: he now entered upon the 
ftudy of the Greek tongue, the characters of 
which he had already learned for his amufe- 
ment. His genius and affiduity were alfo dif- 
played in various compofitions, not required 
by the difcipline of the fchool. He tranflated 
into Englifli verfe feveral of the epiftles of 
Ovid, all the paftorals of Virgil, and compof- 
ed a dramatic piece on the ftory of Meleager, 
which he denominated a tragedy; and it was 
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a^ed during the vacation, by fome of his 
fchool-fellows with whom he was moft in- 
timate. In his own play, he performed the 
part of the hero. 

A copy of this little compolition, inaccu-t 
rately tranfcribed by a relation, has been 
preferved; and to gratify that curiofity which 
the mention of it may have excited, I £ehSt 
from it the following lines : 

Atalanta (speaks). 
Still Discord raves, Bellona fiercely storms. 
Mars c^lis, and Caledonians exclaim. 
Althsea, fraught with ire, forgets her son, 
And meditates fierce vengeance in her heart. 
At pia»'s sacred shrine a, billet lies. 
On which depends the life of Meleager. 
This, stern Althsea spied," — then fury fir'd 
Her furious niind,^she knew the fate's decree : 
Tlirice did she rave, and thrice repress'd her hand j 
At length she threw the billet on the fire. 
Which gently gather 'd round its impious prey; 
And now in absent flames the hero burns. 
Wildly be stares ; his glaring eye-balls sink 
Beneath their sockets, and omit their light. 
His shiver'd hair hangs dangling o'er his face; 
He rends his silken vest, and wrings his hands, 
And groans, pbssess'd with agonizing pain. 

Thefe juvenile efforts contributed to eft'a- 
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bllfli the influence and reputation of Jones in 
the fchool; and the fuccefs with which his 
ftudies had latterly been purfued, left him no 
reafon to regret the difadvantages under 
which ' he had at firft laboured. His im- 
protrement in the knowledge of profody was 
truly extraordinary; he foon acquired a pro- 
ficiency in all the varieties of Ronlan metre, 
fo that he was able to fcan the trochaic and 
iambic verfes of Terence, before his compa- 
nions even fufpeAed that they were any thing • 
but mere profe. He alfo learned to tafte the 
elegance of that writer, and was frequently 
heard to repeat with particular fatisfadtion the 
rule in the Andria : 

Facile omnes perferre et pati, 
Nunquam prseponens se aliis. 

Such was the extent of his attainments, and 
fuch his facility of compofition, that for two 
years he wrote the exercifes of many boys in 
the two fuperior claffes, who often obtained 
credit for performances to which they had no 
title, whilft the ftudents in the fame clafs 
with himfelf were happy to become his pu>. 
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plls. During the holidays, his ftudles were 
varied, but not relaxed; in these intervals, he 
learned the rudiments of French and arith- 
metic, and was particularly gratified with an 
invitation to attend the meetings of learned 
and ingenious men, at the houfe of that 
amiable philofopher, Mr. Baker, and his 
friend, Mr. Pond. As an introduaion to the 
knowledge of the fubjedts difcuffed in this 
literary fociety, by the particular recommend- 
ation of his mother, he read the Spe^ack de 
la Nature: he acknowledged, however, that 
he was more entertained with the Arabian 
Tales, and Shakefpeare, whofe poems and 
plays he repeatedly perufed with increafed 
delight. 

In the iifual recreations of his fcKool-fel- 
lows at Harrow, Jones was rarely a partaker; 
and the hours which they allotted to amufe- 
ment, he generally devoted to improvement. 
The following anecdote ftrongly indicates the 
turn of his mind, and the impreflion made 
by his ftudiee. He invented a political play, 

Life—Y. I. D 
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in which Dr. William Bennet*, Bi&op b( 
Claylte, and the celebrated Dr. Parr, were his 
principal aflbciates. They divided the fields 
in the n-eighbourhood of Harrow, accordiflg 
to a map of Greece, into ftates and king- 
doms; each fixed upon one as his dominioft, 
and affumed an ancient name. Some of their 
fchoal-fellows confented to be ftyled barbari- 
ans, who were to invade their territories and 

* The Bishop of Cloyne, in a letter to the Dean of St. 
Asaph, dated November 1795, mentions Sir William 
Jones in terms o'f respect and affection: — " I knew hifn 
" (he writes) from the early age of eight or nine, and he 
" was always an uncdnimoti boy. Great abilities, great 
" particularity of thinking, fondness for writing verses 
" and plays of various kinds, and a degree of integrity 
*' and manly courage, of which I remember many in- 
" stances, distinguished him even at that period. ^ 
" loved him and revered him, and, though one or two 
" years older than he was, was always instructed by him 
" from my earliest age. 

" In a word, I can only say of this amiable and won- 
" derful man, that he had piore virtues, and less faults, 
f' than I ever yet saw in any human being; and that the 
*' goodness of his head, admirable as it was, was ex- 
" ceeded by that of his heart. I have never ceased to 
" admire him from the moment I first saw him; and mf 
" esteem for his great qualities, and regret for his Ipsa,. 
•' will only end with my life." 
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attack their hillocks, which were denombat* 
ed fbrtreffes. The chiefs vigoroufly defended 
their refpediye domains againft the incurfions 
of the enemy; and in thefe imitative wars, 
the yoiing ftatefmen held councils, made 
vehement harangues, and compofed- memo- 
riak, all doubtlefs very boyifh, but calculated 
to fill their minds with ideas of legiflatioa and 
civil government. In thefe unufual amufe^- 
ments, Jones was ever the leader j and he 
might juftly have appropriated to himfelf the 
words of Catullu>s ; 

Ego gymnasii flos, ego decus olei. 

Dr. Thackeray retired from the fuperin- 
tendance of the fchool at Harrow, when his 
pupil had attained his fifteenth year. It was 
a fingular trait in the charafter of this good 
man and reJ^eftable tutor, that he never ap- 
plauded the beft compofitions of his fcholars, 
from a notion which he had adopted, that 
praife only tended to make them vain or idle. 
^ut the opinion which he gave of Jones in 
private was, that he was a boy of fo aftive a 

D 2 
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mind, that if he were left naked and friend- 
lefs on Salifbury Plain, he would neverthelefs 
find the road to fame and riches. 

Dr. Thackeray was fucceeded by Dr. Sum- 
ner; and for his information of the courfe of 
ftudy purfued at Harrow, a plan of the lec- 
tures and exercifes in the upper fchool was 
accurately delineated by Jones, at the fug- 
geftion of the principal affiftant, who pre- 
fented it to the new 'mafter, with many en- 
comiums on the talents of ,his favourite fcho- 
lar. He annexed to it a coUedtion of his 
compofitions, including his tranflation of the 
paftorals of Virgil. Dr. Sumner quickly dif- 
tinguifhed him; and of the two complete 
years which he paffed under that excellent 
inftrudor, it is fufficient to fay, that he em- 
ployed them in reading and imitating the 
beft ancient authors; nor did he confine him- 
felf merely to the compofitions of Greece and 
Rome; he learned the Arabic charafters, and 
ftudied the Hebrew language fufGciently to 
enable him to read fome of the Pialms in the 
original. His ardour for knowledge was fo 
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unlimited, that he frequently devoted whole 
nights to ftudy, taking coffee or tea as an an- 
tidote to drowfinefs; and his improvement 
by thefe extraordinary exertions was fo rapid, 
that he foon became the prime favourite of 
' his mafter, who with an excufable partiality 
was heard to declare, that Jones knew more 
Greek than himfelf, and was a greater pro- 
ficient in the idiom of that language. Nor 
was he lefs a favourite with his fellow-ftu- 
dents than with his mafter. He acquired 
popularity with them, by the frequent holi- 
days that rewarded the excellence of his com- 
pbfitions. His reputation at the fame time 
was fo extenfive, that he was often flattered 
by the enquiries, of ftrangers, under the title 
of the Great Scholar. 

Of his juvenile comppfitions in profe and 
verfe, the early fruits of rare talents and un- 
bounded induftry, fome have been printed in 
the fragment of a work which he began at 
fchooi and entitled Limqa *, in imitation of 
Cieero. During the laft months of his refi^ 

* Works of Sir William Jones, vol. vi, p. 385. 
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dence at Harrow, Dr. Sumner not only dit- 
penfed with his attendance at fchool, but was 
obliged to interdidt his application, in cOn- 
fequence of a weaknefs of fight contrafted by 
it. His compofitions were not however dif- 
confinued; and he obtained the affiftance of 
the youger ftudents to write them from his 
dictation. He employed the intervals of 
fufpended duty, which he was relu61:antly 
compelled to admit, in learning chefs, by 
praftifing the games of Philidor. 

During the vacations, his application was 
directed to improve his knowledge of French 
and arithmetic, to which he alfo added the 
ftudy of the Italian. Books he had always at 
command; for his mother, who contem- 
plated with delight the progrefs of her fon, 
with a wife liberality allowed him unlimited 
credit on her purfe. ' But of this indulgence, 
aS he knew that her finances were reftridted, 
he availed himfelf no further than to pur- 
chafe fuch books as were effential to his im- 
provement, 

I Ihall here tranfcribe, without alteration or 
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omiffion, a letter which the youag ftudent, 
at the age of fourteen, wrote to his fifter, to 
confole her for the death of a friend. 

Dear Sister, 

'^. Wl^en I received your letter, I was 
very concerned to hear the death of your 
friend Mr. Reynolds, which I confider as a 
piece of affliCtioa common to us both. For 
although my knowledge of his name or char 
i^adter is of no long date, and though I never 
had any perfonal acquaintance with him, yef 
(as you-obferve) we ought to regret the lofs' 
of every honourable man; and if I had the 
pleafure of your converfation, I would cer- 
tainly give you aixy confolatoryadvice that 
lay in my power, and make ic my bufinefs to 
convince you what a real fliare I take in your 
chagrin. And yet to reafon pljilofophically, 
I cannot help thinking any grief upon a per- 
fon's death very fuperfluous, and incDnfiftenjt 
with fenfe; for what- is the caufe of our for- 
row ? Is it becaufe we hate the perfon deceafed ? 
that were tp imply ftrange contradi(Stion, tQ 
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exprefs our joy by the common figns of for- 
row. If, on the other hand, we grieve for 
one :who was dear to us, I fliould reply that 
we fhould, on the contrary, rejoice at his 
having left a ftate fo perilous and uncertain as 
life is. The common ftrain is) " 'Tis pity fo 
virtuous a man fhould die:" — but I affert the 
contrary; and when I hear the death of a 
perfon of merit, I cannot help reflecting, how 
happy he mull be who now takes the reward 
of his excellencies, without the poffibility of 
falling away from them and lofing the virtue 
which he profpfl'ed, on whoffe charader death 
has fixed a kind of feal, and placed him out 
of the reach of vjice and infamy ! for death 
only clofes a man's reputation, and determines 
it as either good or bad. On the contrary, 
in life nothing is certain; whilft any one is 
liable to alteration, we may pofEbly be forced 
to retrad our efteem for him, and fome time 
or other he may appear to us, as under a dif- 
ferent light than what he does at prefent; for 
the life of no man can be pronounce'd either 
Jiappy or miferable, virtuous or abandoned, 
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before the conclufion of It. It was upon this 
reflection, that Solon, being afked by Croefus, 
a monarch of immenfe riches, who was the 
happieft man? anfwered, After your death I 
fhall be able to determine. Befides, though a 
man fhould purfue a conftant and determin- 
ate courfe of virtue, though he were to keep 
a regular fymmetry and uniformity in his 
adlions, and preferve the beauty of his repu- 
tation to the laft, yet (while he lives) his very 
virtue may incur fome evil imputation, and 
provoke a thoufand murmurs of detradiionj 
for, believe me, my dear fifter, there is no in- 
ftance of any virtue, or fecial excellence, 
which has not excited the envy of innumer- 
able affailants, whofe acrimony is raifed 
barely by feeing others pleafed, and by hear- 
ing commendation which another enjoys. 
It is riot eafy in this life for any man to 
cfcape cenfure; and infamy requires very little 
labour to affift its circulation. But there is a 
kind of fandlion in the characters of the dead, 
which gives due force and reward to their 
merits, and defends them from the fuggef- 
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tions of Galumny. But to return to the point; 
what reafon is there to difturb yourfelf on 
this melancholy occafion ? do but reflefl that 
thoufands die every moment of time, that 
even while we fpeak, fome unhappy wretch 
or other is either pining with hunger, or 
pinched with poverty, fometimes giving up 
his life to the point of the fword, torn with 
convulfive agonies, and undergoing many 
miferieawhichitwerefuperfluous to mention. 
We fhould therefore compare our afHi£tions 
with thofe who are more miferable, and not 
with thofe who are more happy. I am 
afliamed to add more, left I ihould feem to 
miftruft your prudence; but next week, when 
I underftand yoiir mind is more compofed, I 
Ihall write you word how all things go here. 
Idefigned to write you this letter in French, 
but I thought I could exprefs my thoughts 
with more energy, in my own language. 

I come now, after a long interval, to men- 
tion fome more private circumftances. Pray 
give my duty t© my Mamma, and thank her 
for my fhirts. They fit, in my opinion, very 
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well J thooigh Biddy fays they are too little in 
(he Jtrms. You may expeift a letter from me 
everyday iil the week till I come homej for 
Mrs. Bifcoe has defired it, and has given me 
fome franks. When you fee her, you may 
fell her that hier little boy fends his du^y to 
her, and Mr. Bifcoe his love to his- filter, and 
defires to be remembered to Mifs Cleeve: he 
alfo fends his compliments to my Mamma^ 
and yoiti. Upon my word I never thought 
our bleak air would have fo good an efFeil: 
upon him. His completion is now ruddy, 
■^hich before was fallow and pale, and he is 
indeed mUdh grown: but I now fpeak of tri- 
fles, I mean in comparlfon of his learning j 
aftd indeed he takes that with wonderful 
Mutenefs; befides, his exeeffive high fpirits 
increafe mine, and give me comfort, fmce, 
after Pat-nell's departure, he is almoft the only 
company I keep; As for news; the only 
article I know is, that Mrs. Par is dead and 
buried. Mr. and Mrs. Sumner are well: 
the latter thanks yoti for bringing the letter 
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from your old acquaintance, and the former 
has made me an elegant prefent. I am now 
very much taken up with ftudy; am to fpeak 
Antony's fpeech in Shakefpeare's Julius Casfar 
fwhich play I will read to you when I come 
to town), and am thip week to make a de- 
clamation. I add no more than the fincere 
well-wifhes of your faithful friend. 

And affeiStionate brother, 

Wn<LiA|*i Jones. 

If I am not deceived by my partiality for 
the memory of Sir William Jones, this letter 
will be perufed with intereft by the public. 
The topics feledted, for the confolation of his 
filler, are not indeed of the moft novel na- 
ture, nor the bell adapted to aiford it; and 
we may fmile at the gravity of the young 
moralift, contrafted with the familiarity of the 
circumftances detailed in the latter part of the 
epiftle, which I found no difpofition to reject: 
but the letter, as it ftands, will furnifli no 
contemptible proof of his talents and frater- 



45 
nal. affe£llon, and may ferve as a ftandard of 
comparifon to pafents, for eftimating the abi-- 
lities of their own children. 

The period of tuition under Dr. Sumner 
paffed. rapidly, to the mutual fatisfedtion of 
the mafter and Icholar, until Jones had reach- 
ed his feventeenth year j when it was deter- 
mined to remove him to one of the Univer- 
fities. This determination was not adopted 
without much hefitation; for it had been 
ftrongly recommended to his mother, by 
Sergeant Prime, and other Lawyers, to place 
him, at the age of fixteen, in the office of 
fome eminent fpecial pleader : and they fup- 
ported their recommendation by an obferVa- 
tion, equally flattering to him and tempting 
to his mother, that his talents, united with 
fuch indefatigable iiiduflry, muft enfure the 
moll brilliant fuccefs, and confequently the 
acquifition of wealth- and reputation. It is a 
lingular proof of his curiofity to explore unn 
ufual tracks of learning, that, at this early 
age, he had perufed the Abridgement of 
Coke's Inftitutes, by Ireland, with fo much 
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attention, that he frequently amufed the. legal 
friends of his mother, by reafoning; with 
them on old cafes, which v/ere fuppofed, to 
be confined to the learned in the profeiflSon. 
The law, however, at that time, had little 
attradion fpr him ; and he felt no inclinar- 
tion to renounce his Demofthenes and Cicero 
for the pleadings in Weftminfter-Hall. His 
difguft to th€ ftudy of the law had a:lfo been 
particularly excited, by the perufal of fome 
old and inaccurate abridgement of law-cafes 
in barbarous Lafin, This difmclination on 
his pait, the folidtude of Dr. Sumner, that 
' he fhould devote fome years to the comple-f 
tion of his ftudies at the Univeriily, and the 
objedions of his mother, founded on reafons 
of economy, to a profeffion which could 
not be pvirfued without confiderable expenfe, 
fixed her decifion againft the advice of her 
kgal friends. The choice of an Univerfity 
was alfo the occafion of fome difcuffion. 
Cambridge v/as recommended by Dr. Sum- 
ner, who had received his education there: 
but Dr. Glaffe, who had priv^ate pupils at 
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Harrow, and had always diftinguiflied Jones 
by the kindeft attention, recommended Ox- 
ford, liis choice was adopted by Mrs. Jones, 
who, ia. compliance with the wifhes of her 
for^ had determined to refid<e at the Univef- 
fity with Mm, and greatly preferred the fitua- 
tipn of Oxford. 

In the Spring pf 1764, he we^t to the 
Umverfity for the purpofe of being matricu- 
lated and entered at College*: but he re- 
tftriifid to Harrow for a few months, that .he 
might finiflv a courfe of leftures, wHch he 
laadjuft begun, and in which he hadrbeen 
liighly iiiterefted by the learning, eloquence, 
tafte, and fagacity of his excellent inftrudlor. 
They Separated foon after with mutual regret* 
-Mid in tlie following term he fixed himfeif 
at Oxford. iifi 

The name of Jones was long remembered 
at Harrow, with the refpe£t due toJbis fupe- 

* The following is the form, of his admission into 
'University College, copied 'from his own writing:^ Ego 
Gulielmus Jones, iilius unicus Gulielmi Jones, Armigerj, 
de civitate Lond. lubens. subscribe sub tutamine Magistri 
"BettSj et Magistri Coulson, annos natu* septendecim. 
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tlor talerifs and unrivalled erudition; and he 
was frequently quoted by Dr. Sumner, as the 
ornament of his fchool, and as an example for 
imitation. He had ilot only difllngulfhed 
htmfelf by the extent of his claffical attain-* 
iiients, and his poetical compofitions, but by 
the eloquence of his declamations, and the 
flaafterly manAer in which they were deliver- 
ed. In the varied talents which conllltute an 
orator. Dr. Sumner himfelf excelled ; and his 
pupil had equally benefited by his example 
and inftrudtion.. In the behaviour of Jones' 
towards his fchool-fellows, he never exhibited 
that tyranny, which In the larger feminaries 
of learning is fometimes pra^ifed by- the 
fenior, over the younger ftudents. His dif- 
pofition equally revolted at the exercife or 
fufferance of oppreffion ; and he early exhl'. 
bited a mind, ftrongly impreffed with thofe 
moral diftindtions which he ever retained. 
Of the friendihips which he contradled at 
fchool, many were afterwards cultivated with 
reciprocal afFedion; and among the friends 
of his early years, fogie ftill furvive, who re- 
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■ "member his virtues with delight, and deplore 
his lofsk 

His friend Parnellj whofe departure froiix 
fchobl he laments in the letter to his lifter, 
was the late Sir John Parnell, who held the 
oifice of Chancellor of the Exchequer, in 
Ireland. His teftimony of the merits, ca- 
pacity, and proficiency of his friend and fel- 
low-^ftudent, at Harrow, extracted from a 
memorandum, which he gave to Lady Jones, 
will confirm my own account of him:— 
" The early period of life is not ufually 
'* marked by extraordinary anecdote : but 
*' fmall circumftances become interefting, 
" when we can trace in them the firft prin- 
" ciples of virtue, ^and the firft fymptoms of 
*' thofe talents which afterwards fo eminently 
" diftinguifhed the chara£ter of Sir William 
*' Jones. He gave very early proofs of his 
*' poffeffing very extraordinary abilities. His 
" induftry was very great, and his love of li- 
" terature was the refult of difpofition, and 
**^ not of fubmiffion to control. He excelled 
" principally in his knowledge of the Greek 
•'language. His compofiti«aft^ were dif- 
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" tinguiflied by his precife application of 

*' every word, agreeably to the mojB: ftrid 

" clafEcal authority. He imitated the cho- 

" rufes of Sophocles fo fuccefsfully, that his 

*' writings feemed to be, origihkl Greek com- 

" pofitions ; and lie was attentive ^ven in 

" writing the Greek charadiers wdth great 

** cOrredinefs. His time being employed in 

'" ftudy, prevented his joining in thofe plays 

" and amufements which occupied the time 

" of his other fchoolfellows: but it induced 

" no other fmgularity in his manners ; they 

" were mild, conciliating, and cheerful. When 

" I firft knew him, about the year 1761, he 

" amufed himfelf with the ftwdy of botany, 

"and in coUeding foflils. In general, the 

*' fame purfuits which gave employment to 

** his mature underftanding, were the firft 

'* obje6ls of his youthful attention. The 

" fame difpofition formed the moft diftin- 

'* guiihed features at an early, and -at a late 

" period of his life. A decifion of mind, 

*' and a ftrid attachment to virtue, an en* 

" thiifiaftic love of liberty, an uniform fpirit 

" of philanthropy, were the charactcriftics of 
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" his ytjuth, and of his manhood : he did no 
** a-ft, he ufed no expreffion, which did not 
" juftify thefe aflertidns." 

A colledtion of Englifh poems,- compofed 
by Mr. Jones, at Harrow, was prefented by 
him to his friend Parnell, in 1763. The 
firft and longeft of the eolle£tion/ containing 
more than three hundred and thirty lines, is 
entitled Prolufions, and is a critique on the 
various ftyles of paftoral writers. This was 
written by Mr. Jones, at the age of fifteen, 
and is the original of the poem, which he 
afterwards publifhed under the title of Ar- 
cadia *. 

The variations between his firft attempt 
and fubfequent publication are very, confi- 
derable. In his earlieft compofition, he makes 
Menalcas, who reprefents Theocritus, the 
father of paftoral poetry, adopt the language 
of Chaucer, as the only model he could take 
for a fpecimen of the Englifh Doric. Spenfer 
fpeaks in his own dialedl, and, as the poet fays. 
Masks In the roughest veil the sweetefl song. 

* Works, vol. X. p. 283. 
£ 2 
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In the original eflay, Mr. Jones gives the 
prize to Tityrus, or Virgil : but, in the latter,. 
Theocritus divides the kingdom of Arcadia' 
between Virgil and Spenfer, and afligns to 
them his two daughters. Daphne and Hyla,, 
by whom he underftands the two forts of paf- 
toral poetry; the one elegant and polifhed,. 
the other fimple and unadorned, in both; 
which Theocritus excels. \^; 

The remaining poemS in the colleflion, 
confift of trarillations and imitations of Ho- 
race, Sophocles, and Theoclritus ; Saul and 
David, an Ode; and a Satire on the inor- 
dinate Love of Novelty. 

A manufcript of thefe poems, in the hand- 
writing of Mr. Jones, was prefented to Lady 
Jones, by Sir John Parriell, a few weeks only 
before his death. I feledt as a fpecimen of . 
Mr. Jones's poetical talents, at' the age of 
fourteen, thp fhorteft in the coUeaion, in 
imitatidn of a well-known Ode of Horace *, 
and addreiTed to his friend Parnell : 

* Ode 14, lib. li. 
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How quickly fades the 'titalflow'r ! 
Alas, my friend! ejch silent hour 

Steals unperceiv'd away : 
The early joys of blooming youths 
Sweet innocence, and dove-ey'd truth,^- 

Are destin'd to decay. 

Can zeal, drearPluto's wrath restrain? 
No; tho' an hourly viftim stain 

His hallow'd shriile with blood. 
Fate will recall her doom for none ; 
The sce'ptred king must leave his throne, 

To pass the Stygian flood. 

In vain, my Parnell, wrapt In ease. 
We shun the merchant-marring seas ; 

In vain we fly from wars; 
In vain we shun th' autumnal blast; 
(The slow Cocytus must be pass' J;) 

How needless are our cares ! 

I 

Our house, our land, our shadowy grove 
The very mistress of our love. 

Ah me, we foon must leave ! 
Of all. our trees, the hated boughs 
Of Cypress shall alone difiiise 

Their fragrance o'er our grave. 

To others shall we then resign 

The rium'rous casks of sparkling wine. 

Which, frugal, now we store ; 
With them a more deserving heir, 
{Is this our labour, this our care?) 

Shall stain the stucco floor. 

lie 



* 
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The new fituation of Mr. Jones, at the 
Univerfity, did not k" firft coirrefpond. with 
his expedations. .Under the tuition of a 
mafter, who faw with admiration his ca- 
pacity and application, who was anxious to 
aflift his exertions, and rewarded their fuccefs 
with unlimited applaufe, his ardour for learn- 
ing had been raifed to a degree of enthufiafm: 
at the Univerfity, he expetSted to find a Sum- 
ner or Afkew, in every mafter of arts, and 
generally the fame pailidn for literature, which 
he had himfelf imbibed. ; It was evident that 
fuch extravagant ex'peftations muft be dif- 
appointed ; and from the public ledtures, he 
derived little gratification or inftrudion ; they 
were much below the ftandard of his attain- 
ments, and, in fa£t, were confidered as merely 
formal; and, inftead of pure principles on 
fubjedts of tafte, on rhetoric, poetry, and prac- 
tical morals, he complained that he was re- 
quired to attend dull comments on artificial 
ethics, and logic detailed in fuch barbarous 
Latin, that he profeffed to know as little of it 
as he then knew of Arabic. The only logic 
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tlren in fafliion was that of the fchools ; and 
in a memorandum written by himfelf, which 
is my authority for thefe remarks, I find an 
anecdote related of one of the fellows,' who 
was reading Loeke with his own pupils, that 
he carefully pafl"ed over eivery paffage in which 
that great metaphyfician derides "the old 
fyftem. 

With the advice of Dr. Sumner, he was 
preparing for the pfefs his Greek and Latin 
compofitions, including a Comedy, written 
in the language and meafures of Ariftophanes. 
Burt his fblicitude to appear as an author, was 
perhaps prudently checked by the advice of 
other friends; and the propofed publication 
from which he expedled an increafe of re- 
putation, was reludahtly poftponed. This 
comedy, which bears the title of Mormo, 
ftill exifts, but in a ftate of fuch mutilation, 
from the depredations of worms and time, that 
it cannot be publilhed without very copious 
eonjedural emendations. 

Aflier the refidence of a few months at the 
Univerfity, On the 31ft of Odober, 1764, 
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Mr. Jones was unanimoufly. eledled, one o£ 
the four fcholars on the foundation of Sir 
Simon Bennett, to whofe munificence he was 
ever proud to acknowledge his obligations. 
The profpedt of a feUowfliip, to which he 
looked with natural impatience, was however 
remote, as he had three fenipra. 

His partiality for Oriental literature now 
began to difplay itfelf in the ftudy of the 
Arabic, to which he was ftrongly incited by 
the example and encouragement of a fellow- 
ftudent, of great worth and abilities, who had 
acquired fome knowledge in that celebrated 
language, and offered him the ufe of the beft 
books, with which he was well provided. In 
acquiring the pronunciation, he was affifted 
by a native of Aleppo, who Ippke and wrote 
the, vulgar Arabic fluently, but was without 
any pretenfions to the character of a fcholar. 
Mr. Jones accidentally difcovered him in 
London, where he ufually pafled his vaca^ 
tions, and prevailed upon him to accompany 
him to Oxford, under a promife of maintain- 
ing him there. This promife he was oblige4 
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cxclufively to fulfil for feveral months, at an 
expenfe which his finances could ill afibfd, 
being difappointed in the hopes which he had 
. entertained, that fome of his brother collegians 
might be inclined to avail themfelves of the 
affiftance of the Syrian, and participate with 
•him in the expenfe of his maintenance. 

The difguft exprefled by Mr. jfones aftec 
his firft introdudion into the Univerfity foon 
iubfided, and his time now pafled with great 
fatisfadtion to himfelf. He found in it, all 
the means and opportunity of inftrudlion, 
■which he could wifh ; and adopted that re- 
fpeftful attachment to it, which he ever after 
retained. His college tutors, who faw that 
all his hours were devoted to improvement, 
difpehfed with his attendance on their lec- 
tures, alleging with equal truth and civility, 
that he could employ his time to more ad- 
vantage. Their expe«5tations were not dif- 
appointed : he perufed with great afliduity all 
the Greek poets and hiftorians of note, and 
the entire works of Plato and Lucian, with a 
yaft apparatus of commentaries on them ; con- 
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ftantly reading with a pen in his hand, mak- 
ing remarks, and compofing in imitation of 
his favourite authors. Some portion of eveiy 
morning he allotted to Mirza, whom he em- 
ployed in tranflating the Arabian tales of 
Galland into Arabic, writing himfelf the tranf- 
lation from the mouth of the Syrian. He 
afterwards , forredted the grammatical inac- 
curacies of the verfion, by the help of Erpe- 
nius aad Golius. In the courfe of his ap- 
plication to this ancient language, he difcover- 
ed, what he never before fufp€(3ed,- a near 
conne£lion between the modern Perfic and 
Arabic, and he immediately determined to 
acquire the former. He accordingly ftudied 
it with attention in the only Perfian grammar 
then extant ; and having laboured diligently 
at the Gvdiftan of Sadi, affifted by the accu- 
rate but inelegant verfion of Gentius, and at 
the well chofen praxis at the clofe of Me- 
ninski's grammar, he found his exertions re- 
"srarded'with rapid fuccefs. 

His vacations were pafled in London, 
where he daily attended the fchools of Aa- 
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gelo, for the purpofe of ajcquiring the elegant 
accomplifhments of riding and fencing. He 
was always a ftrenuous advocate for the prac- 
tice of bodily exerciiea, as no lefs nfeful to in- 
vigorate his frame, than as a neceffary qua- 
lification for any adive exertions to which 
he might eventually be called. At home, his 
attention was direfted to the modern lan- 
guages ; and he read the bell authors in Ita- 
lian, Spanifli, and Pbrtuguefe, following in 
all relpe£ts the plan of education recommend- 
ed by Milton, which he had by heart; and 
thus, to tranfcribe an obfervation of his own, 
with the fortune of a peafant, giving himfelf 
the education of a prince. 

If the literary acquifitions of Mr. Jones at 
this period be compared with his years, few 
inftances will be found, in the annals of bio- 
graphy, of a more fuccefsful application of 
time and talents, than he exhibits; and it is 
worthy of obfervation, that he was no lefs 
indebted to his uncommon induftry and 
method for his attainments, than to his fu- 
perior capacity. 
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A mmd thus' occupied in the purfuit of 
univerfal literature, was little fufceptible of 
the paffions of avarice or ambition: but, as 
he was fenfible that the charges attending his 
education, notwithftanding his habitual at- 
tention to economy, muft occafion a con- 
iiderable deduction from the moderate income 
which his mother poireifed, he anxioufly 
wilhed for a fellowfhip, that he might relieve 
her from a burden which flie could ill fupport. 
If thp profpe£t of acquiring that advantage 
h^d not been remote, no temptation would 
have feduced him from the Univerfity ; but 
at the period when he began to defpair of 
obtaining it, he received through Mr. Ardeh, 
whofe fifter was married to his friend Sumner, 
kn offer to be the private tutor of LOrd Air 
thorp, now Earl Spencer. He had been re- 
commended to the family of this nobleman 
by Dr. Shipley, to whom he was not then 
perfonally known, but who had feen and 
approved his compofitions at Harrow, and 
particularly a Greek oration in praife of 
Lyon, an honell yeomen, who founded the 
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fchDol at that place in the reign of Elizabeth. 
The propofal was 'cheerfully accepted by Mr. 
Jones ; and in his nineteenth year he went to 
Lpndon, and,was fo delighted with the man- 
ners of his pupil, then juft feven years old, 
that he abandoned all thoughts of a profef- 
fion,. and refolved to devote himfeirto the 
faithful difcharge of the important duties of 
his new fituation. He had the fatisfadtioa 
to find that this determination would pro- 
bably reftore him to the fociety of his beft 
and moft refpe<3:ed friend, Dr. Sumner, as 
he underftood from Mr. Arden, that his 
pupil, after fome preliminary inftrudion, 
would be fixed at Harrow. 

He returned for the prefent to Oxford, 
where he remained for a few months, and 
in the fumraer of 1 765, 'went for the firfl: 
time, as had been propofed, to Wimbledoa 
Park, to take upon himfelf the charge of his 
pupil's education. 

He was now placed in a fphere perfeftly 
new to him.-^If he quitted the Unlverfity 
^ith a regret jJroportioned to his increafing 
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attachment to it, his change of fituation 
offered other advantages, amongfl: which he 
juftly efteemed his introduction into the firft. 
ranks of fociety, and a refidence in one of 
the moft agreeable places in the kingdom. 
He had new objedls to engage his obferva- 
tion, and an interefting occupation, from the 
difcharge of which he derived great fatis- 
fadion ; his apphcation to literature was pur- 
fued without intermiflion, for, although he 
refided at Wimbledon lintil the approach of 
the winter only, he found fufEcient leifure to 
compofe many of his Englifh poems, and to 
read the greateft part of the Old Teftament in 
Hebrew, particularly the Book of Job, and 
the Prophets, which he ftudied with great 
attention. 

In the courfe of the following fummer, by 
an unexpeded concurrence of circumftances, 
a fdlowfhip,, which, in his eftimation, gave 
him abfolute independence, was beftowed 
upon him, and he went for a fhort time to 
Oxford, that he might go through the regular 
forms of eledion and admiffion. He was 
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accordingly elefte'd fellow on the foundation 
of Sir Simon Bennett, on the 7th of Auguft, 
1766. 

The idea bf deriving an ahfolute independ- 
ence from an annual income, not exceeding, 
upon an average, one hundred pounds, may 
appear ridiculous when contrafted with the 
enlarged eftimate of a competence in theie 
times. But this fum, in fa6l, was more than 
the wife economy of a college life then made 
iieceffary for a fmgle man, whofe habits of 
prudence were formed, and Mr. Jones con- 
fidered his fellowfhip as a freehold, in a 
place for which he had now contra<aed an 
enthufiaftic fondnefs, where he had accefs to 
extenfive libraries, rare manufcripts, the com- 
pany of learned men, and all, as he exprefled 
himfelf, that his heart could wifli ; and if he 
had obtained it a year fopner, he would pro- 
bably have been induced to decline the de- 
licate and refponfible .talk- of education. 

On his return to Wimbledon, be was flat- 
tered by an offer from. the Duke of Grafton, 
then at the head of t'h^ Tijeafury, of the place 
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of Interpreter for Eaftern languages : but, sU 
though the acceptance of it might not have 
interfered with his other purfuits, or engage- 
ments, he declined- it politely, but without 
helitation, earneftly requefting that it might 
be conferred upon Mirza, whofe character he 
wrote. This difinterefted follcitation was 
unnoticed ; and his difappointment made him. 
regret his ignorance of the world, in not ac- 
cepting the proffered office, under a refolution 
to configu the entire emoluments of it to his 
Syrian friend. 

During his fummer refidence at Wimble- 
don, he formed an acquaintance to which he 
owed the future happinefs of his life. He 
there faw, for the firft time, Anna Maria, the 
eldeft daughter of Dr. Shipley, then Dean of 
Winchefter : but whatever impreffions her 
perfon and converfation made upon the heart 
of Mr. Jones, his fixed ideas of an honourable 
independence ^zxA a determined refolution never 
to owe his fortune to a wife, or her kindred, 
excluded all ideas of a matrimonial connec- 
tion. In differeut circumftances, he might 
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perhaps havfe then folidited ail alliancei which 
fee afterwards courted and obtained: 

The family of Lord Spencer re'iiioved late 
in Autun;in to London; and Mt. Jones, with 
his ufual avidity to acquire the accomplifh- 
ments of a geiltlemaii, as well as thofe of* a 
fchdlar, privately arranged a plan with Gal- 
lini, who- attended the younger part of the 
family, for receiving inftruaioris from him in 
dancing; at the fame time he continued his 
morning attendance, without intermiffion, at 
the two fchools of AngelOj with whofe man- 
ners he was extremely pleafed. Before he 
left London, he had an opportunity, which 
he did not negledt, of learning the ufe of the 
broad-fword, from an old penfipner at Chelfea, 
who had been a&ive, as his fears proved, in 
many engagements, and whofe narrative pro- 
penlity frequently amufed him. 

Th« acquifition of his new accomplifh- 
mentj by Gallini's afEflance, had been made 
with fecrecy; and the difplay of it enabled 
him to participate with much fatisfad:ion, in 
the evening amufements at Althorp, where he 

Life— v. I. F 
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pafifed the winter with his pupiK But his 
greateft delight was furnifhed by an excellent 
library, in which he found intellectual trea- 
fpres of the higheft value in his eftimation ; 
fcarcety a fingle book efcaped his infpedlion ; 
and fome of the moft rare he perufed with 
indefatigable application. It wa« at this pe- 
riod, in th-e twenty -firft year of his age,, that 
he began his Commentaries on Afiatic Poetry^ 
in imitation of Dr. Louth's Preledlions at 
Oxford, on the facred poetry of the Hebrews. 
The fummer of 1 767, opened a new fcene 
to him J the indifpofition of Lord Spencer ren- 
dered a journey to Spa advisable for the reftor- 
ation of his health, and Mr. Jones attended 
the family: but his refidence on the Continent 
was too fhort to gratify his curiofity. At Spa 
he remained only three weeks, part of which 
he dedicated to the leflbns of Janfon, ©f Aix- 
kr-Chapelle, a moft incomparable dancing- 
mafter, and part to the acquifition of the 
German language, in which he fo far fuc- 
ceeded, as to be able to read Gesner with 
delight,, aflifted only by an excellent German 
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Grammar and Didlonary 5 the proriunciatiori 
he had formerly learnt from a fellow collegian^ 
who had paffed fome years at Brunfwick» 
He would gladly have availed himfelf of the 
inftruftion of a German mafterj but none 
was to be found at Spa, and his finances were 
unequal to the expenfe of procuring that af- 
fiftance from Aix-la-Chapelle. Not with ftand-=> 
ing thefe occupations, he found leifure to 
participate in al the amufements of the 
place. 

In the winter of 1767, Mr. Jones reflded 
with his pupil at Althorp : the attention of 
Lord Spencer's family was then much occu- 
pied in the contefted elediion at Northamp- 
ton; but as he had neither inclination nor 
inducement to take any part in it, he con- 
fined himfelf chiefly to the library, which 
never failed to fupply him with increafing 
fources of entertainment and improvement. 
His excurfions into the regions of literature 
were unlimited, and as his application was 
diredled with his ufual perfeverance, he near- 
ly completed his Commentaries, tranfcribed 
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an 'Arabic manufcript on Egypt and the^Nrle, 
borrowed from 0r. Ruffel, and . copied the 
keys of the Chinefe language, which he 
wiflied to learn. 

The clofe of this year is marked with an 
occurrence, which probably had a material 
influence on the determination of his future 
purfuits. From a motive of mere curiofity, 
he was 'prompted to perufe the little treatife' 
of J EorteJfeue, in praife of the Laws of Eng- 
land ; and, although he was more diverted 
with the fimplicity of the Latin ftyle, thaii 
attracted by the fubje£t, he felt fo much in- 
tereft in the wqrk, as to ftudy it with con- 
fiderable attention. Li the courfe of the re- 
fieftions which it excited, he was naturally 
led to a comparifon of the laws of England 
with thofe of other countries, and he marked 
with delight their uncontroverted claim to 
fuperiority over the laws of every other ftate, 
ancient or modern. Of this fa£t he acknow- 
ledged that he had never before entertained 
an idea. He was now qualified^ to appre- 
ciate with more accuracy, the merits and de- 
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f e£ts of the republican fyftem of Greece and 
Rome, for which he had adopted a Ilrong 
partiality, natural to an enthufiaftic admirer 
of the orators and poets of thofe celebrated 
nations ; arid to examine their jurifprudence 
by a ftandard of comparifon, which imprefled 
his mind with a decided reverence for the 
inftitutions of his own country. He was 
not, however, regardkfs of the deviations in 
praftice from the theoretical perfedtion of the 
conftitution in the contefted eleiftion, of 
which he was an unwilling fpecSator. 

From Althorp he removed, in the fpring 
of 1768, to Wimbledon, where he received 
a propofal from Mr. Sutton, then Under- 
Secretary to the Du^e of Grafton, the account 
of which I fhall relate nearly in his own 
words*. 

The King of Denmark, then upon a vifit . 
to this country, had brought with him an 
eaftern manufcript, containing the life of Na- 
■ ja 

* Introduction to the History of the Life of Nadir Shah. 
Works, vol. xiii p. 311. 
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dir Shah, whjch he was defirous of having 
tranflated in England. The Secretary of 
State with whom the Danifh minifter had 
converfed upon the fubjed, fent the volume 
to Mr. Jones, requefting him to give a literal 
tranflation of it in the French language ; but 
he wholly declined the talk, alleging for his 
excufe, the drynefs of the fubjedt, the diffi- 
culty of the ftyle, and chiefly his want both 
of leifure and ability, to enter upon an under- 
taking fo fruitlefs and laborious. He men- 
tioned, however, a gentleman, with whom 
he was not then acquainted, but who had 
diftinguilhed bimfelf by the tranflation of a 
Perfian hiftory, and fome popular tales from 
the Perfic, as capable of gratifying the wifhes 
of his Djinifh Majefty. Major Pow, the 
writer alluded to, excufed himfelf on ac- 
cou^nt of his numerous engagements, and the 
application to Mr. Jones was renewed. It 
was hinted, that his compliance would be of 
no fmall advantage to him, at his entrance 
Into life; that it would procure him fome 
mark of diftindtion, which would be pleafing 
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to him; and, above all, that it would be a 
refledlion upon this country, if the king 
flipuld be obliged to carry the manufcript 
into France, liacited by thefe motives, and 
principally the laft, unwilling to be thought 
churlifh or morpfe, and eager for reputation, 
he undertook the work, and fent a fpecimen 
of it to his Danifh Majefty, who returned his 
approbation of the ftyle and method, but de- 
ilred that the whole jiranflation might be per- 
fe611y literal, and the oriental images accu- 
rately preferved. The taflc would have been 
far eafier to him, if he had been directed to 
finifti it in Latin j for the acquifition of a 
French ftyle was infinitely more tedious, and 
it was neceflary to have every chapter cor- 
xeGLed, by a native of France, before it could 
be offered to the difcerning eye of the j^ublic, 
fince in every language there are certain pe- 
culiarities of idiom, and nice fhlades of mean- 
ing, which a foreigner can never attain to 
perfection. The work, however arduous and 
unpleafant, was completed in a year, not 
without repeated hints from the Secretary's 
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office, that it was expefted with great im- 
patience by the Court of Denmark. The 
tranflation was not, however, publifhed until 
1 770. Forty copies upon large paper were 
fent to Copenhagen; one of them bound 
with uncommon elegance, for the king him- 
felf ; and the otjiers, as prefents to his cour- 
tiers. 

Such were the circumftances which in- 
duced him, (as he modeftly obferved,) againft 
his inclinations, to defcribe the life of a con- 
queror; and to appear in public as an author, 
before a maturity of judgment had made him 
fee the danger of the ftep. If, (to qiiote his c 
own words) he had reflected on the little folid 
glory which a man reaps from acquiring a 
name in literature, on the jealoufy and envy 
which attend fuch an acquifition, on the dif- 
tant referve which a writer is fure to meet 
with from the generality of mankind, and 
on the obftrudlion which a contemplative 
habit gives to our hopes of being diftinguiftx- 
ed in adive life; if all, or any of thefe re-^ 
fleaioqs had occurred to hini; he would not 
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have been tempted by any confi deration to 
enter upon fo invidious and thanklefs a ca- 
reer: 6ut, as Tu'Uy fays, he would have con- 
Jidered, before he embarked, the nature and ex- 
tent of hts vvyage; now, Jfnce the fails are 
fpna'', the vejfel mujl take its courfe. 

What marks of diftin^idh he received, or 
what fruits he reaped from his labours, he 
thought it w^ould ill- become him to mention 
at the head of a work, in which he profelfed 
to be the hiftorian of others, and not of him- 
f(5lf : but, to repel the falfe aflertiqn^ which 
appeared in an advertifement on this fubjedl 
in the public papers, containing a moft unjuft 
refledlion on the King of Denmark, he con- 
fidered it a duty impofed upon him, by the 
laws of juftice and gratitude^ to print, at t.he 
beginning of his tranflation, the honourable 
teflimony of regard which his Majefty Chrif- 
tian VII. fent publicly to London, a few 
months after the receipt of the work, toge- 
ther with the letter of thanks which he re- 
turned for fo fignal a token of his favour *. 

* See Works, vol. xi. Preface. 
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From thefe documents, it appears that his 
Danij[h Majefty fent to him a diploma, con- 
ftituting him a member of the Royal Society 
of Copenhagen, and recommended him, in 
the ftrongeft terms, to the favour and bene- 
volence of his own fovereign. 

To the hiftory of Nadir Shah, he added a 
Treatife on Oriental Poetry, in the language 
of the tranflation : and I may venture to af- 
fert, that Mr. Jones was the only perfon in 
England, at that time, capable of producing 
a work, which required a critical knowledge 
of two foreign languages, one of which was 
fcarcely known in Europe. Indeed, when 
we confider the accuracy of the tranflation, 
which has been acknowleiged by the moft 
competent judges ; the extreme diflSculty at- 
tending a literal verfion of Oriental imagery 
and idioms; the errors common to all manu- 
fcripts, which he had no means of amending 
by the collation of different copies; and the 
elegance and corrednefs of his French ftyle; 
we cannot but exprefs our aftbnifhment at 
the perfedion of his performance, and the 
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rapidity with which it was completed. The 
annexed treatife on Oriental poetry is inftruc- 
tive and elegant, interefting from its novelty, 
and entertaining from its fubjedl and variety, 
and exhibits the combined powers of tafte and 
erudition. This work was executed by a 
young man in his twenty-third year; and the 
motives which induced him to undertake it, 
had an equal influence on his exertions to 
render it as perfect as poffible. 

In detailing the circumflances attending 
the firft publication of Mr. Jones, I have car- 
ried the narrative to its conclufion, with fome 
anticipation of the Order of time. Part of 
the fummer of 1 768 he palFed at Tunbridge, 
where his private fludies formed his chief oc- 
cupation, and the winter of that year in Lon- 
don. He availed himfelf of the opportunity, 
which his fituation there afforded, of begin- 
ning to learn muiic; and, having made 
choice of the Welch harp, for which he had 
a national partiality, he received leflbns from 
Evans, as long as he remained in town; but, 
as he was then ignorant of the theory of 
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mtific, the mere pradlice, without a know- 
ledge of the principles of the art, gave him 
little delight. I know not that he ever after- 
wards refumed the pradice of the harp, nor 
is it to be regretted that he employed the 
time, which muft have been dedicated to the 
attainment of any degree of perfection on this 
inftrument, in more important purfuits. 

In the beginning of this year, Mr. Jones 
formed an acquaintance with Reviczki, after- 
wards the Imperial minifter at Warfaw, and 
AmbaiTador at the Court of England, with 
the title of Count. This learned and accom- 
plifhed nobleman was deeply captivated with 
the charms of Oriental literature; and the 
ruputation of Mr. Jones as an Oriental fcholar 
attracted his advances towards an intimacy, 
which were eagerly received. 

After their feparation, they commenced a 
correfpondence, which was cultivated with 
attention for many years. Of this corre- ■ 
fpondence, much has been loft, and many of 
the remaining letters are defaced and mutilated. 
They generally wrote in Latin, occafionally 
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in French, on literary fubjedSs chiefly, but 
inore particularly on Oriental literature. From 
that part of the correfpondence, -which took 
place in 1768, I felect fuch letters as feem to 
fall within my plan, and now prefent a fami- 
liar tranflation of them to my readers. ' "? 

* Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKI. 

How pleafmg was that Iialf hour 
to me, in which we converfed: on Perfian. 
poetry, our mutual , delight. I confidered it 
the commencement, of a moft agreeable friend- 
Ihip and i^itercourfe between us; but my ex- 
peftations are difappointed by the circum- 
ftances in wliich we are unavoidably placed ; 
for, my bufinefs will con6ne me to the coun- 
try longer than I wifh ; and you^ as I am in- 
formed^ are preparing to return immediately 
to Germany. I have, therefore, to lament 
that our intimacy is, as it were, nipped in 
the bud. I am not, however, without this 
confolatipn, that if I cannot perfonally con- 
verfe with you, I can at leaft correfpond with 

* Apgendix, Na I 
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you, and thus enjoy the fatisfaftion ariflng 
from a communication of our fentiments and 
ftudies. In mentioning our friendjhipy I fliall 
not, I tfuft, be deemed guilty of an improper 
freedom. Similarity of ftudies, fondnefs for 
polite literature, congenial purfuits, and con- 
formity of fentimeijts, are the great bonds of 
intimacy amongft mankind. Our ftudies 
and purfuits are the fame, with this differ- 
ence indeed, that you are already deeply 
verfed in Oriental learning, whilft I am in- 
ceflantly labouring with all my might to ob- 
tain a proficiency in it. But I will not allow 
you to excel me in partiality for thofe ftu- 
dies, fince nothing can exceed my delight in 
them- From my earlieft years, I was charm- 
ed with the poetry of the Greeks; nothing, 
I then thought, could be more fublime than 
the Odes of Pindar, nothing fweeter [than 
Anacreon, nothing more poliftied or elegant 
than the golden remains of Sappho, Archi- 
lochus, Alca&us, and Simonides : but when I 
had tafted the poetry of the Arabs and Per- 
fians ******* 
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The remainder of this letter is loft : but 
from the context, and the anfwer of Reviczki, 
we may conclude that it contained an elabo- 
rate panegyric on Eaftern poetry, exprefled 
with all the rapture which novelty infpires, 
and in terms degrading to the Mufes of 
Greece and Rome. 

C. REVICZKI to W. JONES, Efquire. * 

London, Feb. 19, 176 8» 

Sir, 

I am highly gratified by your 
reeoUedlion of me, as well as by the repeated 
compliments which you pay me, in your let- 
ters to Madame de Vauclufe. I rouft ac- 
knowledge, that I feel not a little proud of 
them ; but ftill 'more, that an interview of a 
quarter of an hour has procured me the ho- 
nour of your friendfhip. I fliould be moft 
happy to cultivate it, if my pla,ns allowed me 
to remain longer in this country, or if I 
could at leaft fee you at Oxford, which I 

* Appendix,. No» 2.- 
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pttfpofe vifitihg before I leave Etigland. I 
hear, with pleafure, that you have under- 
taken to publifh a Treatife on Oriental Pro- 
fbdy. As I am convinced that you will per- 
for'tti'sthis tafk: moft ably and fuccefsfuUy, I 
anticipate with fatisfadion the mortification 
of all our European poets, who muft blufh at 
the poverty of their profaic language, when 
they find that the Oriental dialefts (inde- 
pendently of rhyme, which is of their inven- 
tion) have true fyllabic quantities as well as 
the Greek, and a greater variety of feet, and 
confequently the true fcience of metre and 
prdfody. 

I take the liberty of fending you a rough 
fketch of one of my lateft tranflations from 
Hafez, with whom I fometimes amufe myfelf 
in a leifure hour. You are too well ac- 
quainted with the genius of the Perfian lan- 
guage, not to perceive the rafhnefs of my at- 
tempt ; I do not indeed pretend to give the 
beauty of the original, but merely its fenfe, 
fimple and unornamented. I have added to 
it a very free paraphrafe in verfe, in which. 
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however, the greateft deviation from the text 
confifts in the oCCafiofial fubftitufion of mif-^ 
trefs for mignon, either to give a connedlion 
to the ftanzas, which in this kind of Gompofir- 
tion is never preferved, or to make it more 
conformable to our European taile* > The 
Perfian poet indeed fpeaks of his miftrefs in 
the firft; verie. 

You will find in the margin fev^ral quo- 
tations from the Greek and Latin PoetSj 
v\^hich occurred to my recoUedion, whilfl: I 
was reading Hafez, exprefling the fame fen- 
timents with the Perfian. I hope to have the 
fatisfa£tion of feeing you here before I leave: 
England, affuring you with truth, that I con- 
fider the honour of your acquaintance among 
' ' the greateft advantages attending my vifit to 
this country. 

I am, &c. — — 



t^—V. I. <^ 
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* C. REVICZKI to Mr. JONES, 

London, Feb. 24,1768. 

Sir, 

I received your learned and 
obliging letter on the fame day on which I 
wrote to you; and I read it with the greateft 
pleafure, though I could have wifhed that it 
had been more juft to your own merit, and 
lefs flattering to me. I will not however take 
your estpreflions literally ; and notwithftand- 
ing your declarations, the tafte and judg- 
ment which you have dilplayed in the paf- 
fages quoted by you, evidently prove that 
you have advanced far in Oriental literature. 
I muft however beg quarter for the Greek 
and Latin; for, admitting, what I am not dif- 
pofed to deny, the perfedtion, and even the 
fuperiority of the Orientals, particularly the 
Perfians in fome fpecies of poetry, I would 
without hefitation renounce all knowledge of 
the three Eaftern languages for that of the 

* Appendix, No. 3. 
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Greek alone. I rejoice that you have made 
fo much progrefs in your work, and that I 
may hope foon to fee it publifhed ; but how- 
to affift you with my advice I know not, as I 
have not with me a fmgle treatife upon the 
fubje(9: of Oriental profody. It is in truth an 
ocean; and fuch are the abundance and va* 
riety of meafures ufed by the Orientals, that 
no memory can retain them. 

I am very anxious to learn under what 
head you clafs the Kafidah, a fpqcies of com- 
pofition highly admired by the Arabs, and 
very fuccefsfuUy cultivated by them; it has a 
nearer refemblance than any other kind of 
poetry to vthe Latin elegy, but its conftrudion 
partakes of that of the Gazel*^ with this dif- 
ference, that the latter is reftrifted to thirteen 
couplets, whilft the number of thofe in the 
Ke^dai. is unlimited; and fecondly, that in 
each diftich of the Gazel^ the fenfe muft be 
complete and finilhed, whijft in the Kqfidah^ 

* Amatory Poemi it js not restricted to thirteen cou- 
plets, as Reviczki writes, but' to seventeen, and generally 
contains about seven or eight. 

G 2 
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the fentltnent is continued through fucceflive 
lines. 

Of this fpecies of compofition, I do not 
know a more perfedt fpecimen, than the 
poem on the death of Mohammed, fo cele- 
brated throughout the Eaft, that every man 
of letters can repeat it. It is one continued 
allegory, but admirable and pathetic, and be- 
gins, if I rightly remember, thus : 

Does memory recall the blissful bowers 

Of Solyma, the seat of many a friend; 
That thus, thy grief pours forth such copious showers. 

And bursting sighs thy lab 'ring bosom rend? 

With refped to your doubts on the fup- 
pofed allegory of Hafez, much may be faid. 
I am rather inclined to believe, that the 
myftical expofition of this great poet, by the 
Mohammedans, may be imputed to their ve-? 
neration and refpedt for his memory, and 
that their objedt in it is to juftify his condud 
as a poet, by reprefenting him equally irre- 
proachable in his morals and compofitions. 
Moft of the commentators, as Shemy, Surury, 
and others, labour to give a myftical inter- 
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pretation of his verfes on wine, youths, plea- 
fures, and a contempt for religion, fo difcre- 
ditable to a good muflulman ; but the ableft 
of them all, the learned Sudi, difclaims this 
mode of illuftration, and profefles to give' a 
literal expofition of the text of Hafez, in op- 
pofition to the opinions of other commen- 
tators, and without queftioning the purity of 
their intentions. It may not be amifs to 
communicate to you an anecdote^ which I 
have read fomewhere refpedting Hafez *. 

* This anecdote is quoted by Sir William Jones, in the 
ninth chapter of his Commentaries on Asiatic Poetry, 
where he states the respective argujBents in support of 
a literal or mystical interpretation of it. Without pro- 
nouncing a positive decision, he gives an opinion in fa- 
vour of a literal interpretation as the most probable. 

In an essay on the mystical poetry of the Persians and 
Hiijdus, composed "some years afterwards in India, 
(Works, vol. iv. p. 211.) he thus expresses himself on 
the subject : " It has been made a question, 'whether the 
" poems of Hafez must be taken in a literal or figurative 
*' sense : but the question does not admit of a general 
" and direct answer; for, even the most enthusiastic qf 
*' liis commentators allow, that some of them are to be 
" taken literally, and his- editors ought to have distin- 
*' guished them. — Hafez never pretended to more than 
" human virtues, and it is known that he had human 
*' propensities ; — after his juvenile passions had subsidedj 
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After the death of this great man, fome of 
the religious were difpofed to deny his body 
the right of fepulture, alleging in bbjedion, 
the licentloufnefs of his poetry : after a long 
difpute, they left the decifion to a divination 
in ufe amongft them, by opening his book at 
random, and taking the firft couplet which 
occurred : It happened to be this : , 

Turn not away from Hafez' bier. 
Nor scornful check the pitying tear j 
For-tho' immers'd in sin he lies. 
His soiil forgiv'n to Heaven shall rise. 

This paflage was deemed a divine decifion ; 
the religious withdrew their objeflions, and 
he was buried in Mofella, a place rendered 
famous by his own verfes. This anecdote, 
I think, is related by Kaleb Celebi. As to 
myfelf, although I am difpofed to believe, 
that when Hafez fpealjs of love and wine, he 
has no recondite meaning, I am equally will- 

" we may suppose, that his mjnd took that religious 
" bent, which appears in most of his compositions; for 
" there can be no doubt that the following distichs, col- 
" lected from different od^j relate to the mystical theo, 
" Ipgy of the Sufis i" %. 
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ing to declare, that his writings are not dis- 
graced by thofe obfceijities, nor thofe grofs 
and filthy expreffions, yyhich fo frequently 
occur in Sadi. 

Nor can I avoid confidering him a free 
thinker; and a hundred paflages might be 
quoted, in which the poet ridicules the Pro- 
phet and his Coran; ag for inftancp, when 
he fays, 

Wine, that our sober Seer proclaims 
Parent of sin, and foul misnames. 
With purer joy my soul beguiles, 
Than beauty's bloom, or beauty's smiles. 

As to the Turkifji poets, I confefs I do not 
read them with the fame pleafure, although 
I am willing to ,allow that fome of them 
have merit. In my opinion, Ruhi, of Bag- 
dad, is the moft agreeaible of xLem all; he 
lias writteaa fome adm>irable fatires. Perhaps 
you are aot a^qujfiated with him. The 
Turkifh poets in general^ are no better than 
■flsviiii imitators of the Perfians, and, often 
defident in tafte and hairmony. 

I cannot comprehend how you have dif- 
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covered an Indelicate meaning in thefe beau- 
tiful lines of Mefihi : 

Send me not, O God, to the tomb, before I 
haye embraced my friend :- 

unlefs you annex an idea of obfcenity to the 
expreflSon of embracing a youth; a fubjedl 
which perpetually occurs not only in Orien- 
tal poetry, but in Greek and Latin. I fend 
you a recent tranflation, with a requeft that 
you will return it when you are tired with 
it, as I have no copy, 

I am, with the greateft efteem 

and veneration, 

Sir, &c, 

* REVICZKI to Mr. JONES. 

London, March 7, 176S, 

I am at a lofs to determine whether 
your letter has afforded me moft pleafure or 
inftrudionj it Is indeed fo admirable, that I 
muft point out the only fault which I find in 
it, that of brevity, although you feem ap- 
prehenfive of being thought tedious. I fuf^ 
* Appendix, No. 4, 
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peft that I am indebted to your partiality and 
politenefs only, for the exceffive encomiums 
which you havfe beftowed upon my tranfla- 
tion of the two odes which I fent to you, as 
well as for the favourable opinion which you 
entertain of my trifles. I am, however, feri- 
oufly obliged to you for your animadverfions 
upon my inaccuracies, though when I con- 
fider their number, I muft impute it to your 
indulgence that you have been fo fparing in 
your corrections. Without wifhing to leflen 
my obligations to your kindhefs, I cannot 
avoid mentioning by way of- apology, that it 
is only three months fmce I refumed the tafk 
of writing verfes, which I renounced when 
I left fchool; and not from any motive of 
vanity, or defire of reputation, but merely 
as an amufement of my leifure hours. My 
relapfe has produced the tranflation of about 
fifty odes of our learned Hafez, 

For whom, each hour a growing fondness brings *, 
As by degrees the vernal alder springs. 

* These lines are taken fropi a juvenile translation of 
Sir William Jones. 
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But obferving, in the progrefs of the work, 
the immenfe inferiority of my verfion to the 
original, I began to be difgufted with it. 

I recone<5t to have read fomewhere with 
great pleafure, the Prele(3:ions of the Bifhop 
of Oxford, of which you fpeak fo highly, 
and which you propofe to imitate, but I re- 
member nothing more of this work, than 
that I thought both the ftyle and arrangement 
of it, equally admirable. The Qrecian and 
Oriental flowers fcattered throughout your 
letter, delighted me exceedingly, and your 
feledlion of them fhews your judgment. I 
alfo approve your idea of vifiting the Eaft; 
but previoufly to your undertaking it, I 
would recommend to you, to make yourfelf 
mafter of the common language of the Turks, 
or of the vulgar Arabic, not only as indifpen- 
fably neceiTary to your communications with 
the Mohammedans, hut as a means of deriv- 
ing pleafure and profit from the journey. 

I do not mean to apply my cenfures on the 
fervile imitations of Turkifh authors to every 
fpecies of imitation; for in fome inftances the 
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imitation, as in the cafe of Virgil with te- 
fpedt to Hefiod, has furpaffed the original. 
Nor can Hafez himfelf deny th€ imputation 
of plagiarifm, having adually tranfcribed 
whole lines from dther poets; his coUedtion 
of poems begins -with an inftance of this kind, 
for the very firft hemiftich is tranfcrihed 
from one of Yezid*, the fon of Mowavea, 
with an alteration only in the collocation of 
the words, not to mention nearly a complete 
ode in another place ; but t am difgufted with 
the ilat and perpetual imitation of the many 
Turkifh poets, to whom we may aptly f^ply 
the vvordis of Horace : 

O servile herd of imitators ! 

Do you wifh to know my opinion relpefl:- 
ing the other Perfian poets, and whetiiBr I 



* Yezid was the son of Mowavea, the first Cahph of the 
race of Ommiah, and being reproached by his father for 
'excessive drinkiAg, Veplifed Us follows : 

Does this thy wrath inspire, l>ecause I qaaff'd 
The grape's rich jaice? — then doubly sweet the draught 
Rage — I will drink unmoved, for to my soul, 
SW€rt is thy wrath, and sweet the flowii^ bowl. 
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think Hafez alone elegant? far from It; for 
who can read without ecftafy the firft page of 
Sadi ? Indeed, my paflion for Oriental lite- 
rature was firft excited by hearing the fol- 
lowing lines of Sadi accidentally repeated by 
my teacher at Conftantinople, who explained 
them to me ; 

All-bounteous Lord ! whose providential care 
E'en on thy proud rebellious sons descends ; 

How canst thou bid thy votaries despair, 

Whose boundless mercy to thy foes extends ? 

But who can fupprefs his indignation, 
when he reads the wretched tranflation of 
this elegant writer, by Gentius ? I acknow- 
ledge however, that I am more delighted with 
Hafez, who unites fine morality with cheer- 
fulnefs. With refpedt to Jami, whofe works 
I do not at prefent poflefs, I remember 
enough of what I read at Conftantinople to 
venture to aflert, that he is the moft fuccefs- 
ful of the Perfian poets. In the judgment 
of Sudi, Hafez is unequal; fome of his odes 
are excellent, others very inferior, and fome 
very tame, whilft Jami preferves an equality 
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throughout. I have not tranflated the ode of 
Hafez, *' If that fair maid," &c. * intoXatia 
verfe, as the fenfe is fo unconnected : but a 
profe tranflation of it with notes, if you wifti 
to have it, is at your fervice. In the mean 
time, I fend you my lateft production, not 
complete indeed, but a mere embryo. Fare- 
wel. 

P. S. It is little to fay, I approve your 
Arabic verfes; I really admire them, but dare- 
not in this inftance attempt to imitate you. 

Reviczki. 

t REVICZKI to Mr. JONES. 

London, March 11th, 1768. 

I was highly delighted with your 

letter, particularly with your various tranf- 

lations, imitations, and complofitionsj they 

not only prove you have 

Made the Greek authors your supreme delight. 
Read them by day, and studied them by night : 

(Francis :) 

f 

* See a poetical translation of this ode, in Sir William 
Jones's Works, vol. v. p. 316. 

f Appendix, No. 5. 
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but that you have attained all the peculiar 
elevation, as well as elegance of that lan- 
guage. Your Ode to Venus is as beautiful 
as Venus herfelf; and you have imitated 
with wonderful fuccefs fo divine an original. 

Is it not melancholy to refledt, that not 
only fo luuch of the compofitions of this 
elegant writer fhould be loft, but that the 
little which remains is fo mutilated and 
corrupted ? 

That the text of the ode feledted by you, 
and even that preferved by Dionyfius, and ~ 
publifhed by Upton, is preferable to that of 
Stephens, or whoever made the emendations 
(fuch as they are), I freely admits for the 
rules of dialeft are not only better obferved, 
but it contains ftronger marks of being genu- 
ine: yet, after all, it is impoffible to deny, 
that there are many chafms in it, as well as 
errors, which cannot be fatisfadiorily amend- 
ed by any explanation or twifting of the 
fenfe. 

That Sappho wrote in the dialed: of her 
own country, which cannot at this time be 
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perfedly underftood, is fufficlently probable; 

but it would be abfurd to fuppofe the jEoHc 

dialect irreconcileable to metre and profodyj 

not to mention the evident corruption of the 

fenfe in fome paflages. .irr- 

****** ., ^ 

Your tranflation of the Epigram, on the 
Kifs of Agatho, is very elegant, and the idea 
in it refembles that of Hafez in the following 
lines : 

Anxious thy blooming charms to see, 
Quick to my lips my soul ascends ; 

Must it expire or live ? — decree ;— 
For on thy viaice my £a,te 4epends. 

I fend you, as I promifed, a profe tranfla- 
tion of the Per^fian ode, together with an at- 
tempt at a poetical verfion of it, which I will 
hereafter improve. Pray inform me, whether 
there is any tranflation of Hafez, printed or 
manufcript, in Latin, or any other European 
language; for I know of no other attempt at 
a tranflation of this poet, than that of the firft 
•ode, lately publiflied iu the Anale<aa of Pro- 
feflTor Hyde. 
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I requeft likewife to be informed, whefe 
I am likely to find the firll book of the Iliad 
of Hoiner, with an analyfis and notes, for 
the ufe of fcholars, printed in England, 
which a friend of mine wiflies to procure for 
his fon* 

The ode, of which you praife the conclud- 
ing verfe, is elegant j I remember only the 
firft couplet j^— > 

Bring wine, and scatter flow'rs abound. 
Nor seek the depths of fate to sound : — ■ 
Such was the morning rose's tale; — 
What say'st thpu, watblef of the vale ? 

Although I have begun the preparations 
for my departure, and have packed up my 
books, if you wifh to have a tranflation of 
this ode, or if it will be of any ufe to you, I 
will undertake it before I go. I wait your 
commands. Farewel. 

* C. REVICZKI to Mr. JONES. 

London, March 29th, 1768. 

That I have deferred longer than 

ufually my reply to your obliging letter, you 

* Appendix, No. 6. 
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muft impute to the no,yel, and ftrange ap- 
pearance of things here. You will not, I 
truft, be difpofed to blame a clelay, occafioned 
by the attention of a foreigner to cuftoms 
which are peculiar to your country, and 
which I never obferved in any other; for -I 
confefs to you that I never faw any thing, 
fimijar to the mode here purfued q£ ; elei^ting 
members of parliament, the novelty of it 
at firft amufed me, but' the increaling tumuk 
Ijcbened and difgufted me, and, by compel- 
ling me to remain at home, afforded me an 
opportunity of writing to you. I rejoice that 
my verfion of the Perfian ode pleafes you, and 
that it has induced you to think me equal to 
the trariflation of the whole collection. But 
highly as I am honoured by your opinion, 
I cannot but think your advice fomewhat 
unmerciful, for what mortal, unlefs 

Or oak, or brass, with triple fold. 
Around his daring bosom roU'd, 

(Francis,) 

would undertake a tfanflation in profe and 
verfe of fix hundred odes? The attempt 
Life—V. 1. H 
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would not only require many years, but an 
entire exemption from all other occupations; 
which is not my^afe ; I tan only make thefe 
ftudies my occaf%nal anlufemeiit I' mean, 
however, fome time or other> to jmblifh as 
much as I can. ^' - 

The perfon who applied to m6 for the firft 
book of the Iliad, with a verbal analyfis, al- 
ready poffefies the key to Homer; but he 
thinks the othef work better adapted to the 
life of boys, becaufe the notes in it are fubi- 
joiiied to the text, which is not the plan of 
the Clavis. - If you have one at hand, oblige 
me by juft looking into it; for* if my nie- 
mory does not fail me, there is a catalogue 
prefixed, mentioning the work which I want, 
and the name of the printer. 
. Although your politehefs has excufed any 
further efforts, I neverthelels fend the ode 
which you requefted in your laft letter but 
one, as I think it will pleafe you. It is by 
no means one of the eafieft, either to under- 
ftand, or tranflate; and indeed, the force of 
the peculiar idioms of a foreign language 



m 

cannot be well eoayey'ed by any circmnlo- 
cution. 4 

You alk my opinion of the affinity be- 
tween the Hebrew and Arabic, and of an 
idiom common to both, of ufmg the future 
for the paft. Though I feldoiti read He- 
brew, or, to fay the truth, though I confi- 
der this facred language rather as an obje61: 
' ' of veneration than of delight, (for, excepting 
the Old Teftament itfelf, and fome rabbinical 
dreams about it, there is nothing in it worth 
perufal,) I well remember, from the little of 
it which I have read, having remarked a clofe 
Cpnne<3:ion between the grammar of the He- 
brew and Arabic, the moods and tenfes in 
both are fo few, as to require the frequent 
fubftitution of one for another; the Greek, 
however, which is fo redundant in moods 
and tfenfes, fometimes does the fame; for in- 
ftance, when it ufes the infinitive for the im- 
perative. With refpe£t to the meafures ufed 
in the two languages, I am of a different 
opinion, for I confider the metrical art of the 
Arabs of much later invention, and to have 

H 2 
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aflumed its prefent form only a fhort time 
before Mohammed, there being no trace 
whatever among them of a more ancient 
poetry.- If the Hebrew poetry had a fimilar 
conftruftion, which may indeed be fufpeded 
from a fimilar ufe of the vowels, we might 
by this time have traced, without difficulty, 
the laws of Hebrew metre by the rules of 
analogy *. 

If the text of the ode, which you mention 
to have read in the mifcellaneous works of 
fome anonymous author, had been corredt, 
you would not have wanted my humble af- 
fiilance : but it is fo full of errors, that I 
muft be an CEdipus to interpret it. Every 
one knows, that the mere irregularity of the 
diacritical points occafiOns infinite difficulty 

* Tlie probability that the metrical compositions of 
the Hebrews and Arabs were founded on the same rules 
of prosody, is intimated by Sir W. Jones, in his Com- 
mentaries on Asiatic poetry, and proposed to the inves- 
tigation of the Jearned. This opinion is suggested, by 
the close affinity of the languages of those ancient people, 
whence he argues to a presumption that their poets used 
the same numbers, feet, and measures, in their com- 
positions. 
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in the OnentaHanguages; but this is doubly 

increafed by the cafual omiffion or aheration 

of the letters themfelves. It is therefore ab- 

folutely neceffary in my opinion, as it is im- 

poffible to find manufcripts without errors^ to 

poflefs two copies of every one which you 

read, that the faults of the one may be cor- 

reded by the other; and this is my method, 
****** 

I have only to conclude by thanking you 
for your Italian fonnet, and expreffing the 
commendation to which it is entitled.— * 
Farewel. 

* Mr. JQNES to C. REVICZKL 

4pril 1768. 
Nothing can afford a ilronger proof 
of your polite attention to me, than your 
laft very friendly letter, which you contrived 
to write in the midft of city buftle, during 
the hoife of riotous mobs, and the tumulj: of 
a parliamentary eledlion, and to accompany 

* Appendix, No. 7. 
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it with a moft beautiful Perfian Ode, and a 
Latin tranflation. Our favourite Hafez de- 
ferves indeed to be fed with ambrofia, and 
I daily difcover, with increafing delight, new 
beauties and elegances in him. The prin- 
cipal difEcuIty attending the tranflation and 
publication of his poems as you have begun, 
confifts in giving them a poetical drefs; but 
this will prove eafier than you imagine ; for 
there are many of his odes, which I conclude 
you will not attempt to tranflate, as contain- 
ing expreflions wholly foreign to our man- 
ners, lofty and daring figures, or abrupt un- 
connefted lines; and this will in fome mea- 
fure alleviate the Herculean labour of the . 

talk. 

****** 

If I were not a fmcere lover of 
truth, and averfe from all diffimulation, I 
fhould lament that our capital has falFefi un- 
' den your infpe6lion in thefe times of turbu- 
lence and diftradtiqn, when the liberty of my 
country, fo univerfally celebrated, has dege- 
nerated into unbridled licentioufnefs, not to 
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fliy outrage. The original form of- our con- 
ftitution is almoft divine ;— rto fuch a degree, 
that no ftate of Rome or Greece could ever 
boaft one fuperior to it; nor could Plato, 
Ariftotle, nor any legiflatpr, even conceive a 
more perfefl: model of a ftate. The three 
parts which compofe it are fo harmonioufly 
blended and incorporated, that neither the 
flute of Ariftojcenus, nor the lyre of Timo- 
theus, ever produced more perfedt concord. 
What can be more difficult than to devife a 
Gonftitution, which, while it guards the dig- 
nity of the fovereign, and liberty of the people, 
from any encroachment by the influence and 
power of the npbility, preferves the force and 
majefty of the laws froni violation, by the 
popular liberty? This was the cafe formerly 
in Qurifland,- and would be fo ftill, if the 
folly of fome had not prompted them to fpur 
on the populace, inftead of holding them in. 
I cannot therefore reftrain my indignation 
againft Wilkes, a bold and able, but turbulent 
man, the very torch and firebrand of fedi- 
tion : but what can be faid in defence of the 
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honour and confiftency of fame of our nobi- 
lity, who, after having given him their coun- 
tenance and fupport, fhamefuliy deferted and 
betrayed him ? 

If you wilh to obtain more accurate in- 
formation refpedling our laws and cuftoms^, I 
recommend to your perufal Smith's Treatife 
on the Englifh Conftitution, and the Dia- 
logue of Fortefcue in praife of the Laws of 
England. Thomas Smith was the Englifh 
ambaffador in France in the reign of Eliza- 
beth, and hiis work is in Latin, and not in- 
elegantly written. To tortefcue's little trait, 
we may apply the words of Xenophon to the 
Teleboas; " it is not large, but beautiful." 
He was Chancellor of England under Henry 
the Sixth, and was compelled by the dillrac- 
tions of the times, to take refuge with his 
pupil Prince Edward in France, where, in 
an advanced age, he compofed his little 
golden dialogue. Thefe books will convince 
you that our laws are framed with the great- 
eft wifdom, and that as Pindar, quoted by 
Plato in his Gorgias, fays. 
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Sov'reign o'er all, eternal law ' 

On Gods and Men imposes awe, 
And justice, strengthen'd by her hand. 
O'er all exerts supreme cornmand. 

When I refleft on our conflitution, I feem 
as it were to contemplate a game at chefs, a 
recreation in which we both delight. For we 
have a King whofe dignity we ftrenuoufly de- 
fend, but whofe power is very limited; the 
l:nights, and rooks, and other pieces, have 
fome kind of refemblance to the orders of 
nobility, who are employed in war, and ia 
the management of public affairs; but the 
principal ftrength is in the pawns, or people j 
if thefe are firmly united, they are fure of 
victory, but if divided and feparated, the 
battle is loft. ' The motions of all, as in 
the game of chefs, are regulated by fixed 
laws :. laftly, when I confider myfelf, I feem 
like a fpeftator, contemplating for his mere 
amufement the two parties at the game; but 
if it ever fhould be ray lot to be concerned in 
the adminiilration of affairs, I will renounce 
gain and popularity, and purfue one objeft. 
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and one only, to preferve our beautiful con- 
ftitution inviolate. 

Contrary to my intention, I find I have 
been prolix; I will, therefore, turn to another 
fubjeft. I read your laft letter with an ap- 
prehenfion, that it might communicate the 
intelligence of your fpeedy departure from 
England; but as you are filent on this head, as 
my bufinefs here will foon be concluded, and 
as I know the uncertainty of all human 
affairs, I am determined to embrace an op- 
portunity, which, if I now negle6^, may not 
again occur, of paying you a vifit in London 
about the middle of the month. — Farewel. 

* Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKI.— 
No Date. — 1768. 

I have received your 
two letters replete with tafte and erudition : 
your kindnefs towards me is as confpicuous 
in them, as the brilliancy of your genius. I 
now reply to both. 

• Appendix, No. 8, 
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Your approbation of my intention to pub- 
lifh my work, gives me, as it ought, great 
pleafure; for I cannot but rejoice, as Hedtor 
in the tragedy fays, " in the praife of one, 
** who is himfelf entitled to praife." The 
perufal of the two odes of the divine poet, 
afforded me infinite delight; they are very 
beautiful, but their beauties are more confpi- 
cuous from your luminous interpretation. 
Your metrical imitation of them is elegant, 
and if you vsrill allow me to publifh it in my 
work, you will equally oblige me and my 
readers, who will be glad to hear the Perfian 
poet fpeak Latin; if you obje£t to this, copies 
of them fhall be depofited with my treafures, 
and the originals reftored to yOu as foon a* 
poffible. You bid me return the verfes to 
you when I am tired with them : this is as 
much as to fay keep them for ever, for it is 
impoilibk that I can ever be tired with the 
perufal. 
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* Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKL 

Oxford, November 1768. 
I cannot refill tHe temp- 
tation of writing to you, although I fear you 
may have quitted this country before my 
letter arrives. 

I have received your obliging letter, vsrith 
an elegant ode of Hafez, which I read with 
the greateft pleafure, or rather devoured. 

But what neceffity is there to fay more, 
fince it is poffible that what I write, may 
never reach you I Let me, again and again, 
jntreat and befeech your remembrance of me 
wherever you go, and that you will -^rite to 
me as fpeedily, and at as great a length as 
poffible. Be affured that nothing has, or 
ever can, afford me greater pleafqre than your 
friendfhip. 

**«**■» 

Thefe letters ftrongly mark the enthufiafm 
of Mr. Jones, and his learned friend Reviczkl, 
for Oriental literature; nor am I furprifed to 

* Appendix, No. 9, 
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find that the former flioiild have been led by 
it, to entertain an intention of vifitlng the 
Eaft : iio one, however, will regi"et that it 
was at that period abandoned. Every reader 
will pferufe with pleafurt; the enthuiiaftic 
veneratlbti exprefled by- Mr. Jones for the 
Britifli cohftitution, and the ardour with 
which he pronounces himfelf its champion; 
they will alfo remark that his attachment to it 
was indelible, and acquired ftrength from his 
Increafing knowledge of its laws and prin- 
ciples, , "'( ' 
• For an account of his occupations at Wim- 
bledon, where he paffed the Spring of 1769, 
J fhall tranfcribe part of a letter which he 
wrote to an intimate friend, John Wilmot, 
Efquire. 

*' My life is one unvaried fcene , of writing 
** letters, and attending the dbnzelle vezzofe 
^' e tenerolle, by whofe beauties I confefs 
" myfelf eafily overcdrae. _ . * 

" I have juft read Robertfon's Life of 
*• Charles the Fifth, the narrative of which 
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" is 4mufiftg and inftrudive, and the llyle 
" flowing and elegant: but the former wants 
*' that fpirit and fire of genius, that alone 
" can make a hiftory animated, and leavp 
" great imprefliona on the mind and the 
*' latter has top great a famenefs in the tura 
** of the fentencesj and abounds with too 
" many affefted words. 

" I have alfo given my favourite. Petrarch 
*' a fecond reading, and was fo muth pleafed 
" with his lamentations over Laura, that I 
** feledled the moll beautiful paflages, and 
*' threw them altogether in the form of an 
*' Elegy *, which I fend you enbloledj but 
" beg you will return it as foon as ydu can, 
" as I have no other copy. I fear I fhall not 
" be at Oxford this Spring, but am not cer- 
*' tain. Give my compliments to, Poore, and 
*' tell him, if he will defcend from th« ftarr^ 
•' temple of philofophy, and write to a very 
", idle fellow, I fhall be glad to hear from 

* Works, vol. X. p. 261. 
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** him, efpeclially as I am defirous of know- 
** ing his fentiments abput my Treatife De 
" Poefi Afiatica." 

***** 

In the Summer of this year, Lord Althdrp 
was fettled at Harrow^ and Mr. Jones, who 
accompanied him there, had the fatisfa<3:ion 
of feeing himfelf reftored to the fociety of . 
Dr. Sumner. Thfeir enthufiafm for literature 
was equ^i: the mafter contemplated, with 
delight unmixed with envy, a rival of his 
own erudition in his fcholar, who acknow- 
ledged with gratitude his obligations to his 
f)receptoru Their intercourfe, although in- 
terrupted, had never been difcontinued; and 
Mr. Jones feldom fufFered any donfiderable 
time to elapfe without vifiting Harrow, Dur- 
ing his refidence there at this period, he 
tranfcribed a Perfian Grammar, which he had 
three years before compofed for 'the ufe of a 
fchool-fellow who had been deftined for India, 
but had fince relinquifhed that objed for a 
commiffion in the army. 

I fitid alfo from his correfpondence, that 
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he had begun a Didionary of the Perfiart 
Language, in which the principal words were 
illuiirated from the moft celebrated authora 
of the Eaft : but he expreffed at the fame 
time his determinatiori not to continue the 
work, unlefs the India Company would pur- 
chafe it at a confiderable expenfe. 

The ferious reader has probably remarked, 
that, amidft the attention of Mr. Jones to 
general literature, Religion has pot been men- 
tioned as an obje£t of his ftudy, and he may 
be folicitous to know his opinions on this 
important fubjed:, and whether he had made 
any, and what, progrefs in that knowledge, 
in comparifon. of which all erudition is tri- 
fling, and human fcience vain. Notwith- 
ftanding the anxiety of Mrs. Jones for the 
improvement of her fon, and her indefatiga- 
ble exertions to pi'omote it in his early years, 
{he had initiated him no further in the prin- 
ciples of our holy faith, than to teach him the 
Lord's Prayer and Apoftles' Creed. During 
his refidence at Harrow, at the earneft recom- 
mendation of Dr. Glafle, whofe name I men- 
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tlon with reverence, Mr. Jones was induced 
to perufe a work, intitled, " Private Thoughts 
on Religion," by Bifhop Beveridge, with 
confiderable attention; and he was particu- 
larly ftruck with a paflage, in which the 
pious author argues, that a profeffion of 
Chriftianity merely becaufe our countrymen 
profefs it, without a candid enquiry and fin- 
cere conviction, would be no better reafon 
for our faith, than the Mohammedans have 
for theirs. The obfervation readily fuggefted 
to his recollection a famous couplet in Zayre, 
which he did not hefitate to apply to himfelf: 

J'eusse ete pres du Gange, esclave des faux dieux, 
Chretienne dans Paris, Mussulmane en ces lieux. 

I wifh for my Own fatisfadion, as well as 
that of my reader, that I were able to pro- 
nounce what iniprefEon the perufal of this 
work made upon the min<l of Mr. Jones. 
It is probable, and the prefumption is not 
advanced without reafon, that it induced him 
to refledt with more ferioufnefs than he had 
ever before entertained on the fubjeit of re- 

ijre—V, I. I 
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ligion, and to invefligate the grounds on 
which the Old and New Teftament had been 
received, during fo many ages, as the Word , 
of God. It is evident however, from a con- 
verfation with two of his clerical friends at 
Harrow at this time, when he was in his 
twenty-fourth year, that his belief in Chrif- 
tianity was not unmixed with doubts. Thefe 
doubts were flated by him, in hopes of ob- 
taining a folution of themj but being difap- 
pointed, he declared his determination to 
perufe the whole of the Scriptures in the 
original uninterruptedly, that he might be 
enabled to form a corredt judgment of the 
conneftion between the two parts, and of 
their evidence both internal and external. 
The expofition of his doubts to thofe whom 
he thought qualified to folve them, was a 
proof of his anxiety to kno the truth ; and 
the determination which he formed in con- 
fequence of his difappointment, is no lefs a 
proof of his fmcerity in the fearch of it. I 
cannot deny myfelf the fatisfadtion of anti- 
cipating the conclufion to which his invefti- 
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g^tion led, a firm belief in the authenticity 
and infpiration of the Holy Scriptures. 

In a Hebrew copy of the book of Hofea, 
I find a feries of Propofitions in the hand- 
writing of Mr. Jones, containing the Iketch 
of a demonftration of the divine authority of 
the Chriftian Religion. Thefe Propofitions 
appear to have been written near the period 
of the preceding converfation at Harrow. 
They are not expreffed with fuch accuracy or 
elegance, as to juftify a fuppofition that they 
were intended to be made piiblic; but as I 
know that he always confidered the demon- 
ftration contained in them fatisfaftory, I ex- 
hibit them as evidence of his early conviftion 
of the truth and completion of the prophecies 
refpedting our Saviour. 

PROPOSITION I. 

There is as much reafon to believe, that the 
writings of Ifaiah and the Hebrew Prophets, 
as that thofe of Homer and the Greek Poets, 
are more ancient than the time of Jefus. ; 

I 2 
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OhjeSiion. Some men might have an in- 
tereft in forging Ifaiah. 

Anfii)er. Forged writings would have 
been more in point. Thofe of Ifaiah bear no 
marks of forgery; and the Jews themfelves, 
who were puzzled by them, acknowledged 
their antiquity. 

PROPOSITION II, 

Thefe ancient writings, efpecially Ifaiah, 
allude to fome great event, and to fome real 
extraordinary perfon, " who was put to 
*' death, and complained not;" &c. Ifaiah, 
chap. liii. 

PROPOSITION III. 

The life and death of Jefus, his virtues and 
dodtrines, though not his miracles, are as 
much to be believed, as the life and death of 
Socrates, his virtues, and his dodrine, 

PROPOSITION jv. 

No perfon in the hiftory of the Jews, be- 
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fore or after Jefus, coincides with this ac* 
count, except Jefus. 

Therefore Jefus was the fubjed of their 
^writings, which are confequently infpired; 
and he a perfon of an extraordinary nature, 
that is, the Meffiah. 

If this be juft reafoning, we may believe 
his miracles, and mujl obey his law. 

If difficulties occur, and we are aiked, 
'• how they can be folved," we may fafely 
anfwer, " V/e do not know;" yet we may 
truly be, and juftly be -called Chriftians. 

To thefe Propofitions, the' following note 
is fubjoined :■ — " What muft be the import- 
" ance of a book," of which it may be truly 
faid, " if this book, be not true, the religion 
** which we profefs is falfe ?" 

Mr. Jones returned with his pupil froni 
Harrow, in the Autumnal vacation of 1769, 
and availed himfelf of this opportunity to 
vifit his friends at Oxford. During his refi- 
dence there, he made an excurfioh to Foreft 
Hill, the occafional habitation of Milton ; for- 
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whofe genius and learning, he early and ever 
entertained the higheft veneration. The 
public will read with pleafuire his own rela- 
tion of what he faw and felt on this occafion, 
in an animated letter which he wrote to 
Lady Spencer. 

To Lady SPENCER. 

7th Sept. 1769. 
The neceffary trouble of cor- 
refting the firft printed Iheets of my hiftory, 
prevented me to-day from paying a proper 
refpe£t to the memory of Shakefpeare, by at- 
tending his jubilee. But I was refolved to 
do all the honour in my power to as great 
a poet, and fet out in the morning in com- 
pany with a friend to vifit a place, where 
Milton fpent fome part of his life, and where, 
in all probability, he compofed feveral of his 
earlieft produdions. It is a fmall village 
fuuated on a pleafant hill, about three miles 
from Oxford, and called Foreft Hill, becaufe 
it formerly lay contiguous to a foreft, which 
has fmce been cut down. The poet chofe 
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this place of retirement after his firft mar- 
riage, and he defcribes the beauties of his 
retreat in that fine paflage of his L'Allegro : 

Sometime walking, not unseen, 

By hedge-row elms, on hillocks green. 

"ifr TK' ^ ''If ^ 'if ' 

While the ploughman, near at hand, 
Whistles o'er the furrow'd land. 
And the milkmaid singeth blithe. 
And the mower whets his scythe } 
And ev'ry shepherd tells his tale, 
Under the hawthorn in the dale. 
Straight mine eye hath' caught new pleasures. 
Whilst the landscape round it measures : 
Russet lawns, and fallows grey, 
Where the nibbling flocks do stray; 
Mountains, on whose barren breast. 
The lab 'ring clouds do often rest; 
Meadows trim, with daisies pied, 
Shallow brooks, and rivers wide; 
Towers and battlements it sees, 
Bosom'dhigh in tufted trees. 
****** 

Hard by, a cottage chimney smokes, 
From betwixt two aged oaks. &Ci 

It was neither the proper feafon of the 
year, nor time of the day, to hear all the 
rural founds, and fee all the objedts men- 
tioned In this defcriptlon; but, by a pleafing 
concurrence of circumftances, we were fa- 
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luted, on our approach to the village, with 
the mufic of the mower and his fcythej we 
faw the ploughman intent upon his labour, 
and -the milkmaid returning from ber coun- 
ti'y employment. 

As we afcended the hill, the variety of 
beautiful objedts, the agreeable ftillnefs and 
natural fimplicity of the whole fcene, gave 
us the higheft pleafure. We at length reach- 
ed the fpot, whence Milton undoubtedly took 
moft of his images; it is on the top of the 
hill, from which there is a moft extenfive 
profpedt on all fides : the diftant mountains 
that feemed to fupport the clouds, the vil- 
lages and ttirrets, partly ihaded with trees of 
the fineft verdure, and partly raifed above 
the groves that furrounded them, the dark 
plains and meadows of a greyifh colour, where 
the fheep were feeding at' large, in fliort, the 
view of the ftreams and rivers, convinced us 
that there was not a fingle ufelefs or idle 
word in the above-mentioned defcription, but 
that It was a moft exaft and lively reprefent^ 
atlon of nature. Thus will this fine pafTage, 
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which has always been admired for its ele- 
gance, receive an additional beauty from its 
exadlnefs. After we had walked, with a 
kind of poetical enthufiafm, over this en- 
chanted ground, we returned to the village. 

The poet's houfe was clofe to the church, 
the greateft part of it has been pulled down, 
and what remains, belongs to an adjacent 
farm. I am informed that feveraf papers in 
Milton's own hand, were found by ihe gen- 
tleman who was laft in pofleffion of the eftate. 
The tradition of his having lived there is 
current among the villagers : one of thera 
fliewed us a ruinous wall that made part of 
his chamber, and I was much pleafed with 
another, who had forgotten the name of 
Milton, but recolledled him by the title of 
The Poet. 

It muft not be omitted, that the groves 
near this village are famous for nightingales, 
which are fo elegantly defcribed in the Pen- 
fierofo. Moft of the cottage windows are 
Dvergroxyn with fweet briars, vines, and ho- 
^jiey-fucklesi and that Milton's habitation had 
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the fame rullic ornament, we may conclude 
from his defcription of the lark bidding him 
good-morrow. 

Thro* rile sweet-briar, or the vine. 
Or the twisted eglantine : 

for it is evident, that he meant a fort of ho- 
ney-fuckle by the eglantine; though that 
word is commonly ufed for the fweet-briar, 
which he could not mention twice in the 
fame couplet. 

If I ever pafs a month or fix weeks at Ox- 
ford in the Summer, I fhall be inclined to 
hire and repair this venerable manfion, and 
tO' make a feftival for a circle of friends, in 
honour of Milton, the moft perfedt fcholar, 
as well as the fublimeft poet, that our coun- 
try ever produced. Such an honour will be 
lefs fplendid, but more fmcere and refpe£lful, 
than all the pomp and ceremony .on the 
banks of the Avon. 

1 have the honour, &c. 

Tovvards the end of this year, Mr. Jones 
accompanied the family of Lord Spencer in a 
journey to the Continent. I cannot better 
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defcri'be his occupations and reflections during 
this cxcurfion, than in his own words: 

* Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKL 

Nice; 4th Feb. 1770. 

The date of my letter will not fail 
to furprize you ; for I do not write from the 
plains, through which the Thames or Ifis, fo 
juftly dear to me, glides, but from the foot 
of the Alps, and in front of the Ligurian fea. 
I have refided in this delightful little 
fpot .neajrly three months; it was not pof- 
fible therefore for me to receive your two 
moft acceptable letters, dated in September 
and January, before my departure from Eng- 
land: I have read them with fmgular pleafure, 
to which their length did not a little contri- 
bute- You cannot conceive my anxiety to 
perufe your Treatife on the Military Art of 
the Turks j it is, I underftand, depofited in 
Lord Spencer's houfe in London, but I ex- 
pert to receive a copy by the firfl veflel which 

* Appendix, No. J 1. 



'124 
fails from England for 'this port, and I tvill 
take care that the three remaining copies, 
fhall be fafely and expeditioufly delivered to 
your friends, and if yours^ mine alfo, al- ' 
though I do not even know them by fight. 

The approbation which your work has re- 
ceived in Germany, delights, without fur- 
prizing me. It was firft mentio.ned to me by 
a nobleman of that country, apparently a man 
of tafte and amiable manners, who holds, I 
believe, a public office at Milan; and he pro- 
mifed not only to fend it to me, but to inform 
me of your health, and where to addriefs youj 
a promife which gave me the greateft fatisfac- 
tion: for I fufpeded (forgive the injuftice of 
the fufpicion) that I no longer retained a 
place in your remembrance, and in confe- 
quence defpaired of hearing from you, unlefs 
I firft wrote to you. In this fufpenfe, I re- 
ceived your two moft welcome letters with 
fourteen odes: they are not only worthy of 
the lyre, but the lyre to which they are fung, 
ought to be of gold. I am indeed proud of 
your con'defcenfion in alking my opinion of 
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theiri, as I can by no means think myfelf en^ 
titled to fuch an honour, I will however 
make my remarks upon them as well as I can, 
and return them to you when 1 receive an 
anfwer to this letter ; for I fhould be lorry to 
truft fuch precious writings to the uncertain 
conveyance of the poft. 

This letter will probably reach you in a 
fortnight, and I beg you to gratify me by an 
early acknowledgment of It ; for I aflure you 
with great truth, that nothing can give me 
more pleafure than a letter from you, how- 
ever hafty. You perhaps wlfli to know how 
I employed my time after your departure 
from England; a fhort explanation will fuf- 
fice. Amongft other occupations, I revifed 
and corrected my Commentaries on Oriental 
Poetry, and when I was preparing an accurate 
tranfcrlption of the manufcript for your peru- 
fal, I was unexpectedly Interrupted by a bufi- 
nefs of more importance*. 

* The business here alluded to, is the trinslation of 
the life of Nadir Shah, the circumstances of which have 
been already detailed, and are repeated in another letter: 
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****** 

I had fcarcely brought this work to a con- 
clufion, when, in confequence of the fud- 
den indifpofition of the younger filler of my 
pupil, (who frequently talks of you) her 
father determined to pafs the winter with his 
family in Italy, or the South of France. I was 
therefore under the* neceflity of entrufting my 
hiftory (as the King of Denmark was anxious 
for its publication) to a Frenchman, upon 
whofe accuracy I could depend, for correct- 
ing the errors of the prefs. I have juft learn- 
ed from him, that the work is printed ; and I 
will take care that not even his Daniih 
Majefty fliall receive a copy of it before you. 
Having thus left England, we repaired to 
Paris, and after rather a tedious refidence 
there, we proceeded with great rapidity by the 
Rhone to Lyons, and from that place con- 
tinued our journey by Marfeilles, Frejus, and 
Antibes, to Nice, 



the particular mention made of them in the letter before 
the reader, is therefore untranslated. 
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Where Spring in all her charms perpetual reigns, 
And bs^nish'd Winter flies the blooming plains. 

Even here we fhall remain longer than I 
wifti; but I hope to return to England by the 
beginning of June. I proppfe, however, if I 
fliould have an opportunity, to crofs the fea 
about the middle of this month, and vifit 
Florence, that celebrated colony of the Tri- 
umviri, and the cradle of reviving literature, 
as well as Rome, the nurfe of all elegant arts, 
and perhaps Naples; but on this plan you 
ihall hereafter know ray determination. You 
may perhaps enquire, what are my occupa- 
tions at this place : I will tell you in few 
words; mufic, with all its fweetnefs and feel- 
ing j difficult and abftrufe problems in ma- 
thematics; the beautiful and fublime in po- 
etry and painting; thefe occupy all my fenfes 
and thoughts ; nor do I negledt the ftudy of 
the military art, which it woul^ be the great- 
eft difgrace to an Englifh gentleman not to be 
acquainted with. I have written much In 
my native language, and amongft other things 
a little Tradt on Education, in the manner 



of Ariftotle, that is, the analytic manner. I 
have moreover begun a tragedy, to which I 
have given the title of Soliman, whofe moft 
amiable fon periflied miferably, as you k"0w, 
by the treachery of a ftep- mother. The 
ftory is full of the moft afFeding incidents, 
and has paore fublimity even than the trage- 
dies of ^fchylus, as it abounds with Oriental 
images. I fend you tranflations of two odes, 
one from Hafez, the other from the very an- 
cient Arabic poet; but I have adapted the 
images of the latter to the Roman manners, 
and I fill the remainder of the paper with a 
Greek epigram, in imitation of a little Eng- 
li'fh fong. Farewel. You fhall have your 
papers as foon as I am informed that you 
have received this letter. ^ 

* Mr. JONES to N. B. HALHED. 

Nice, March \, 1770. 

I received your fhort letter 

with great pleafure, as it convinced me, that 

you were not infenfible of my efteem for you, 

* Appendix, No. 12. 
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and iiich as fefemble you. I wrote iihmedl-s 
ately to my friends, as you defired, moft eaf- 
neftly requefting them to promote your views, 
i^s if my own intereft were concerned; if they 
accede to my wifhes in this refgeft, they will 
oblige me and themfelyes too; for doubtlefs 
I fhall be ready to make them every return 
that I can. I think however that I fhall have 
it in my power to ferve you more effectually, 
after my return to England ; and I beg ydu to 
believe, that no, inclination or efforts on my 
part, Ihall ever be wanting to promote your 
wifhes. 

My health is goodi but I long for thofe 
enjoyments, of which I know nOt well how 
to bear the privation. When I firft arrived, 
here, I was delighted with a variety of objedbs,, 
rarely, if ever, feen in my own country, — 
olives, myrtles, pomegranates, palnis, vine- 
yards, aromatic plants, and a furprifmg variety 
of the fweeteft flowers, blooming in the midfl 
of winter. But the attradtion of novelty has 
ceafed; I am now fatiated, and begin to feel 
Ibmewhat of difguft. The windows of our 

Life—Y. I. K. 
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inn are fc^rcely thirty paces from the fea,, and 
as Ovid beautifully fays — 

Tired, on the unifo/m exp.ans,e I gaze. 

I have therefore no other refburce than, 
with Cieero, to count the waves, or, with Ar- 
chimedes and Archytas, to meafure the fands. 
1 cannot defcribe to you how weary I am of 
this place, nor my anxiety to be again at 
Oxford, where I might jell with you, or phi- 
lofophize with Poore. If it be not inconveni- 
ent, I wifh you would write to me often, for I 
long to know how you and our friends are: 
but write if you pleafe in Latin, and with 
gaiety, for it grieves me to obferve the un- 
eafinefs under which you appear to labour. 
Let me ever retain a place in your affection, 
as you do in mine; continue to cultivate po- 
Kte literature; woo the mufes; reverence 
philofophy; and give your days and nights to 
compolition, with a due regard however to 
the prefervation of your health. 



131 
* Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKI. 

Nice, Jjyrit X'llO, 
It is impoflible to defcrifce 
my vexation at not hearing from you, and I 
can only conclude that you have not received 
my letter of February, or, what would be 
more unpleafant, that your letter has mifcar- 
ried, or finally, what I dread even to fufpeiS, 
that I no longer retain a place in your re- 
membrance. I have written to you from 
this place, not (as Cicero fays to Lucceius) a 
very fine epiftle, but one that I cannot but 
think would be acceptable to you, becaufe it 
was very long, and contained, befides, much 
information refpefting myfelf. After a fuf- 
ficient time for the receipt of an anfwer, 
which I moft anxioufly expected, I daily en- 
quired if there were any letters from Vienna; 
— none, none, was the reply day after day. 
My anxiety and uneafinefs at this difappoint- 
ment darly increafed, and nearly two months 
are now eiapied without a line from you. 

* Appepdrx, Np. 13-. 
K -2 
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What can I do? or what fhall I devlfe? I 
fear to truft your papers, which you defired 
me to return, to a conveyance fo hazardous 
as the poft; although I am perfuaded it will 
be inconvenient for you to be fo long without 
them; but although I cannot venture to fend 
them before I hear from you, I inclofe my 
remarks, which you may throw into the fire, 
if you do not like them : — they are, as you 
feemed to wilh, fomewhat hypercritical, and 
perhaps too fevere. 

Your Treatife on the Military Art of the 
Turks, delighted me exceedingly; nothing 
can be more ufeful or opportune. As I can- 
not depend upon this letter reaching you, I 
write but little, having no wifh to talk to the 
winds, and rifk the lofs of time, which I can 
better employ. I expedl to leave this town 
about the middle of the month. My propef- 
ed Italian Expedition is deferred to a future 
period. Farewel, my Charles, and remember 
me, as I do you. After my return to Eng- 
land I will write to you frequently, and my 
letters fhall be lo'nger and more cheerful. 
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»Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKL— 
Date erafed. • 
Although I cannot poflibly receive 
an anfwer to my letter before I leave this 
place, I will ^lot have to reproach myfelf for 
neglecting an opportunity of writing to you. ^ ' 
I concur moft heartily in your fentiments on 
the pleafures of travelling, as on all other 
fubjedts; nothing, in my opinion, can be 
more ufeful or more delightful. How much 
more agreeable would my journey be, if I 
could make Vienna a part of It, where I 
might enjoy your converfation, philofophize 
with you, trifle away an idle hour, or explore 
with you the hidden treafures of ppetry. As 
I am deprived of this happinefs, I fliall take 
the liberty of faying fomething not fo favour- 
able of the pleafures, which I actually enjoy. 
1 am difgufted with the odious rattle of 
French gaiety; and the calm ferenity.of an 
Italian fky has fomething gloomy in it. I 
am fo much in love with myfelf, /. e. fo m^ch 

* Appendix, No. 14. 
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befide myfelf, that, in my own eyes, I appear 
more worthy of your friendfhip than ever. 
You cannot conceive how different I am from 
what you knew me in England. I was then 
young and thoughtlefs; now I devote myfelf 
wholly to polite literature, and the great ob- 
je£ts of my ambition are virtue, fame, andj 
above all, your friendfhip; objects than 
which nothing can be more divine, eftimable, 
or dear to me. That I may not altogether 
write an unlettered letter, I fend you a Greek 
verfion of an Englifh epigram. It was com- 
pofed in a calm night, by a friend of taint, 
and 1 tranflated it at his requeft. I think It 
' will pleafe you, as it appears to have an af- 
finity to the flyle of Meleagei", and other 
poets in the Anthologia *. 

To |.ady SPENCER. 

Nice, April lith, 1770. 

It is with great pleafure, 
that I acquaint your Ladyfhip, that Mra. 

* Sir William Jones's Works, vol. v. — In the original, 
Mr. Jones indulges himself with a play on words, which 
cannot be imitated in the translation. 
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Poyntz, . Ldd jr Harriet, and heir brother, are 
perfedly well; Mrs. Poyntz goes this moril- 
ing to Villa Franca ; 1 ath t6 be her knight, 
and am juft equipped to rtotint my Rofi- 
nante; Madembifeiie Annette is to go upon 
Lady Mary Somerfet's afs ; fo we fhall make a 
formidable proceffion. It is a delightful morn- 
ing, and I hope Mrs; Poyntz will be pleafed 
with her jaunt. We have had very bad 
weather, violent rains, and iftotttis of thun- 
der in the night, a clofe, fultry heat all day, 
and a very fharp cold every evening; but 
the fpring feems now to be pretty well fet- 
tled; and I fancy we fhall have a continually- 
clear fky, and a mild air, as long as we ftay. 
We all promife ourfelves great pleafure in 
our journey homewards ; and we have great 
reafon to believe it will be enchantingly plea- 
fant. I have ^very day more and more rea- 
fon to be pleafed with the unfolding of my 
pupil's difpofitibn : your Ladyfhip will per- 
haps think thefe to be words of courfe, and 
what you might naturally exped from any 
other peirfoh in my fituation; but, believe 
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me,, I fay them upon no other motive than 
their truth; for if it wer? my nature to fpeafe 
to any one what I do not think, I fhould at 
Jeaft fpeak truly to your Ladylhip, of whom 
I am, with the greateft truth, 
{Vh^ obliged and grateful 

humble fervant, 
J,, ' William Jones. 

To Lady SPENCER. 

Paris, Mil June, 1110. 

Your Ladylhip will be fur.^ 
prifed at receiving fuch a parcel of papers 
from me : but I am willing to make amends 
for not writing all laft month, The truth is, 
I had nothing particular to fay at that time; 
but on my arrival at Paris, I found a letter 
from my friend Reviczki, with a very fpirited 
ode compofed by him upon the marriage of 
the Archduchefs. I dare fay Lord Spencer 
Will like it, and I therefore take the liberty 
to inclofe it for him. I have marked in this 
manner © two or three paflages th^t are faul- 
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ty; and I have put this fign t^ to one ftanza 
that I do not quite underftand, I have alfo 
fent with it the Baron's letter to me, which 
will ferve as a comment upon many parts 
of 'the ode. You will have heard of the 
fhocking accidents that happened here the 
night of the fire-works. Above one hun- 
dred and thirty people were killed ; and fe- 
veral people of fafliion were cruflied to death 
jn their carriages. We had the good fortune 
to arrive here two days after this dreadful 
cataftrophe; which perhaps has faved feme 
of us, if not from real danger, atleaftirom 
the apprehenfion of it. We Ihall not he 
forry to fee England again, and hope to have 
that pleafure very foon. Soon after my re- 
turn, I think of going to Oxford for a ihort 
time : but if Lord Althorp goes back to 
fphool this fummer, as I fincerely hope he 
will, I fhall not go to College till Auguft; 
for I am convinced that a public fchool has 
already been^ and will continue to be, of the 
Jiigheft advantage to him in every relped. 
"VV^hile Mrs. Poyntz ftald at Lyons, I niade 
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in excui-ribn to Geneva, in hopes of fedng 
VoltJlire, but was difappointed. I fent hin\ 
a note with a few verfes, implying that the 
mufe of tragedy had left her ancient feat in 
Greece and Italy, and had fixed her abode 
on the borders of a lake, &c. He returned 
this anfwer: " The worll of French poets 
" and philofophers is almoft dying; age and 
" ficknefs have brought him to his laft day; 
" he can converfe with nobody, and entreats 
" Mr. Jones to excufe and pity him. He 
*' prefents him with his humble refpedts." 
But he was not fo ill as he imagined; for he 
had been walking in his court, and went into 
his houfe juft as I came to it. The fervants 
fhewed me fomebody at a window, whom 
they faid was he; but I had fcarce a glimpfe 
of him. I am inclined to think that Voltaire 
begins to be rather ferious, when he finds 
himfeif upon the brink of eternity; and that 
he refufes to fee company, becaufe he cannot 
difplay his former wit and fprightlinefs. I 
find my book* is publifhed; I am not at all 
* Translation of the Life of Nadir Shah. 
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folicltotls about its fuccefs: afe I did not 
choofe the fubjeiS riiyfelif, I am not anfwfer- 
able for the wild extravagance of the jttyie, 
nor for the faults of the original ; but if yoUt* 
Ladyfhip takes the trouble-to -iread the difler- 
tation at the end, you may perhaps find fome 
new and pleafing images. The work has 
one advantage, it is certainly authentic. 
Lady Georgiana is fo good as to enquire how 
Soliman goes on ; pray tell her he is in great 
afflidlion, as he begins to fufpe£t the inno- 
cence of Muftafa, who is juft flain. To be 
ferious; my tragedy is juft finiihed; and I 
hope to fhew it to your Ladyfhip in a fliort 
time. 

I am, &c. 

William Jones. 

De La Fontaine is with us : he feems very 
well, but is ftill weak and complaining. I 
muft add a little ftroke of French courage, 
which I have juft heard. In the midft of 
all the difafters of the fire-works, the Maref- 
chal de Richlieu was in fuch a panic, that he 
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got out of his .carriage, and fcreamed out, 
Eft-ce qu'on veut laifler perir un Marefchal 
de France ? N'y a-t-il perfonne pour fecourir 
un Marefchal de France ? — This will be an 
eternal joke againfl: him ! — 

* Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKI. 

Spa, July mo. 
What an idle, unfettled fellow 
I am ! I fly over Europe, fcarcely Hopping 
any-where. We pafled the winter at Nice, 
enjoyed the fpring in France, and I am now 
fpending the fummer (if this rainy feafon 
may be fo called) on the borders of Ger- 
many. I certainly can without any rifk fend 
your manufcripts from this place, and I ad- 
vife you by all means to publifh them. 
They a^e worthy of your acknowledged ta- 
lents, ahd will enfure you the applaufe of all 
the learned. 1 fay this without flattery, 
which is indeed foreign to my charadier. 
The criticifms which I fent to you, are full 
of errors, and you mull receive them witlx 
* Appendix, No. 15. 
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great allowance; for during my resfidence at 
Nice, I was wholly without ancient books, 
or other aids, to which I am in the habit of 
applying, nor do I now pblTefs them. 

I have received your French' letter, with 
an incomparable ode : I was particularly 
charmed with that happy tranfition ih it; 

O'er kindred, or 6 er friendship's bier 
Aflrection pours a transient tear :'— , ; 
Soon flies the cloud; the solar rays 
Disperse the gloom, and brighter blaze. 

Believe me, when I i-ead thefe lines, I could 

fcarcely reftrain my tears; for nature has that 

power over me, that I am more afFedted by 

the beauties of a tender fimplicity, than by 

the loft^eft figures of poetry ; and hence I am 

more delighted with a paflage in the firft 

Pythian ode of the divine Pindar concerning 

the Mufes, than by his elaborate defcription 

of the Eagle and ^tna *. 

What fhall I fend in return for your pre- 

* But they on earth, or t^e devouring main. 
Whom righteous Jove with detestation views. 

With envious. horror hear the heav'nly Strain, 
Exil'd from praise, from virtue, and the muse. 

West's Translation. 
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ient? Accept the accompanying ode, which 
h at leaft valuable for its antiquity. You will 
perhaps fmile; it is not an epithalamium on 
the marriage of Antoinette the Dauphinefs, 
but coki^^g^ps the eulogium of a very ancient 
Chinefe i^onarch, whofe name, though a 
monofy liable only, I have forgotten. WhoA 
I read the works of Confucius, tranflated by 
Couplet and others, I was ftruck with admir- 
ation, at the venerable dignity of the ftnti- 
^ents, as well as at the poetical fragments, 
which adorn the difcourfes of that philofopher. 
They are feledled from the moft ancient re- 
cords of Chinefe poetry, and particularly from 
a work, entitled Shi-king, of which there, is a 
fine copy in the royal library at Paris. I 
immediately determined to examine the ori- 
ginal: and, referring to the volumCj, after a 
long ftudy, I fucceeded in comparing one of 
the odes with the verfion of Couplet, and 
analyfed every word, or, more properly, 
every figure in it. Of this ode, I now fend 
you a literal tranflation* : it is a compofition 
* Sir William Jones's Works, vol. vi. p. 6. 
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of a wonderful digaity |ja^; Jt^^-Yity; each 
y^rfe qontaias fqi^r. words only, .hqnce; the 
ellipfis is, frequent m it, apd thq obfci^rityof 
tl^e ftyle a^ds to its fublimity. I l^s^ve, an- 
nexed a poetical vexfion, mating every, verf^ 
G^irirefpoad ■^ith- tlie fpvife o^^Qg|};cius; jqy. 
will judge wh^ti^eijl ^lave fuecejsd^d of not, 
it wlU be fu.ffictent for me \£ it ple^ you. 
You k^cfw that tb^ philofopher, v^hprn I 
may venture to caU the PlatOi of Chwa^ liye4 
about fix hundi;ed years, bqfox;e the Chril|:i^n 
sera, and h^ quot.es thig adq, as very ^nd^nt 
in his tim,e. It may therefore be oonfidere4 
as a moft precious, gem of antiquity, whicU 
proves, that poetry has beei). thf , admiration 
of all people in all ages, and that it every- 
where adopts the f^me images. I Riuft fay 3^ 
few words upon another work,^ left; my long 
]^tt&c of February, containing a particula,i; 
account of it from firft to .Ijaft, fhouM hay^ 
mifcarried, I allude to the txanflation of 
the life of Nadir Shah, from Perfian into 
French, a moft difa^reeable t^lk, which, I un- 
dertook at the reqijieft of my A^guftus, tbq 
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J^ing of Denmark, who, I doubt ndt, witV 
Verify the high -expedtations entertained of 
liiiri In Europe. It was his fpecial injunc- 
tion, that the tranflation fhould be ftridlly 
literal, that I fhould fupply fuch notes as 
might be ri^ceffary, and finally, that I fhould 
&&d a fhort dilTertation on the poetry of the 
Perfians. I finifhed this tirefome work to 
the befl of my ability, and with fuch expe- 
dition, in compliance with the importunities 
pf his Majefty, that the whole book, and 
more particularly the dilTertation, is full of 
errors. In the latter, I ventured to infert a 
tranflation of ten odes of Hafez, from a very 
fplendid but incorre6l manufcript, and with- 
out the aid of any commentary. I have 
written to the Under-Secretary of State, re- 
quefting him to fend you a copy of it as ex- 
peditioufly as poflible; and I truft he will 
not difappoint me. Excufe thofe errors 
which I could not perhaps have avoided, if 
I had polTeffed the greateft leifure, and which 
the total want of it made almoft inevitable. 
Excufe alfo the infertion of the two odes. 
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which you l^ent to me with a French traiif- 
iation only; and laftly, I muft beg your ex- 
cvife for the liberty which I could not avoid: 
taking of mentioning my friend ; for I could 
not refift the defire of letting the King know, 

I. 

how highly I valued you. You will greatly 
add to the other proofs I have experienced of 
your kindnefs towards me, by noticing the 
errors of the work, and particularly of the 
difTertation, which I mean to publifh in a 
feparate volume. 

The King of Denmark, as I am informed, 
approves my work much, and has some ho- 
nours in view for me; but of what nature I 
know not. When he was confidering what 
recompence he fhould bellow upon me, a 
noble friend of mine informed his Majefty, 
that I neither wifhed for nor valued money, 
but was anxious only for fome honorary mark 
of his approbation. 

I have directed a copy of your Treatife on 
the Military Art of the Turks, to be fent to 
his Majefty, heCaufe it is worthy His perufal, 

Life^Y.J. L 
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and becaufe you are the author of It. Dd riot 
fuppofe that 1 now conclude, becaufe I have 
nothing more to fay; my mind, in truth, 
overflows with matter, and I have more dif- 
ficulty in reftraining ray pen, thah to find 
topics for writing. But I will not abufe and 
exhauft your patience with my loquacity. 
For my fake, take care of your health. 

* C. REVICZKI to Mr. JONES. 

Vienna, Augusts, 1*770. 

Indeed, my dear Sir, I cannot think you 
much to be pitied, for haying paft a year 
in travelling through various climates and re- 
gions; on the contrary, I think it extremely 
fortunate that you have had an opportunity: 
which you are well qualified to improve. 
You have efcaped the feverity of winter in 
the mild and temperate climate of Italy, you 
have enjoyed the fpring in. France and Eng- 
land, and you are now fpending the fummer 
on the confines of Germany, in a place, 

^ Appendix, No. 16, 
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which is the general rendezvous of Euro|)e; 
arid where you may (ep, at a glance, an aflem- 
blage of various nations. " Is not this delight- 
ful? Is not the great advantage of' travel- 
ling,' to explore ^ the 'charad:ers of different 
people? I Icari howevjer eafily conceive jthe 
inconvenience which a man of letters muft 
fuffer from the' want of means and opportu-, 
nity to purfue his ftudies, and this alone is 
fufEcient to' diminifh the pleafure of it. 

I am exceedingly obliged to you for the 
extraordinary compofition with which you 
favoured mej it is indeed a literary curiofity. 
But pray inform me, when you learned the 
Chinefe language; I did not fufpe6l that this 
was oife of your aecomplifhments,. but there 
are no bounds to your acquifitibns' as a lin- 
guift. I am the more delighted with this lit- 
tle performance, as I can rely upon it as a, 
faithful tranflation from the Chinefe language, 
of which the few things we have tranflated, 
appear very fufpicious ; it has not only the 
^ merit of being very ancient, but in your ver- 
lion appears even elegant. I impatiently ex- 

h 2 
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pea your life of Nadir Shah ; and I beg you 
to accept my thanks for your attention, in 
requefting the Under-Secretary of State to 
forward a copy of it to me; nor am I lefs 
anxious to perufe the efTay, which you have 
annexed to it, on Oriental poetry. I admire 
your dondefcenfion in fubmitting this work 
to my criticifm ; you muft be fenfible that 
you incur little rifk by it, and that you are 
fure of my approbation. I fhall however be 
obliged to point out one fault, which is no 
trifle, — your mentioning me in fuch honour- 
able terms. I have no claim to this diftinc- 
tion, although, if I had forefeeri your inten- 
tion, I would have at leaft exerted myfelf to 
defcrve it. There are feveral of our yienna 
ladies and geiitlenian now at Spa, who are all 
well worthy of your acquaintance. I am in- 
formed that Lady Spencer is an intimate 
friend of the Princefs Ezterhazy; fhe can in- 
troduce you to the acquaintance of an amiable 
and refpedable lady, who knows how to 
eftimate the value of perfons of merit. I 
feave nothing atprefent worth troubling you 
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with. I referve this pleafure for a future op- 
portunity, and in the mean time am, with 
great relpe£t and veneration, 

YouY very humble fervant, 

H';>: Reviczki. 

* C, REVICZKI to Mr. JONES. 

Vienna, Oct. I6th, 117©. 
Although your laft letter gives 
me no information of your intended deftina- 
tion after your departure from Spa, I con- 
clude from your very filence, that you are 
now in London, This opinion is confirmed 
by the late receipt of your letter. I was de- 
prived of the pleafure of hearing from you 
during my excurfion into Hungary; nor did 
your letter reach me till after my return to 
Vienna, long fubfequent to its date, and 
when the fubje6l of it was in fadl obfolete» 
Moft fincerely do I hope that your wifhes 
may be gratified, and that after f#much tra- 
velling, I may have the pleafure of feeing 
you at Vienna. 

The French are light and frivolous, the 

* Appendix, No. 17. ' • 
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Italians efFeminate and eneryate, and the Ger- 
mans may perhaps be dju41 and morofe; yet 
they are not on this account to be defpifed, 
for if nature lias not endowed them with 
the more elegant qualities, they poffefs what 
is more valuable, and win the affedtions of 
ftrangers by plain dealing and fimplicity of 
manners. 

I give this teftimony to the character of the 
Germans, without partiality, for I am as 
much, a ftrahger in Germany, as I lately was 
in England; and no one, at all acquainted 
with the character and countny of the Ger- 
mans and Hungarians, can poflibly confider 
them the fame, fpr they are not only diffimi- 
Jar in difpofition, language, and manners, 
but in their very nature. I will not however 
diffemble, but candidly confefs the truth, 
that my way of life here is extremely plea- 
fant ; norHhave I any doubt that you, who 
are fo accurate at judge of mankind, will one 
day readily fubfcribe to my opinion of this 
nation. 

I fmile at your declaration that you are 
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changed, and that you hope to be more 
agreeable to me, from having renounced 
youthful gratifications, and, devoted yourfelf 
to the cultivation of literature and the pur- 
fuit of virtue; for my own part, I only wifli 
to find you again precifely the fame as when 
I knew and admired you in England, fault- 
lefs and irreproachable, I confefs indeed, 
that what I particularly valued in you, was 
the happy talent of blending pleafure and re- 
creation, with the moft intenfe ftudy and 
thirft for literature. 

Take care however, that you do not fuffer 
the ardour of application to deprive you of 
the gratifications of life, fufEciently brief in 
their own nature; they are indeed fo con- 
nected with literature, that the wife and the 
learned only are qualified for the true enjoy- 
ment of them. Take care alfo, that you 
have not hereafter reafon to complain, in the 
words of Horace : 

Ah why, while slighted joys I vainly mourn, — 
Why will not youth, with youthful thoughts, return? 

The chaftity of the Mufes, and their en- 
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mlty to Venus, is a mere fable adapted tQ 
fidtion ; for poetry delights to repofe on downy 
pillows. I now turn to another fubjedt, I 
have not yet received your tranflation of the 
Perfian manufcript which you promifed me, 
and which indeed you feem to have fentj 
what has delayed its arrival I know not, and 
will trouble you to enquire about it, 

I have read again and again the beautiful 
Englifh fong, with your elegant tranflation of 
it in two languages, and I am delighted with 
it. I wonder however that you are fo little 
fatisfied with the Latin verfion of it, witl^ 

which I am highly pleafed. 

****** 

The laft letter was received by Mr. JoneSj, 
after his return to England. It may be re-? 
gretted that his correfpondence during his 
cxcurfion to the Continent, fhould have been 
confined chiefly to literary topics, and that 
his letters contain no obfervations of a p?irti- 
cular nature, on the charadters and manners 
of the French, Italians, and Germans, amongft 
whom he fo long refided. They exhibit 
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however what may, be more Interefting to 
thofe who are anx:ious to explore his mind 
and feelings, an undifguifed pifture of them; 
and for this reafon, I more particularly regret 
that fo few of his letters fhould have bgpn 
preferved. The account which he gives of 
his fuccefs in deciphering an ode of Con- 
fucius, is a remarkable proof of his ardour for 
univerfal literature, and of his invincible ap- 
plication in the purfuit of it. He had before 
acquired the keys of the Chinefe language; 
and having accidentally difcovered, through 
the medium of an inelegant tranflation, a 
treafure locked up in it, he applies them fkil- 
fuUy, and, with great perfeyerance, obtains 
_ accefs to it. 

Nothing remains of the Treatife on Edu- 
cation, mentioned by Mr, Jones, except the 
plan; as it is fhort, I prefent it to the reader 
in this place. He will probably regret with 
me, that the Treatife, if it ever were com- 
pleted, no longer exifts. In the culture of 
his own talents, Mr. Jones appears ftridly to 
have purfued the objeiSs which he points 



154 
out as the end of education in general, and 
to have:aittemptedthe attainment of them, by 
the means which he recommends to others. 
This little iketch was written in his twenty- 
third year- 

PLAN OF AN ESSAY ON EDUCATION. 

A celebrated Eaftern philofopher begins 
bis firft diflertation with the following period. 
The perfect education of a great man, confifts 
in three points ; in cultivating and improving 
his underftanding; in affifting and reforming 
his countrymen; and in procuring to himfelf 
the chief good, or a fixed and unalterable 
habit of virtue. 

I have chofen the words of this fublime 
author, as niy fubjeifl for a feries of elTays, 
in which I defign to difcourfe on education 
in its fulleft extent, tracing it from its be- 
ginning with the elementary parts of lan- 
guage, to the great end propofed by it, that 
is, the ability to benefit mankind and our- 
felves, either in war or in peace, by adiion 
or by fpeculation. I fhall, however, make 
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a flight deviation from the definition of the 
philofopher, by fixing the good of ourfelves 
and our felloW-creatues, as the primary end 
propofed by a liberal education} and by con- 
fidering the cultivation of our underftanding, 
and the acquifition of knowledge, as the fe- 
condary objedts) of it. For knowledge muft 
certainly be acqiiiired before it can be con- 
veyed to others; the confequenee of aftions 
iriuft be known, before the good can be 
fele£ted from the evil; and the mind muft be 
enlightened by an improvement of our natu- 
ral reafon, before a proper diftin<3;ion can be 
made between the real and the apparent good. 
Now, as. neither this knowledge can be per- 
feflly obtained, nor the reafon completely 
improved, in the fhort duration of human 
life, unlefs the accumulated experience and 
wifdom of all ages and all nations, be added 
to that which we can gain by our own re- 
fearches, it is neceflary to underftand the 
languages of thofe people who have been, in 
any period of the world, diftinguifhed for 
their fuperior knowledge; and that our own 
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attainments may be made generally beneficial, 
we muil: be able to convey them to oi&er 
nations, either in their refpedive dialedts, or 
in fome language, which, from its peculiar- 
excellence and utility^ may be in a manner 
univerfal, It follows, therefore, that the 
more immediate objedt of education is, to 
learn the languages of celebrated nations both 
ancient an4 modern. But as thefe cannot> 
confiftently with reafbn. and propriety, be 
taught before our native tongu?, our firft 
llep mull be to make ourfelves perfe^ft matters 
of the language of the country in which we 
?ire horn. 

In confequence of this analyfis, I intend to 
diftribute my diflertation into feveral diftindt 
treatifes; on language ^ on the underjlandingi 
on knowledge, on the good of mankind, and or 
the good of ourfelves, or private happinefs. 

But there are other acquifitions which muft 
go, as it were, hand in hand with thofe above 
mentioned. I mean thofe which refrefh and 
enliven the mind, and thofe which improve 
and adorn the body. Fer as the human mind, 
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by reafon of its earthly impediments, canhot 
at all times fupport with equal advantage its 
attention to abftra6led'.fubjiefl:s, but requires 
many intervals of relaixation,- it is ncceflary 
that fome ftate be found between labour and 
reft, to prevent the faculties from lying total- 
ly inadlive. Hence proceeds the ufe of polite 
literature, and of the liberal arts, of poetry, of 
painting, and of muiic,, which relieve ; the 
mind after any violent exertion of its powers, 
and prepare it for the reception of frefli' 
knowledge with greater alacrity./. And as the 
mind can neither attend to inftrudion nor re- 
ceive refrefhment, unkfe the body enjoy at 
leail a moderate fhare of health, thofe exercifes 
are eflentialiy neceffary, which, tend to pro- 
cure or preferve it, and which have th§ dou- 
ble advantage, of ftrengthening the conftitu^ 
tion, by promoting a free and regular circular 
tion, and of giving grace to the body, by form- 
ing it to eafy and elegant .motions. Hence 
arifes the great advantage of manly Iports, of 
dancing, of fwimming, of managing the horfe, 
and of ufing every fort of wea:pon; to which 
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muft be added, the habit of declaiming with 
an oratorical voice and gefture, an exercife by- 
no means general, but perhaps more ufeful 
and more ornamental than any of the others. 
Confiftently with this divifion of neceflary 
accomplifhments, I fhall add two difcourfes, 

on the polite arts, and on exercife. 

* * * ffe * * 

From the terms in which Mr. Jones 
fpeaks of the tragedy of Soliman, in one of 
his letters, it appears, that he was confiderably 
advanced towards its completion; and from 
the mention which he afterwards makiss of it, 
in another to Reviczki, it would ffeem that it 
was aftually finifhed, but I have in vain at- 
tempted to difeover any traces of it. The 
preface to Solirtian, written by Mr. Jones, 
has been communicated to me, but do^s not 
appear fufficiently corredt for publication. 
He notices in it the cuftom of poets to fend- 
abroad their pieces with prefatory difcourfes 
calculated to miflead the tafte or judgment of' 
their readers, and exemplifies the remark, by 
reference to Dryden, La Motte, and Cor- 
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nellt^. Gf Dryden, he obferves, that, having 

compofed tragedies in rhyme, he thought it 

neceffary to prepare the public for fo novel an 

attempt by telling them in his adVeftife- 

ments, that every tragedy fhbuld be written 

in rhyme; that La Motte purpofely violated 

the unities of the Drama, while Coriieille pre- 

ferved them with an exadtnefs approaching to 

affectation ; and that each endeavoured in a 

prefatory difcourfe to prove himfelf alone in 

the right. He difckims all idea of imitating 

a conduG, which he' pronounces abfurd and 

ufelefs, and contents himfelf with a few hints 

on the principles which had diJre^ed him in 

the compolition of the tragedy. 

The objefl: of theatrical reprefentation, he 
remarks, is to convey pleafure, and the hope 
of receiving it, is the inducement -WMch car- 
ries people to the theatre; obfervinig, that, 
Shakefpeare delights and tranfports him, while 
Corneille lulls him to fleep; and judging of 
the feelings of others by his own, he con- 
cludes, that ail who underfland both authors 
perfedly^muft be affedled in the fame manner. 
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He ,detennmes therefore to take Shakefpeaf^ 
for his model, not by adopting his fentiments, 
cr borrowing his expreffions> but by aiming 
at his manner, and by ftriving to write as he 
fuppofes he would have written himfelf, if he 
had lived in the eighteenth century* 

Muftapha, upon whofe ftory the tragedy is 
founded, was put to death by his father, Soli* 
man the Magnificent, about the year 1553^ 
The hiftory of this uniiatural murder is pa- 
thetically related by KnoUes, In his General 
Hiftory of the Turks, whoftyles Muftapha 
*' the mirror of cpurtefie, and rare hope of 
the Turkilh na.tion." In the reprefentation 
of his tragedy, Mr. Jones intended to obferve 
clofely the coftume of the Turks, which he 
had attentively ftudied. 

Mr. Jo^es now determined to enter upon 
a. new career of life. Whatever fatisfadlion 
he might derive from his connexion with the 
noble; family, in which he had undertaken^ 
the office of tutor^- or whatever recompencci. 
he might ultimately Ijope to receive from 
their gratitude or friendfhip, the fituation did 
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not altogether correfpond with his feelings, 
nor the extent of his views. To a fpirit of 
independence, which from his earlieft years 
ftrongly marked his charadter, he united the 
laudable defire of acquiring public diftindlion, 
and of making his fortune .by his own efforts; 
above all, he was animated with the noble 
ambition of being ufeful to his country. In 
the capacity of private tutor, his expedtations 
were bounded by a narrow profpeft, and his 
exertions circumfcribed; whilft in the pro- 
feffion of the law, he faw an ample fcope for 
the gratification of all his wifhes ; and from his 
cxtenfive knowledge, ftudious habits, and 
indefatigable induftry, he had every reafon to 
expe£t the moft brilliant fuccefs. The advice 
and importunity of his friends confirmed the 
fuggeftions of his own refledtion, and he re- 
folved to refign his charge in Lord Spencer's 
family, and to devote himfelf in future to the 
ftudy and pradlice of the law. In cohfe- 
quence of this determination, which he im- 
mediately executed, he was admitted into the 
Temple on the nineteenth of September 1770. 
Ufe—Y. I. M 
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His attention, however, was not at 
exclufively confined to his profeffional ftudies, 
nor was it indeed to be expeded, that he 
would at once renounce his attachment to 
Oriental learning and literature in general. 
It would have required more than ordinary 
refoLution to abandon at once, what had coft 
him fo much pains to acquire; the attainment 
of which had been the fource both of pleafure 
and diftindtion to him. But as his letters and 
thofe of his friends, during the two following 
years, contain all that I can fay of him, I re- 
fer the reader to them for information, rather 
than to a narrative of my own. 

*Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKI. 

March l77h 
A plague on our men in office, 
who for fix months have amufed me with 
idle promifes, which I fee no profpedt of their 
fulfilling, that they would forward my books 
and a letter to you! They fay, that they have 
not yet had an opportunity; and that the ap- 
* Appendix, No. 18. 
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preliehfion of a Spanifli war (which is now 
no more) furnifhes thepi with inceflant dccu- 
pation. I have however Co much to fay to 
you, that I can no longer dfelay writing; I 
Wifh indeed I could communicate it in perfori; 
On my late return to England, I found my- 
felf entangled, as it were, in a variety of 
important confiderations. My friehds, com- 
panions, relations, all attacked me with urg- 
ent folications to banifli poetry and Orifehtal 
literature for a time, and apply myfelf to ora- 
tory and the ftudy of the lawj in othej^ 
words, to become a barrifter, and purfufe the 
track of ambition. Their advice in truth 
was conformable to my own inclinations; 
for the only road to the higheft ftatioris in 
this country is tha:t of the law, and I need 
not add, how ambitious arid laborious I am. 
Behold frie then become a lawyer, and ex- 

-pi 

pedt in future, that my correfpondence will' 
have fomeWhat more of public bufinefs in it. 
But if it ever fliould be my fortune to have, 
any (hare in adminiftration, you fhall be my 
Atticus, the pattner of ray plans, the confi.- 

M 2 
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dant of my fecrets. Do not however fup- 
pofe, that I have altogether renouaced polite 
literature. I intend fliortly to publifli my 
Englifli poems, and I mean to bring my tra- 
gedy of Soliman on the ftage, when I can 
find proper adlors for the performance of it. 
I intend alfo compofing an epic poem, on a 
noble fubjeft, under the title of Britanneis : 
but this I muft defer until I have more lei- 
fure, with fome degree of independence. In 
the mean time, I amufe myfelf with the 
choiceft of the Perfian poets; and I have the 
good fortune to pofFcfs many manufcripts, 
which I have either purchafed or borrowed 
from my friends, on various fubje£ts, includ- 
ing hiftory, philofophy, and fome of the 
moft celebrated poetry of Perfia. 

I am highly delighted with Jami's poem of 
Yufef and Zuleika; it contains fomewhat 
more than four thoufand couplets, each of 
which is a ftar of the firft brilliance. We 
have fix copies of this work at Oxford, one 
of which is corre£t; it has the vowel points, 
and is illuftrated with the notes of GoUus. 
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I alfo pofleis a copy, which, as foon as T have 
leifure, I will print. Let me sfk in the 
mean time how you are employed ? Do yoii 
continue your occupation of elucidating your 
favourite Hafez ? I will moft willingly give 
all the afiiftance in my power to the publica- 
tion of your work, if you will have it print- 
ed in London ; but I fcarcely think that any^ 
printer wifl undertake it at his own expenfe, 
unlefs the poems are accompanied with an 
Englifh or French tranflation, for you cannot 
conceive how few Englifli gentlemen under- 
ftand Latin. Let me recommend to you 
therefore to give a literal verfion of Hafez in 
French, with annotations in the fame lan- 
guage; and this I think will be more accept- 
able even to your own countrymen, than a 
Latin tranflation^ though indeed you may 
annex to your work Tuch odes as you have 
tranflated into that language. The new edi- 
tion of Menlnfki goes on tolerably well. I 
iilclofe a fpecimen of the new Arabic types, 
and earneftly beg your opinion upon them, 
that any defcdts may be corredted as foon as 
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poffible. I have had a copper-plate engrav.- 
jqg made of One of the odes of H^ez, an^ 
may perhaps, when my circumftances ajSbrd 
^t, print an edition of Jami's whole poem in 
the fame ma.nner. A work. of this kind oa 
iilken paper, would I doubt not be very ac- 
ceptable to the Governor of Bengal, and th? 
other principal perfons in India. I cannot 
conceive wha,t is become of the book which 
X.fent to you, but I will take the firft oppor- 
tunity of tranfmittiug a fairer and more cor- 
rect copy, together with nfy little Treatife 
QTx, the Literature of Afia, and my Grammar 
pf the Perfian Language, which is printed 
w;ith fome degree of elegange ; and I earneftly 
intreat you to tell me, if any thing is wrong 
in it, or any thing omitted, that the next , 
edition may be more perfedt. I only wait 
for leifure to publifh my Cpnanjentariea pa 
Afiatic Poetry. 

Do not however injagijne that I- defpife 
the ufual enjoyments of youth; no one can 
tak^. mor^ delight ia Cnging and dancing 
than I dp, nor: in, thq moderate ufe of wine, 
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nor in the ^xquifite beauty of the ladiesj of 
whom London affords an enchanting varietyj 
but I prefer glory, my fupreme delight, to 
all other gratifications, and I will purfue it 
through fire and water, by day and by night. 
Oh ! my Chari-es, (for I reriounce all cere- 
mony,- and addrefs you with ancient fimpli- 
city) what a boifndlefs fcene opens to my 
view! if I had two lites, I fhould fcircel^ 
find time for the dUe execution of all the 
public and private proje<fts which I have in 
mind ! 

Mr. BATES to W- JONES, Efq. 

.SiRj March 21th, nil. 

Laft night, I received from 
Mr. Williams your moft ingenious and fatis:- 
fa£toEy letter, for which my heartieft thanks 
are due. If you have no objedion to it, as I 
think you cannot, I propofe to erabellifli.my 
MS. with it, by flicking it into the book, in 
like manner as I have done my own account 
of it.- It will be no fmall addition to the 
curiofity of the book; for I can eafily forefee, 
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that In times to come, a piece of your hand- 
writing will be looked upon as a curiofity by 
virtuofi yet unborn. 

In the mean time, I hope this letter does 
not preclude your fulfilling your promife of 
obliging me with another vifit (and I hope 
ftill niore) after your return from Oxford, at 
the end of the holidays. I affure you, I wait 
for the end of thofe holidays, as impatiently 
as moft fchbolboys dread and abhor it. 
Therefore I beg you would favour me with a 
line to apprife me of your return back to 
town, that in cafe I fhould, in the dialeft of 
Deptford, be moored head and ftern by the 
gout, I may let you know as much, to fave 
you the trouble of a vifit, that will anfwer no 
end ; but if I keep clear from that malady,' as 
I am at prefent, I fhall beg you to take a 
nightcap here, that we may fpend one entire 
morning in Oriental fpeculation, without' the 
interruption of other company. For I have 
ftill many queries which you muft r-efolve. 
I heartily wifh you a pleafant journey ; and 
hope that, for the good of the Literati, you'll 



169 

be bleffed with life and health to go on with 

the noble undertaking you are engaged in, 

and that you'll meet with the merited fuccefs. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

James Bates. 

*Mr. JONES to D. B. 

London, April 111 I, 

Your Perfian book is more valuable than 
the coftlieft jewel. Meninfki, that univerfal 
fcholar, has a copy exadtly like yours, and he 
defcribes it in his ufual manner, that is, in- 
elegantly, and in miferable Latin. From his 
defcription, you may however cftimate the 
real excellence of your book. I Ihall beg 
leave to fay fomething more about it myfeli^ 
and as a poet, venture to affirm, that the fix 
moft beautiful poems in the volume are far 
more valuable for their intrinfic merit, than 
for the elegance of the charadlers in which 
they are written, or for the glowing tints of 
the pi6lures which adorn them. 

The author of thefe poems was the very 
* Appendix, No. 19. 
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celebrated NezamI, who afTumed the name of 
Kenjavij h,e flouriihed toward the clofe of . 
the twelfth £entuP)r, and was the favourite of 
that illuftrious warrior, and patron of litera- 
ture^ Togt^, tiie fdn of Erflan. 

The book comprifes five poems, the lafl of 
which IS divided into two parts; the firft, 
which is entitled T/ie Treqfury of SecretSy 
contains many fables, and various difcourfes 
on. moral dueies and human affairs ; Nufhiro- 
Tan, King of Perfia, who, towards the end of 
the fixth century, waged a fuccefsful war 
againft the firft Juftin, and Juftinian are fre- 
^ently iotBOiiErceii in it; Mohammed, riie 
^^flaCGMj of Arabia, was bom during . his 
*eigf*i. and praileS'him for his juftice,. in the 
Coran. The Perfian poets Sadi, Hafez, Jami, 
and- oth^iB, frequently extol his virtues, and 
one' 0^ tjhem has this couplet: 

For ages mingled with his parent diist, 
Farrre:, still records Nushirovan the Just. 

The fecond poem* commemorates the lives 
of a moft amiable youth, (named Mujnoon, 
or the Frantic, from his mad paffion) and his 
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miftrefa, the beautiful Leili, The loves of 
Khofrp and the adorable Sherin, fcy:m the 
fubjedt of the third poem. Khofro was 
the twenty-third in liefcent from SaiTan, 
and the grandfon of Nufliirovan. The 
fourth peom has the. title of The Seven 
Figures, and recites the hiftory of King Be- 
haram, whom the Greeks, with their ufual 
inaccuracy, call N'^aranes: but it more parti- 
cularly defcribes his feven palaces, each of 
which is faid to have been diftinguifhed by a 
particular colour. In the fifth, we have the 
life and aiiftioos of AJexand:er; it is however 
to be remarked, that the Afiatics perpetually 
confound the Macedonian monarch with 
another and very ancient king of the fame 
name, and blend their adions moft ridi'^ 
culoufly. Thus much, about your book, 
and you may depend upoa what I fay, as 
certain and: not conjecStural. I fincerely re- 
joice, that St. John's College, at Cambridge, 
will poflefs this treafure by your gift ; and I 
no lefs fincerely hope, that your own Univer^ 
fity will boaftfome future fcholar, capable of 
thoroughly underftanding the elegance of the 
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charming Nezami. If any one wifhes to obi 
tain further information refpeding this poet, 
let him confult the pleafm^ work of Dowlat 
Shah of Samercand, on the lives of the Perfian 
poets. I faw a beautiful manufcript of it at 
Paris. — Farewell. 

Mr. JONES to J. WILMOT, ECq. 

Univ. Coll. Oxjordy %d of June, mi. 
MY DEAR WILMOT, 

it makes rne very happy 
to hear that my Lord Chief Juftice does not 
retire on account of ill health, but from a 
motive which does him the higheft honour. 
He will now enjoy the greateft happinefs of 
human life, eafe with dignity, after having 
pafTed through the moft honourable labour 
without danger. I fhould think myfelf 
highly bleifed, if I could purfue a fimilar 
courfe in my fmall fphere, and, after having 
raifed a competency at the bar, could retire 
to the bowers of learning and the arts. 

I have jull begun to contemplate the 
ftately edifice of the laws of England,— 

" The gatlier'd wisdmn of a thousand ycars,"-t— 
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if you win allow me to parody a line of Pope. 
I do not fee why the ftudy of the law is call- 
ed dry and unpleafant ; and I very much fuf- 
pe(3: that it feems fo to thofe only, who 
would think any ftudy unpleafant, which re- 
quired a great application of the mind, and 
exertion of the memory. I have read mbfl: 
attentively the two firft volumes of Black- 
ftone's Commentaries, and the two others 
will require much lefs attention. I atn much 
pleafed with the care he takes to quotfe his 
authorities in the margin, which not only 
give a fandtion to what he aflerts, but point 
out the fources to which the ftudent may ap- 
^ ply for more diffufive knowledge. I have 
opened two common-place books, the one of 
the law, the other of oratory, which is furely 
too much negleded by our modern fpeakerSi 
I do not mean the popular eloquence, which 
cannot be tolerated at the bar, but that cor- 
reclnefs of ftyle, and elegance of method, 
which at once pleafes and perfuades' the 
hearer. But I muft lay afide my ftudies for 
about fix weeks, while I am printing my 
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GrlmHiai', from which a good deal is expedl- 
ed; and which I muft endeavour to make as 
perfe£t as a human work can be. When that 
is finifhed, I fhall attend the Court of King's 
Bench very conftantly, and fhall either take a 
lodging in Weftminfter, or accept the invit- 
ation of a friend, in Duke Street, who has 
made me an obliging offer of apartments. 

I am forry the charadlers you fent me are 
not Perfian but Chinefe, which I cannot de- 
cipher without a book, which I have not at 
prefent, but tous Chinois qu'ils font, I fhall 
be able to make them out, when the weather 
will permit me to fit in the Bodleian. In the 
mean time, I would advife you to enquire 
after a native of China, who is now in Lon- 
don; I cannot recoiled where he lodges, but 
fliall know when I come to town, which will 
be to-morrow or Saturday. I fhall be at 
Richardfon's till my Grammar is finifhed, 
unlefs I can buy a fet of chambers in the 
Temple, which I fear will be difficult. I will 
certainly call upon you in a day or two. On 
one of the Indian pictures at your houfe, 
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there was a beautiful eopy of Perfian verfcs, 
which I will beg leave to tranfcribe, and 
Ihould be glad to print it, with a tranflation, 
in the Appendix to my Grammar. I have not 
yet had my Perfian propofals engraved, but 
when you write to your brother, you woul4 
much oblige me by defiring him to fend me a 
little Perfian manufcript, if he can procure it 
without much trouble. It is a fmall poenji, 
which I intend to print; we have fix or fevea 
copies of it at Oxford, but if I had one ia 
my pofTeffion, it would fave me the trouble of 
tranfcribing it. I have inclofed its title in 
Perfian and Englifh. I am very glad that 
your family are well. I wifh them joy upoa 
every occafion; my mother and fifter defire 
their compliments to you, and I am,, with 
great regard, 

_ Yours, moft affedionately, 

William Jones. 
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Mr. JONES to Mr. HAWKINS. 

Nov. S, 1771, 
I fliall ever gratefully acknow- 
ledge, dear Sir, my obligation to you for the 
trouble you take in inlpe<5ting my trifles. 
Had Dryden and other poets met with fuch 
a friend, their poems would have been more 
poliflied, and confequently more fit to fee the 
light. Your obfervations are fo judicious, 
that I wifh you had not been fo fparing of 
them. I entirely approve oS all your correc- 
tions, &c. 

As to the years, in which the poems were 
written, they are certainly of no confequence 
to the public; but (unlefs it be very abfurd) I 
would wifh to fpecify them, for it would hurt 
me as a ft.udent at the bar, to have it thought 
that I continue to apply myfelf to poetry; and 
I mean to infinuate that I have given it up 
for feveral years, which I muft explain more 
fully iu the preface. For a man who wifhea 
to rife in the law, muft be fuppofed to have 
no other object. 
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* C. REVIC2;KI to Mr. JOMS. 

Vienna, Oct- 13, 1171, 
I have waited nearly twelve 
months to no purpofe, for an opportunity of 
fending you my laft work, which at your 
recommendation has been publilhedj the 
politenefs of one of the fecretaries of the 
JEnglifli embafly, who is returning to Eng- 
land, has at laft fupplied it, by kindly offering 
to take charge of this produ£l;ion of mine 
(unlefs you will call it yours) and deliver it 
to you. It is my wifh to avail myfelf of the 
fame opportunity to thank yoji for your pre- 
fent, but it is not in my power to make you 
the, due acknowledgements : it is fufEcient to 
proclaim your deeds. I admire your woncJer- 
ful labour and learning, and more particularly 
•your diligence in the triple work, with which 
you have favoured me; but I blufh at the 
extravagant encomiums which you have be- 
flowed' upon me. If you perfevere as yoa 
ha^e begun in cultivating Oriental literature, 
* Appendix, No. 20. 
Life—W. I. N 
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the republic of letters will be greatly obliged 
to you. I am extremely anxious to know 
what recompence his Danifh Majefty, or 
your own Sovereign, at his recommendation, 
has conferred upon your learned labours. I 
ftiould rejoice to have it in my power to con- 
gratulate you, and thofe who efteem you as 
much as I do, on your diftinguifhed merit 
having been honourably rewarded. — Farewell, 

*Mr. JONES toC. REVICZKI. ' 

Oxford, Dec. 1771. 
Thirteen months, or rather 
I may fay years, have elapfed, without a line 
from hiy friend ! I have however written to 
you twice, oiice and very fully in Latin, laft 
March, and again in July, in a great hyfry, 
in French. Thefe letters contained a detailed 
account of my occupations and views, of the 
profeffion which I had adopted, aiii of the 
fplendid objefts to which I ambitioufly looked 
forward. You have, I truft, received my four 

* Appendix, No. 21.— This letter must have been ' 
written before the receipt of the last from Reviczki. 
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books, which Mr. Whitchurch, Chapl^un to 
our Ambaflador, at my requeft promifed to 
deliver to you at Vienna. I recommend him 
to your particular attention, as a young man 
of an excellent difpofition, and very fond of 
literature. This will be prefented to you by 
Mr. Drummond, a man of letters, who pro- 
ceeds to Vienna for the purpofe of ftudying 
phyfic. You know that the medical profef- 
fion is held in the higheft eftimation with us, 
and, as Homer fays, 

A wise Physician, high distinction claims, 

your reception of them both will, 1 hope, do 
credit to my recommendation. 

I beg your acceptance alfo of a little Phi- 
lippic*, which I wrote againft an obfcure 
coxcomb, who had the audacity to abufe our 
Univerfity, not with impunity, I truft, if the 
edge of my difcourfe have any effect upon the 
^enfelefs knave. " / have difquieted^* (as 
Cicero fays of his Commentaries) " the 
French nation."" How goes on Hafez, our 

* Works, vol. ix. p. 274. 
N 2 
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mutaai delight? Shall we never fee your 
tranflation of his charming odes ? Tell me, 
if yoii like myEnglifh verfioa of the fecond 
(Dde * ? it has been favourably received by 
my own countrymen. I ihould like to tranf^ 
late feveral more of his, odes, but I want 
leifure. 

I have not yet found any tranflator capa- 
ble of doing juftice to your Treatife on the 
Military Art of the Turks. All agr^e that 
your preface is both learned and elegant ; but 
they urge, as you yourfelf remark in the in- 
troduction, that the book does not correfpond 
with its title, T/ie Principles of the Science of 
Qgvernment. 

The original of this work in the Turkiiib 
language, with many others printed at Con- 
ilantinople, including a moft beautiful copy 
of the Odes of-Mefihi, are depofited in th& 
library of our Royal Society. I beg to be 
informed if all the works publifhed by Ibra- 
him, which you fo much commend, are to 
be purchafed in Germany, Hvuigary,^ or the 

* Works,, vol. V. p. 316, 
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Eaftern parts of Turkey; as In that cafe, I 
fliould wifh to procure them. 

What news from Turkey ? no mention of 
Peace ? Whenever the war with Ruffia is at 
an end, I propofe making an open and direCt 
application for the office of Minifter at Con* 
.ftantinople; at prefent, 1 can only privately 
whifper my wifhes. The King is very well 
difpofed towards me; fo perhaps are the 
men in power ; and the Turkiih Company 
wifh much to oblige me ; all that I have to 
apprehend, is the appearance of fome power- 
ful competitor who may drive me off the 
ftage. If I fhould fucceed in my wifhe$, 
how fhall I bound for joy ! Firft, I fhall 
enjoy your company at Vienna, then I fhall 
drink deep of Afiasic literature, and I fhall 
explore the Turkifh manners in their mofl: 
hidden fources. If I am difappointed, phi- 
lofophy remains; the bar is open, and I fhall 
itot, I'trufl, want employment; for the har~ 
veft of litigation is always abundant. I fhall 
apply to the ftudy of eloquence, to pOetry, 
hiftory, and philofophy, each of which, if 
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properly cultivated, would occupy a complet* 
life of 

"" Such men as live in these degenerate days." 
I could fay much more, but I yield to the 
imperitaus fummons (not of Proferpine I 
hope, but) of the goddefs, if there be one, 
who.prefides over our tribunals. You may 
lexped longer letters in future from me : and 
in the mean time Ihope to hear very fully 
' fcom you. — Farewell, my dear friend. 

Mr. JONES to Mr. HAWKINS. 

Westminster, Jan. 16, 1172. 
As I have a frank directed 
to you, I take the liberty to inclofe a letter 
for my mother, which I beg you will be fo 
kind as to fend to her. I have nothing at 
prefent to fay on the fubjedt of my publica- 
tion, except that you will be fo good as to 
fend me the fheets of the ElTays, under cover, 
to Mr. Brudenell, left there fliould be any 
thitig that may be altered. I entreat you 
alfo to criticife my profe, as you have done 
my verfe, and to reprimand me feverely, 
wherp you find "it ftiff, forced, or obfcure. 
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I forgot to mention another refpeftabk Icho- 
kr, who faw and approved my poems, I 
mean the prefent Bilhop of St. Afaph, whofe 
learning, to fay a great deal, is as exte|if^ve 
as his virtues are amiable.' Dr. Warton, of 
Winchefter, is another excellent critic, through 
whofe hands my trifles fhall pafs before they 
fee the light. I have dined with him at Sir 
Joihua Reynolds's, where he paid me a com- 
pliment before the whole company, which I 
cannot write without bluihing: he faid, my 
Greek poems which he had feen in manu- 
fcript, were worthy of ancient Greece. I 
dare fay this learned and ingenious man, will 
fuffer me to fend to him a copy of the poems 
at Winchefter ; and that he will make his re- 
marks very fincerely. When I have colkaed 
the criticifms of thefe gentlemen, I will com- 
pare them, and add my corredlions at the end, 
under the title of emendations, as Pope has 
inferted his alterations in the text of his 
poems, and fet down the variations, or firft 
readings, in the margin. ^ I think it will be 
better (as we muft not lofe the feafoh for 
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publication) to fend the copies to my friends, 
as foon as the trifle on Chefs is printed, and 
tp ihew them the profe afterwards. 

My Turisifh Hiftojry will go to the pre& 
on Monday. Lord Radnor has given me 
leave, in the moft flattering terms, to infcribe 
it to him. 

I have a notion I ihall be a great talker 
when I am at the barj for I cannot take up 
my pen without 611ing three fides of paper, 
though I have nothing to fay whea I fij 
down, 

I ^m, &c, 

*Mr. JONES to ROBERT ORME, Efq, 

JpriiM12. 

It is impofliible for me to 
defcribe the delight and adnuration I havq 
felt, from the perufal of your Hifl:ory of the 
War in India. The plans, circumfliances, and 
events of it, are fo clearly defcribed by you, 
that : felt an interelV in them rather as an 
a<-tQr than a reader, I' was particularly pleafr 

. - '.t.i.>i{j ^ Appendix, No. 2Z, -' 
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ed with youc deUneation of the lives m^ 
ehara<3ers of thofe, who had diftio^dfhed 
tbenifelves by theii?J afSbions ot wifd'Om; nor 
■was I lefs n delighted with the elegance of • 
yoor topc^raphical defcriptions; that of the 
Ganges particularly pleafed me; it is abfoUjte* 
ly a pidure. 1 hawe renurked, that the 
more polifhed hiftoriajas of all ages* as well as 
the poets, have been fond of difplaying their 
talents in defaribing rivers. Thias Thucy- 
dides defcribes the Achelous, and Xenophon 
the Teleboas, and both, admirably, though ia 
* different manner; the latter with his ufual 
brevity and elegance, the former with a de- 
gree of roughnefs and magnificence not un- 
common to him. With refpe^ to your 
ftyle, if elegance confift in the choice and col- 
location of words, you have a moll indubita- 
ble title to it ; for you have on all occafions 
lele<£ted the moft appropriate exprefllonS, and 
have givea to them the moft beautiful ar- 
rangement; and this is almoft the greaiCefl: 
praife, which a compofition can claim. 
The pubMcation of the fecond part of yoitir 
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Hiftory, which has been fo long and earneftfy 
looked for, will be highly acceptable to thofe 
whofe opinions you refpedl ; and I need not 
fay that it will add to your reputation. In- ' 
deed it is not juft, that the Coromandel coaft 
only fhould receive the ornament of youf 
pen, to the negledS: of Bengal, which an In- 
dian monarch pronounced r//^e delight of the 

world. 

* « , * * * * 

' If the reader fhould complain that the Qor- 
refpondence" prefented to him, is not always 
important or interefting, I can only plead in 
excufcj my inability 4o. make any feleftion 
that woul4 obviate this remark, without being 
liable to the weightier obje£lion of exhibiting ^ 
an imperfedl pi dure of the charafter of Mr. 
Jones. To me it is pleafmg to, trace him in 
his clofet, unfold his iheditatiorvs, develop his 
projeOis, and follow him in his familiar in- 
tercour-fe with his friends ; and whilft my ad- 
miration is excited by the ardour of his- mind, 
embracing in idea excellence unattainable 
even by him» and conceiving works imprac- 



187 
ticable from their extent, I participate with; 
equal pleafure in his relaxations and amufe- 
ments. 

The plan of the Epic Poem, which he 
mentions in his letters to his Polifh friend, 
was fketched during his refidence at SJ)a, in 
July 1770. The original manufcript has 
been preferved ; and I am enabled to com- ' 
munlcate it to the public*. The fubjeft of 
the poem was the fuppofed difcovery of our 
ifland by Tyrian adventurers j and he propofed 
to exhibit under the charadter of the prince: 
of Tyre, that of a perfedl: king of this country; 
a charafter which he pronounces the moft 
glorious and beneficial of any that the warm- 
eft imagination can form. It reprefents (to 
quote his own words) the dangers to which a 
King of England, is neceflarily expofed, the 
vices which he muft avoid, and the virtues, 
and great qualities, with which he muft be 
adorned. On the whole,^ " Britain diC- 
" covered" is intendfid as a poetical pane- 
gyric on our excellent Conftitution, and as 
* Appendix, A. 
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a pjcdge- of the antl^or's attacbmefijt to it ; m- 
a mLtkmal epic poem, like thofe of Homer, 
Virgil, Taflb, and Camoens, defigned to ce- 
lebrate the honours of his country, to difplay 
m a ftriking light the moft important prin- 
ciples of politics and morality, and to inculcate 
tjiyefe grand maxims, that nothing can Ihake 
OUT ftate, while the true liberty of the fubje(St 
roisains united with the dignity of the fo- 
Teieignj and that' is all flates,, virtue is the 
caaly fare hafis, of private and public happi- 

He referved the completion of the poem to . 
a period of leiiiire and indepeiadence -which 
never arrived ; and although after an interval 
©f feme years, he,refumed the idea of com- 
pofing an Epic Poem on the fame;fubje<9:, but 
with confiderable alterations, he never ex- 
tended: the execution of it beyond a few 
lines.. 

Whether the Turkifh Hiftory, which Mr. 
Jcjnes mentions as ready for the prefs, waS' 
ever finished, I am not informed ; part of 
the original manu&ript ftill remains ; the in- 
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trodudion * to it was printed, but not pub- 
lifhed, and will form a number ia the A^ 
pendix. 

The anticipation 6f future prolpeds fug- 
gefted by the fervour of youthful imagination, 
is too common to all, but particularly to men 
of genius, to excite much furprife ; and of 
them it has been generally and juilly remark- 
ed, that what has been performed by therri, 
bears little proportion to what was projefted. 
In their progrefs through life, impediments 
occur to the execution of their plans, which 
the mind at firft eagerly overlooks; whilfl: 
time, imperceptibly advancing, deprives theni 
of the power and even of the inclination to 
complete what has been defigned with fb 
much ardour. They find what experience 
daily proves, that the duties of life can only 
be properly performed, when they are thtf 
primary objeds of our regard and attention. 

The little difcourfe, to which Mr* Jones 
humouroufly alludes in his letter to Reiriczki, ' 
was a htitr in French, addrefled to Mouiiear 
* Appendix, B. 
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Anquetil du Perron, and printed In 1771* 
The Frenchman had publiflied, in three quarto 
volumes, an account of his travels in India, 
the life of Zoroafter, and fome fuppofed works 
of that philofopher. To this publication he 
prefixed a difcourfe, in which he treated the 
Univerfity of Oxford, and fome of its learned 
members and friends of Mr. Jones, with ri- 
dicule and difrefpect. From the perufal of 
his works, Mr. Jones was little difpofed to 
agree with Monfieur du Perron, in the boafted 
importance of his communications; he was 
difgufted with his vanity and petulance, and 
particularly offended by his illiberal attack 
upon the Univerfity, which he refpedled, and 
upon the perfons whom he efteemed and ad- 
mired. The letter which he addrefTed to 
M. du Perron was anonymous ; it was wril^ 
ten with great force, and exprefles his in- 
dignation and contempt with a degree of 
afperity, which the judgment of maturer years 
would have difapprpved. Profeffor Biorn 
Sthal, a Swedifli Orientalift, fays of it, that 
he had known many Frenchmen fo fkr mif- 
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taken in the writer, as to afcribe it to fqm'<5 
belefprit of Paris. Such in their opinion was 
the brilliancy and correiSlnefs of its ftyle* 
Dr. Hunt, the Laudiah Prdfeflbr of Arabic, 
at ' Oxford, who had been contemptuoufly 
mentioned by du Perron, addreffed the two fol- 
lowing letters to Mr. Jones on this occafion: 

DEAR SIR, Ch. Church, Oct. 25, 1771. 

•I have now found the tranflation of 
ail the rettiains of Zoroafter, mentioned in 
your laft, and think, upon an attentive pe- 
rufal of it, that the account which Dr.Fra- 
fer has given of it is true. 

I never told Perron, that I uridgrftood the 
ancient Perfic language ; and I am authorized 
by Mr. Swinton, who was prefent all the time 
Perron was with me, to fay that he nevet 
heard me tell him fo. I might perhaps fay, 
that Iknew the old Perfic charaSier, zs given 
by Dr. Hyde ; but to a- further knowledge 
of the language I never pretended, nor could 
Itell him that I did. But foi- a proof of the 
veracity of this fellow, I beg leave to refer 
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you to page 461. of bis preliminary difcourfei 
where he fays, that he made me a prefent of 
a fine Sanjkirrit^ (of, as he calls it, Sanfkrotan) 
al{>habet, and that he promifed Dr. Bartoa 
and Mr. Swinton, to fend them alphabeics of 
the feveral Afiatic languages; whereas he 
neither made me the prefent, nor performed 
the promife to them. Mr. Swinton fays, he 
can furnifh us with other inftances of this 
Frenchman's veracity, which he has promifed 
td do in a few days* In the mean time^ 

I am, &c. 

Thomas Hunt. 

DEAR SIfi, Ch. Churchy Nov, 28, iTTl. 

I received the -welcome prefent of 
your excellent pamphlet againft Perron* in 
due time, and yefterday I was favoured with 
yuur kind letter ; for both which I returii yoU ' 
my hearty thanks. I fhould have thanked 
you for your pamphlet fooner, but havfe bega 
out of town. I have read it over and over 
again, and think the whole nation, as well as 
* Works,: voL x. p. 461. 
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the Univerfity and its members, are much 
obliged to you for this able and fpir,ited de- 
fence. I acknowledge myfelf to be fo in a 
particular manner, and fo does Mr. Swinton, 
who defires his compliments and thanks. 
But there is one thing which Mr. Swinton 
feems to doubt of, which is, whether there 
has been fuch a general deftrudion of the 
writings of the ancient Perfians as you ima- 
gine there has been. For imy own part, till 
fome better proof can be given of the au- 
thenticity of thofe books, which have been 
produced as the genuine compofitions of that 
ancient people, than what I have yet feen 
given, I am inclined to be of your opinion. 
At leaft, this I am fure of, that if the books, 
which Alexander, Omar, &c. deftroyed, were 
no better than thofe which have been publifh- 
ed, the world has had no great' lofsj witnefs 
the infufFerable jargon which you have given 
from their writings in the 38th and 41 ft, &c. 
pages of your letter ; to which, as this bulky 
performance of Perron* wiU be but in few 

* Mons. Anquetil du Perron made a voyage to India, 
Life—Y. r. O 
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hands, it may not perhaps be amifs to add 
fome others. But, as Mr. Swinton has fug- 
gelled, that he has fome doubts about the 
fate of the writings of the old Perfians, I think 

in 1755, for the purpose of acquiring the ancient lan- 
guage of Persia, and that of the Bramins. His ardou;* 
for this undertaking was so great, that he engaged him- 
self to the French East-India Company as a private sol- 
dier, as affording the speediest means of accomplishing 
the voyage, but some friends procured his discharge, and 
a small pension for him from the Crown of France, He 
arrived at Pondicherry, in 1755, and, after travelling 
over various parts of India, by the assistance of the Go- 
vernment of Bombay, was enabled to return to Europe 
in an English vessel, and landed at Portsmouth, in No- 
vember 1761. He brought with him many Oriental ma- 
nuscripts, which he afterwards carried to France, and in 
1771 published three quarto volumes, containing an ac- 
count of his travels, and the information which he had 
obtained in the course of them, under the general title of 
Zind-Avesta, Ouvrage de Zoroaster. 

In a discourse addressed to the Asiatic Society at Cal- 
cutta, in 1789, Sir "William Jones speaks of himj as " hav- 
" ing had the merit of undertaking a voyage to India in 
" his earliest youth, with no other view than to recover 
" the writings of Zeratusht (Zoroaster) and who would 
" have acquired a brilliant reputation in France, if he had 
" not sullied it by his immoderate vanity and virulence 
" of temper, which alienated the good-will even of his 
" own countrymen," In the same discourse, he affirms, 
that M. Anquetil most certainly had no knowledge of 
Sanscrit. 

In 179S, M. Anquetil published a work, entitled. 
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you would do well to confult him, before 
you publifli your Engliflx tranflation* 

I am glad you intend to oblige the world 
with an Englifh tranflation of your letter; 
and if, among the anecdotes which Mr. 
Swinton fent you, you will be fo good as to 
infert that, wherein he fays, that he was pre- 
fent all the time that Perron was with me, 
but does not remember that I ever told him 
that I underftobd the ancient Perfian language, 
I fhall be much obliged to you. I am fure I 
never pretended, nor could pretend, to any 
further knowledge of it, than that of the al- 
phabet, as given by Dr. Hyde. 

I am, &c. 

Thomas Hunt. 

L'Inde en rapport avec I'Europe, which is more remark- 
able for the virulence of its invectives against the English, 
and for its numerous misrepresentations, than for the in- 
formation which it contains, or the soundness of the re- 
dactions which it conveys. In the summary of its con- 
tents, stated in the title-page, he professes to give a de- 
tailed, accurate, and terrific picture of the English Ma- 
chiavelism in India, and he addresses his work in a rant- 
ing bombast dedication to the manes of Dupleix and La- 
bourdonnais. It does not appear that the temper of Mr. 
A. has been meliorated, although he had then nearly at- 
tained his 70th year. 

O 2 
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The fmall volume of poems*, confining 
chiefly of tranflations from the Afiatic lan- 
guages, with two profe diflertations annexed, 
was publiflied in 1772. We may be allowed' 
to fmile at the folicitude, which Mr. Jones 
exprefles in his correfpondence on the fubjed: 
of this publication, to avoid the imputation 
of devoting that time to the Mufes, which 
belonged to his profeffional ftudies, whilft we 
participate with pleafure the efFed:s of his de- 
votion to the objedls of his admiration ; but 
his anxiety for his literary reputation, in de- 
ferring the publication of his poems until they 
had received all the improvements which care 
and attention, aflifted by the criticifms of 
his friends, could beflow, is highly praife- 
worthy. 

' On the 30th of April, 1772, Mr. Jones 
was eleded a Fellow of the Royal Society, 
and admitted on May the 14th of the fame 
year. He does not 'appear to have com- 
municated any paper for the Philofophical 
Tranfadions. 

* Works, vol. X. p. 195. 
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From the firft entrance of Mr. Jones into 
the Univerfity, until Michaelmas 1/68, when 
he took the degree of A. B., he had kept the 
terms regularly; from that period to 1773, 
only occaiionally. In the Eafter term of that 
year, during the Encaenia, he took his matter's 
degree. It was on this occafion, that he 
compofed an oration with an intention, which 
he did not execute, of fpeaking it in the 
Theatre. The fpeech was publifhed ten years 
after, and exhibits a ftriking memorial of in- 
dependent principles, and well-cultivated abi- 
lities: — ^to vindicate learning from the male- 
volent afperfion of being deftrudive of manly 
fpirit, unfavourable to freedom, and intro- 
dudtive to flavifh obfequioufnefs ; to fupport 
the honour and independence of Itearned men, 
to difplay the tranfcendant advantages of the 
Univerfity of Oxford, — ^were the topics, 
which he had propofed to difcufs ; but on 
which the limits prefcribed to his oration, 
forbad him to expatiate. 
■ The animation of his language ftiews, that 
thefe topics were ever near his heart : an ar- 
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dent love of liberty, an enthufiaftic veneration 
for the Univerfity, a warm and difcriminate 
eulogium on learned men, who devoted their 
talents and labours to the caufe of religion, 
fcience, and freedom, charaiterife his dif- 
courfe ; of which, part has been lately quoted 
with applaufe by Dr. Parr*. 

The kindnefs of a contemporary ftudent 
has communicated an anecdote in proof of 
his particular averfion to the logic of the 
fchools, that, in an oration which he pro- 
nounced' in Univerfity- Hall, he declaimed 
violently againft Burgerfdifcius, Cracanthor- 
pius, and the whole body of logicians in the 
College of Queen Philippa, his oppofite neigh- 
bour. Of his uncommon induftry, many proofs 
might be enumerated, and among others the 
copying of feveral Arabic manufcripts, of 
which one was the entertaining romance of 
Bedreddin Hajfan, or, Aladdin's Lamp, from a 
moft elegant fpecimen of Arabian calligraphy. 
Nor was he lefs remarked for an affedion- 
ate attention to his mother and fitter, who re- 
* Notes to Spital Sermon, p. 136. 
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fided at Oxford ; fuch portion of his time as 
he could fpare from his ftudies was given to 
their fociety, and during his occafional ab- 
fence from the Univerfity, he was regular in 
his correfpondence with his mother. 

We may conceive and participate the de- 
light of a fond parent, contemplating the in- 
creafing reputation of her fon ; fhe now found 
lier maternal care and anxiety repaid in a 
degree equal to her moft fanguine dxpeda- 
tion6, and her afFeilion rewarded by a full 
meafure of filial duty and gratitude. The 
progrefs of the virtues is not always in pro- 
portion to literary improvement ; and learning, 
which ought to meliorate the afFedlions, and 
flrengthen the principles of duty, has been 
known to diftort the mind by pride, and en- 
gender arrogknce. In Mr. Jones, we have 
the pleafure to fee every moral principle pro^- 
moted and invigorated by his literary attain- 
ments. 

In the commencement of 1774) h^ pub'^ 
lilhed his Commentaries on Afiatic Poetry. 
This work was received with admiration and 
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applaufeby the Orientar fcholars of Europe 
in general, as well as by the learned of his 
own country. It was perhaps the firft pub- 
lication on Eaftern literature, which had an 
equal claim to elegance and erudition. This 
work was begun by Mr. Jones in 1766, and 
finifhed in 1769, when he was in his twenty- 
third year : but with the fame folicitude 
whicji he had exhibited on other occaiions, 
to lay his compofitions before the public in 
the greateft poffible perfeftion, he had re- 
peatedly fubmitted the manufcript to the exa- 
mination and critical remarks of his learned 
friends. Their approbation of it was liberal 
and general : but the opinion of Dr. Parr on 
any fubje£l of literature is decilive, and I 
feleift from a letter, which he wrote to Mr. 
Jones in 1769, fome paflages,"-in which hp 
exprefles his admiration of the work. 

'' I have read your book De Poefi Afia- 
** tica with all the attention that is due to a 
" work fo ftudioufly defigned, and fo happily 
*' executed. The obfervations are juft and 
^* curious, and equally free from indifcriminate 
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" approbation, licentious cenfure, and excel^ 
" five refinement. Through the hurry of 
*' the firft qompofition, the fame expreffion 
*' frequently occurs, and fentences begin in 
*' the fame manner, and now and then two 
" words are improperly combined. 

*' Thefe -inaccuracies are very rare, and very 
*' trifling. On the whole, there is a purity, 
*^ an eafe, an elegance in the ftyle, which 
*' fhew an accurate and moft perfect know- 
*' ledge of the Latin tongue. Your Latin 
" tranflations in verfe gave me great fatis- 
f fad:ion. I am uncommonly charmed with 
^* the idyllium, called Chryfis. The flow of 
" the verfes, the poetic ftyle of the words, 
" and the elegant turn of the whole poem, are 
*' admirable. 

" On the whole, I have received infinite 
*' entertainment from this curious and learned 
" performance, and I look forward with plca- 
" fure, to the great honour fuch a publica- 
*' tion will do our country." 

It will readily be fuppofed, that in the in- 
terval between the date of the letter and the 



202 
publication of the Commentaries, Mr. Jones 
had not negl^dled to make the corredions 
fuggefted by the criticifms of his learned cor- 
refpondent; and that fuch further emenda- 
tions were adopted, as the growing maturity 
of his own judgment pointed out. 

In the preface to the Commentaries, Mr. 
Jones mentions and laments the death of Dr. 
Sumner, in terms which ftrongly mark his 
affedion for the memory of his. refpe6led 
friend and inftrudor, who died in September 
1771:— 

" There never was a man more worthy 
*' of being remembered, for his talents, in- 
" tegrity, admirable difpofition, amiable man- 
*' ners, and exquifite learning; in the art of 
** inftrufting, I never knew any mafter equal 
*' to him ; and his cheerfulnefs and fweetnefs 
*' were fuch, that it is difficult to fay, whether 
*' he was moll agreeable to his friends or his 
" pupils. In Greek and Latin literature he 
*' was deeply verfed : and although, like So- 
" crates, he wrote little himfelf, no one had 
" more acutenefs or precifion in correding 
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" the faults, or in pointing out t,he beauties of 
*' others ; fo that if fortune or the courfe of 
" events, inftead of confining his talents to a 
" fchool, had placed him at the bar, or in the 
** fenate, he would have contefted the prize 
of eloquence with the ableft orators of his 
** own country, where only this art is fuc- 
'• cefsfuUy cultivated. For if he did not 
*' poflefs all the qualities of an orator in per- 
'' fediion, he had each of them in a great de- 
*' gree. His voice was clear and diftinft, his 
*' flyle poliihed, his expreflion fluent, his 
" wit playful, and his memory tenacious ; his, 
*' eyes, his countenance, his adion, in Ihort, 
*' were rather thofe of a Demofthenes than of 
*• an ordinary fpeaker ; in fhort, we may fay 
" of him what Cicero faid of Rofcius, that, 
** whilft he feemed the only mafter qualified 
** for the education of youth, he feemed at 
" the fame time, the only orator capable of 
" difcharging the moft important fundlions of 
" the ftate." 

Thofe who had the good fortune to re- 
ceive their tuition under Dr. Sumner, will 
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not think this eulogium exaggerated, and 
muft read with pleafure a teftiinony, which 
thfeir own recolledtion confirms ^. 

* The following epitaph, said to be composed by Dr. 
Parr, is inscribed on the monument of Dr. Sumner, at 
Harrow on the Hill ; 

H. S. E. 

ROBERTUS SUMNER, S. T. P. 

Coll. Regal, apud Cantab, olim socius; 

Scholse Harroviensis, haud ita pridem, 

Archididascalus. 

Fuit huic praestantissimo viro 

Ingenium natura peracre, optimarum 

disciplinis artiam sedulo excultum, 

Uau diuturno confirmatum, et quodam 

modo subactum. 

Nemo enim 

Aut in reconditis sapientise studiis illo 

subtilior extitit, 

Aut humanioribus literis limatior. 

Egregiis cum dotibus naturae, turn 

doctringe prseditus. 

Insnper accedebant 

In sententiis, vera ac perfecta elo- 

quentia ; 

In sermone, facetiarum lepos, plane 

Atticus, 

Et gravitate insuper aspersa urbanitas; 

In moribuSj singularis quaedam 

iniegritas et fides; 

Vitae denique ratio constans sibi, et ad 

virtutis normam diligenter 

sever eque exacta. 
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The dedication of his Commentaries to the 
Univerfity of Oxford, which he pronounced 
*^ would be the moft illuftrious of all uni- 
*' verfities, as long as fhe remained the moft 
" free," was a pleafing proof of his gratitude 
to his alma mater ; and he concludes the pre- 
face with fome animated thoughts, which I 
{hall endeavour to convey, with the full con- 
jfcioufnefs, at the fame time, of the imper- 
fection of my attempt. 

*• Whether this work. will pleafe the French, 
" or their admirers, is to me of little concern, 
** provided it prove acceptable to my country, 
*' and to that renowned Univerfity, in which 
** I received my education ; with a view to 
'* the honour of both, thefe Commentaries 
*' were undertaken and completed j nor is 
"there any wilh fo near to my heart, as that 

Omnibus qui vel amico essent eo, 
' vel magistro usi, 

Doctrinae, ingenii, virtutisjustum 

reliquit desiderium. 

Subita, eheu ! atque immatura morte 

correptus, 

Prid. Id. Septemb. 

Anno Domini m,dcc,lxxi. 

vEtat. suae 41. 
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** all my labours, pall or future, may be ufe- 
" ful and agreeable to them. I lament, in- 
" deed, the neceffity which compels me to 
** renounce the purfuit of polite literature : 
" but why do I fay, lament ? let me rather 
*• rejoice, that I am now entering upon a 
*' career, which will fupply ampler and better 
*' opportunities of relieving the opprefled, of 
*' afRfting the miferable, and of checking the 
" defpotic and tyrannical. 

" If I am afked, who is the greatejl man f 
** I anfwer the heji : and if I am required 
•^^ to fay, who is the beft ? I reply, he that 
*' has deferved moft of his fellow-creatures. 
*' Whether we deferve better of mankind by 
" the cultivation of letters, by obfcure and 
" inglorious attainments, by intellectual pur- 
*' fuits calculated rather to amufe than in- 
** form, than by ftrenuous exertions in fpeak- 
*' ing and afting, let thofe confider who bury 
" themfelves in ftudies unproductive of any 
*' benefit to their country or fellow-citizens. 
" I think not. I have been long enough en- 
** gaged in preparatory exercifes, and I am 
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" now called to the field. What my fortune 
^'^may be, I know not; this, however, I 
" know, that the moft anxious object of my 
■"heart is, after having run my career, to 
" retire, in advanced life, to the ever-beloved 
*' retreat of the Univerfity ; not with a view 
" to indulge myfelf in indolence, which my 
*' dilpofition abhors, but to enjoy a dignified 
" leifure in the uninterrupted cultivation of 
*• letters, which the profeiTion I am preparing 
*' to embrace, no longer fuffers me to purfue." 
At the conclufion of the Commentaries, 
we find an elegant addrefs to the Mufe, in 
which Mr. Jones exprefles his determinatioa 
to renounce polite literature, and devote him- 
felf entirely to the ftudy of the law. He was 
called to the Bar, in January 1774, and had 
difcovered, as he v^rites to an intimate friend, 
that the law was a jealous fcience, and would 
admit no partnerfhip with the Eaftern mufes. 
To this determination he appears to have in- 
flexibly adhered for fome years, notwithftand- 
ing the friendly remonftrances and flattering 
invitations of his learned correfpondents. He 
had about this time an intention of publifhing 
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the mathematical works of his father, and 
with this view circulated propofals ; but, for 
what reafon I know not, he abandoned it. - 

I now revert to his correfpondence, of 
which I repeat my regret that fo Uttle 
remains. 

Dr. HUNT to Mr. JONES. 

DEAR SIR, Ch. Church, March 2, 1774. 

I return you my hearty thanks for 
your moft acceptable prefent of your excellent 
book on the Afiatic poetry. I fhould have 
made you my acknowledgements for this 
great favour before, but I have been fo en- 
tirely engaged in reading the book (which I 
have done from the beginning to the end) 
that I have not had time to think of its wor- 
thy author any otherwife, than by tacitly ad- 
miring, as I went along, his exquifitely fine 
parts, and wonderful learning. Indeed, fo en- 
gaging is the beautiful ftyle of this admirable 
performance, and fo itriking the obfervations it 
contains, that it is next to impoffible for a per- 
fon, who has any tafte for this branch of litera- 
ture, whea he has once taken it into his handj 
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to lay It afideagain\|rithout giving it a thorough 
perufal. I find you have enriched this wor|£ 
with a great variety of curious quotations, 
and judicious criticifms, as well as with the 
addition of feveral valuable new pieces, fince 
you favoured me with the fight of it before, 
and the pleafure which I have now had in. 
reading it has been in proportion. I hope this 
new key to the Afiatic poetry, with which 
you have obliged the world, will not be fuf- 
fered to ruft for want of ufe ; but that it will 
prove, what you intended it to be, an happy 
inftrument in- the hands of learned and in- 
quifitive men, for unlocking the rich treafurea. 
of wifdom and knowledge which have been 
preferved in the Hebrew, Arabic, Perfic, and 
the other Oriental languages,, ahd efpecially 
the Hebrew, that venerable channel, through 
which the facred compofitions of the divinely 
infpired^ poets have been conveyed down to us. 
I hope this will find you,wdl, 

and am, Sec. 

Thomas. HuNa^- 
P, S. I have feen your propofalaior .print- 

Life—Y. I. B 
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ing the mathematical works of my worthy 
friend, your late father, and beg to be of the 
number of your fubfcribers. 

* Mr. JONES to F. P. BAYER, 

March n74. 
I have received a moft elegant copy of 
your Treatife on the Phcenician Language 
and Colonies, and I am at a lofs to decide 
whether it is moft learned or entertaining. Al- 
though I fear, like Diomede, that I ihall give 
you brafs in exchange for your gold ; yet I 
fend you, as a proof of my gratitude and ef- 
teem, my Commentaries on Afiatic Poetry; 
and it will afford me great fatisfadlion to learn 
that they pleafe you. — Farewell. 

t Mr. JONES to H. A. SCHULTENS. 

Juljj 1774. 

This letter will be prefented to you 

by Mr. Campbell, a young gentleman of 

great modefty and worth, and I recommend 

* Appendix, No. 23. f Appendix, No. 24. 
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him to your particular attention. He in- 
tends going to India as a merchant, but, pre- 
vious to his embarkation, wiflies to give fome 
time to the ftudy of foreign languages, Eu- 
ropean and Afiatic, and particularly the Per- 
fian. Any affiftance which you may afford 
him in his ftudies, or other little affairs, I 
fhall efteem a favour done to myfelf, and he 
will confider it a great obligation. 

How goes on our Hariri ? Will it ever be 
publilhed with your elucidations ? My time 
is employed in the courts; and whatever 
leifure I can command is exclufively devoted 
to the ftudy of law and hiftory. I hope 
you have received my Commentaries, which 
I fent you. — Farewell. 

* H. A. SCHULTENS to Mr. JONES, 
The phoenix of his time, and the 
ornament of the age — Health ! 

Amsterdam, Sept. 1774. 

When I refle£t, my dear Jones, upoii the 

fortunate period, which I palTed in your hap- 

Appendix, No. 25. 
P 2 
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py ifl&Hd, I feel the moft cxquifite del^ht at 
the reealleiflicrfi of the pleafure and improve^ 
merit, i^hkh I derived frota your fociety^ at 
the fame itme., my anxiety fdr your company 
excites the riioft lively regret at our ft^ara;* 
tiofi. If I cannot altogether conquer it, 1 
can at leaft alleviate it by coircfponding with 
you. 

Nothing but a variety of unufual occu- 
pations could have delayed my writing to you 
fo long aftfer my return to Amfterdam ; I was 
moreover ^prehenfive df interruptinjg your 
fl:udiesl)y my intrufioti. The receipt of the 
obligihg prefeM of your Commentaries, has 
feiiioved all my fear on this account, and af- 
fords me a moft agreeable proof of your re- 
membrance. Accept my fmcereft thanks for 
yoltr &iihed an-d -mioft elegant work, which 
I <h5ave eageriy read again and again with ad- 
miration and aftonifliment. 

As fmcere a lover as yourfelf of the Mufes, 
liow much I regret their unhappy lot, that 
-whilft they have fo few admirers, one of their 
inoft diftinguifhed votaries £hould be feduced 
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•Irom their fervice by the difcor^ant broils of 
the bar ! Do they not then ppffefs fueh charms 
and graces as to merit a preference to others, 
who hare no portion but wealth and honour ? 
Is not their beauty fo attractive, tbgir drefs 
fo elegant and enchanting, as to fafcinate their 
admirers to a degree, which makes them 
defpife all others, and feel no delight but in 
their fociety ? Forgive, my dear Jones, this 
friendly expoftulation. 

Two or three copies only of your work 
have reached us ; I beg you will not fuffer 
the inattention of bookfellers to deprive us of 
a larger fupply. ' You will receive (hortly a 
little inaugural difcourfe which I pronoun<ced 
here. On extending the limits of Oriental li- 
terature. It was done too much in hafte to 
be as perfect as it ought to have been, and as 
I could have made it with more leifure. The 
office which I hold here is moft agreeable to 
me, but is attended with this inconvenience, 
that the duties of it allow me no time for the 
purfuit of other ftudie^; and the attentipn 
which I am forced to beftpw on grarowatical 
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inftitutions, on explanatory ledlures on the 
Old Teftament, and in difquifitions on the 
Jewiih antiquities, precludes the perufal of 
Arabic, and ftill more of Perfian authors. 
But I fubmit the more cheerfully to this re- 
ftraint, as the affiduity of my prefent exertions 
will produce more leifure in future; and 
when I have once committed to paper the 
mafs of lectures which I have annually to 
repeat, I fliall then be at full liberty to em- 
ploy myfelf as I pleafe. I have abfolutely 
determined to publifli Meidani, but it will re- 
quire the labour of ten years : you well know, 
that without a competent knowledge, not 
only of the language of the Eaft, but of Orien- 
tal hiftory, ceremonies, and manners, it would 
be madnefs to attempt it. Whether my la- 
bours will ever have the afliftance of a mid- 
wife, time muft fhew. Profeflbr Scheidius 
is employed in publifhing Giewhari : the ex- 
penfe of the undertaking far exceeds his means, 
but he hopes to provide againft this difficulty, by 
publifhing one,>or more numbers annually, ac- 
cording to alphabetical arrangement, by which 
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means the fale of each may furnifh the ex- 
penfe of the fucceeding. 

I have nothing further to communicate to 
you, but I moft anxioufly long to fee you. 
If you have the ambition of your country- 
man, Banks, to expofe yourfelf to the in- 
clemency of winter by vifiting me here, all my 
fear of the cold will be loft in the hope, that 
a long and intenfe froft may detain you. 
Nothing however can give me more pleafure^ 
either in winter or fummer, than to have you 
for my gueft. My wife, whom I married 
about five months fince, is equally anxious to 
fee a man, of whom fhe hears her hufband 
perpetually talking ; ilie, as well as my father, 
who received inexpreflible delight in the pe- 
rufal of your Commentaries, defires to be re- 
membered to you ; he entertains the higheft 
refpe(9: and efteem for you. Let me know how 
you are, and whether your mother and fifter 
are well. Do me the favour alfo to inform 
them, that I fhall ever remember with gra- 
titude the obligations which I owe to their 
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great politenefs and attention to me. Con- 

fider me ever as the humble fervant of jour^ 

felf and friends. — Farewell, and love me 

» ever. 

P. S. I almoft forgot to mention our Dai- 
mafcerie prince ; his riame, I think, is Jofeph 
Abas. I regret that during his refidence at 
this place, he only called upon me two days 
before his departure for Bruffels. I was 
highly delighted with his liberal, manly, and 
truly Arabian fpirit ; neither did he appear 
deficient in polite literature, but of this you 
are a better judge than I am. For niy own 
part, I muft ever retain a regard for a man, 
whofe eonverfation fo entertained and in- 
terefted lixe, uPxder the attack of a fever, that 
it abfolutely prfiverited the return of it. 

* Mr. JONES to H. A. SCHULTENS,, 

October 1774. 

I have had the pleafure to receive 

your letter dated in Septejjlber, which did not 

* Appendix, No. 26. 
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however reach me^ till dftei* my return t& 
Lonflon, from a famm^i: eXellrfion to tfee 
Kentifh coaft. 

I am highly gratified by your father's and 
your^ approbation of my Commentaries^ and 
I acknowledge the kindnefs of youf friendly 
and polite ekpoftulatitjn in telling me thai you 
cannot bear to fee me diefert the caufe of li- 
terature. But, my friehdj the die is caft, and 
1 have no longer a choice ; all my books and 
manufcripts, with an exception Of thofe only 
which relate to law and oratory, are tecked ' 
up at Oxford, and I have determined, for the 
next twenty years at leafts, to renounce all 
ftudies but thoife which are conneded with 
my profeffion. It is needlefs to trouble you 
with my reafons at length for this deter- 
mination J I will only fay, that if I had lived 
at Rome or Athens, I fhould have pteferred 
the labours, ftudies, and dangers of their 
orators and illuftrious citizens, connected as 
they were with banifhment and even death^ to 
the groves of thfe poets, or the gardens of the 
philofopljers. Here I adopt the fame refo- 
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lation. The Conftitution of England is in 
no refpe(a: inferior to that of Rome or Athens; 
this is my fixed opinion, which I formed 
in my earlieft years, and fhall ever retain. 
Although I fincerely acknowledge the charms 
of polite literature, I muft at the fame time 
adopt the fentiment of Neoptolemus in the "* 
tragedy, that we can philofophize with a 
few only; and no lefs the axiom of Hip- 
pocrates, that life is fhort, art long, and time 
fwift. But I will alfo maintain the excel- 
lence and the delight of other ftudies. What ! 
fhall we deny that there is pleafure in ma- 
thematics, when we recolleft Archimedes, 
the p:!rince of geometricians, who was fo 
intenfely abforbed in the demonftration of a 
problem, that he did not difcover Syracufe 
was,taken ? Can we conceive any ftudy more 
important, than the fingle one of the laws of 
our own country ? Let me recall to your re- 
collection the obfervations of L. Craflus and 
Qj^Scaevola on this fnbjedl, in the treatife of 
Cicero de Oratore. What ! do you imagine 
the goddefs of eloquence to poflefs lefs at- 
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tradllons than Thalia or Polyhymnia, or have 
you forgotten the epithets which Ennius be- 
ftows on Cethegus, the ^uinteffence of elo- 
quence, and the flower of the people ? Is 
there a man exifting who would not rather 
refemble Cicero, (whom I wifh abfolutely to 
make my model, both in the courfe of his 
life and ftudies,) than be like Varro-iftiowever 
learned, or Lucretius, however ingenious as a 
poet ? If the ftudy of the law were really un- 
pleafant and difgufting, which is far from the 
truth, the example of the wifeft of the an- 
cients, and of Minerva herfelf, the goddefs of 
wifdom and protedlrefs of Athens, would 
juftify me in preferring the fruitful and ufeful 
olive to the barren laurel. 

To tell you my mind freely, I am not of 
a difpofition to bear the arrogance of men of 
rank, to which poets and men of letters are fo 
often obliged to fubmit. Accept this friendly 
reply to your friendly expoftulation, and be- 
lieve my aflurances, that I entertain the high- 
eft value for your efteem, of which I have re- 
ceived fo many proofs. I moft anxioufly ex- 
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peft youif differtatmn. May the Almighty 
profper your labours, and particularly your 
laborious tafk of Mcidani ! May the moft 
learned Scheidius perfevere with refolutioh in 
completing the gigantic work, which he 
meditates ! I admixe his moft laudable in- 
iduftry ; but after the fate of Meniniki, (I do 
not fpea3r. of his works, but of his fortunes) 
no prudent man (for he that is not wife to 
himfelf, is wife to no end) will venture to ex- 
pofe his veffel to the perils of fhip wreck in 
fo uncertain a fea. The work is worthy of a 
ting, but the expenfe of it will require the 
revenue of a king. 

My mother and filler cordially unite with 
me in congratulations on your marriage, and 
I beg yovT to make my compliments to yom* 
•amiable confort, and moft refpe£table father. 
I thank you for your invitation to Amfter- 
id^p, and affure you that I ihould be moft 
Itappy tO' avail myfelf of it. Jn your fociety, 
1 feouid prefer a winter in -Holland to the 
^rdens of the Hefperides, nor indulge a wiilt 
f©r the vales of Tempe, but my legal occu- 
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pations make the fummer mme coa^it^mesii. 
for travelling. I promife you tJaerefere *© 
pais {efikt time with ysou in the Jurist, or Au- 
gaft, of the next ctr following year. 

I rejoice to find you plea&d with ^oft^ili 
the Syrian, and equally fo that he ;meaE^ to 
travel through Germany. His hiftory is 
fbmewhat long. If I had not -exerted myfelf 
in my applicatioh to fome men ,©f rank m 
London, who have accefs to the iKlng, lie 
mufl havepafied adife of mifery here^ or Jiaye 
died moll wretchedly. J 

The bookfeller keeps for you the Jioo^ 
which you deCired to purchafe. You canuot 
as yet have received a fhort letter which I 
wrote to you in July, and fent by a young 
gentleman of the name of Campbell. The 
fon of the .king of Spain, Prince Gabriel, jdid 
me the honour to fend me a moft fplgndid 
copy of his Salluft,, for which 1 r^turried my 
grateful acknowledgntents. 

You have doubtlefs heard of the travels .of 
Mr. Bruce, a native of Scotland, into Syria, 
Arabia, Abyffinia, Nubia, and Egypt. He is 
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as well acquainted with the coaft of the Red 
Sea, and the fources of the Nile, as with his 
own houfe. He has brouglit with him fome 
iEthibpic manufcripts, and amongft them the 
Prophecies of Enoch, an ancient hook, but to 
be ranked only with the Sibylline oracles. 

Whilft I was writing this letter, a perfon 
called upon me with a manufcript, which he 
had received at Venice from Mr. Montague, 
a man of family. I immediately perceived it 
to be a moft beautiful and correct copy of 
Motanabbi, with a letter addrefled to myfelf 
in Arabic verfe, from fome perfon named Ab- 
durrahman, whom Mr. Montague had pro- 
bably feen in Afia. I owe great obligations 
to the politenefs of the learned Arab, but I 
by no means think myfelf worthy of his ex- 
aggerated encomiums; — but you know the 
pompous ftyle of the Orientals. Do not fup- 
pofe that 1 have any prefent intention of read- 
ing the poems of Motanabbi ; that muft be 
referved for Oxford, when I have leifure to 
attend to this, and my other treafures' of the 
fame kind. Believe riiy afluranee, that I 
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entertain the higheft effeem for yduj and that 
nothing will give me greater pleafure than to 
hear from yOti frequently and at length. Take 
care of your health, and continue your regard 
for me. 

Mr. HOWARD to Mr. JONES. 

Sir, Paris, September I'i, {fli. 

As my ftay here may be con- 
fiderably. longer than I at firft propoTed, it is 
a duty incumbent on me to acquit myfelf of 
a charge committed to my care in the month 
of June laft by Mr. Montague, at Venice, by 
tranfmitting to you the manufcript which ac- 
companies this letter. I fliould indeed have 
fent it te you much fooner, but the hopes I 
had of an earlifer return to England, was the 
caufe of my poftponing it, that I might myfelf 
have had the pleafure of delivering it, which 
I flattered myfelf might have ferved as an in- 
troduction to the honour of your acquaint- 
ance, a happinefs which, without compliment, 
I have long been very ambitious of. But as 
my aflfairs are likely to detain me fome time 
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priety prefer my own interefl: to a more ma- 
terial one ; nor ought I longer to injure the 
public, by depri;iring them of the pleafure and 
advantage they may reap from this manu- 
fcript's coming to your hands. Mr. Mon-- 
tague loaded me with complipients to you,, 
meant as real teftimonies of the efteem he has, 
for you, which I am very unfortunate in not 
having the pleafure of delivering. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Mid. Howard., 

>Ir. JONES to Mr. HOWARD. 
' '' Sir, ' '* Oct. 4, 1774. 

I cannot exprefs how much I 
am flattered by the kind attention, with which 
you honour me. I have juft received your 
moll obliging letter, with a fine Arabic ma- 
nufcript, containing the works of a celebrated; 
poet, with whom I have been long acquaint- 
ed 5 this teftimony of Mr. Montague's regard; 
is extremely pleafmg to ine, and I have a 
moft grateful fenfe of his kindnefs. I am 
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ConfcIouS how little I have deferved the many 
honours I have lately received from the learned 
in Europe and Afia ; I can afcribe their polite* 
nefs to nothing but their candour and bene- 
volence. I fear they will think me ftill lefs 
deferving, when they know that I have de" 
ferted^ or t^tXher fufpended, all literary^ purfuits 
whatever, and am wholly engaged in the ftudy 
of a profeflion, for which I was always in- 
tended. As the law is a jealous fcience, and 
will not have any partherfhip with the Eaftern 
mufes, I mull abfolutely renounce their ac- 
quaintance for ten or twelve years to come. 
This manufcript however is highly accept- 
able 'to me, and fliall be preferved among 
'my choiceft treafures, till I have leifure to 
give it an attentive perufal. There is a com- 
pliment to me written in Arabic verfe in the 
firft leaf of the book, and figned.Abdur-rah- 
man Beg; the verfes are very fine, but fo 
full of Oriental panegyric, that I could not 
read them without blufhing, The prefent 
feems to come from the learned Arabian ; 
but as he has not inferted my name in his 

Life~N. I. , « , 
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verfes, and fpeaks^ of Oxford, he muft have' 
heard me mentioned by M^. Montague, to 
whom therefore I am equally indebted for 
the prefent. If I knew Mr. Montague's 
diredtipn, I would fend him a letter of thanks 
for his indulgence to me, and would alfo re- 
turn my compliments in Arabic to his Afia- 
tic friend, who feems to have fent the bool^. 
Before your return to England, I fhall pro- 
bably be removed to the Temple, where I 

fhall wait impatiently for the pleafure- of fee- 
ing you. " 

I am, &c. 

William Jokes. 

Mr. WADDILOVE to Mr. JONES. 

Sir, St. IldefonsOjJug. 1, 1774. 

Upon my arrival at Madrid, I 
delivered your prefent of your Afiatic Com- 
mentaries to my friend Dr. F*" Perez Bayer ^ 
he defires me to return you his compliments 
and thanks for your poUtenefs to him, and 
begs your acceptance of a copy of the Infant 
Don Gabriel's Salluft, which he accordingly 
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fent to me the night before we left Madrid. 
As we fhall not be there again till next Chrift-, 
mas, I ,ihall have no opportunity of forward- 
ing it to you very foon ; whenever any one 
offers, you may depend upon receiving it, 
but as this probably will not be before next 
fpring, I hope you will not defer acknowledg- 
ing the favour till ihen. If you fhould wifh 
to fee the Salluft before you write again to 
Mr. Bayer, you will find a copy in the Mu- 
feum. If you have had any time to examine 
the Differt^tion upon the Phoenician Lan- 
guage, &c.. Dr. F. P. Bayer will be glad of 
any remarks upon it, as a new edition of It 
in Latin will foon be printed. He has a 
curious collection of Samaritan eolns, and is 
now employed upon that fubje6l ; and if he 
could be prevailed upon to ptiblifh more of 
his enquiries into the antiquities of this and 
other cQuntries, the learned world would be 
much indebted to him. Gafirijs engaged at 
prefent in deciphering Moorlfh irifcriptlons, 
which haVe been found, in different parts of 
Spain. Some are already engraved, but not 

Q»2 
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yet publifhecj. He reduces firft the charadlers 
to the modern Arabic, and then gives a tranf- 
lation and comment in Latin. Your Salluft 
is unbound, and you have already the differ- 
tation to add to it. 

J am, &c. 

R. D. Waddilove. 

* Mr. JONES to F. P. BAYER. 

■'■'it' •; Oc/f. 4, mt. 

I can fcarcely find words to ex- 
prefs my thanks for your obliging prefent of 
a moll beautiful and fplendid copy of Salluft, 
with an elegant Spanifh tranflation. You 
have beftowed upon me, a private untitled in- 
dividual, an honour which heretofore has 
only been conferred upon great monarchs» 
and illuftrious univerfities. I really was at a 
lofs to decide, whether I fhould begin my let- 
ter by congratulating you on having fo ex- 
cellent a tranflator, or by thanking you for 
this agreeable proof of your remembrance. I 
look forward to the increafing fplendour, 

* Appendix, No. 87. , 
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which the arts and fciences inuft attain in a 
country, where the fon of the king poflefles 
genius arid erudition, capable of tranflating 
and illuftrating with learned notes, the firft of 
the Roman hiftorians; how few youths amongft 
the nobility in other countries poflefs the re- 
quifite ability or inclination for fuch a tafk ! 
The hiftory of Salluft is a performance of 
great depth, wifdom, and dignity: to under- 
ftand it well, is no fmall praife ; to explain it 
properly, is ftill more commendable; but to 
tranflate it elegantly, excites admiration. If 
all this had been accomplifhed by a private 
individual, he would have merited applaufe j 
if by a youth, he would have had a claim to 
literary honours; but when to the title of 
youth, that of prince is added, we cannot too 
highly extol, or too loudly applaud, his dif- 
tinguifhed merit. 

Many years are elapfed fince I applied my- 
felf to the ftudy of your learned language, 
but I well remember to have read in it with 
great delight the heroic poem of Alonzo, the 
edes of Gareilaflb, and the humorous ftories 
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of Cervantes : but I moft fincerely declare, 
that I never perufed a more elegant or polifhed 
compofition than the tranflation of Salluft, 
and I readily fubfcribe' to the opinion of the 
learned author in his preface, that the Spanilh 
language approaches very nearly to the dig- 
nity of the Latin. 

May the accomplifhed youth continue to 
deferve well of his country and mankind, and 
. ellablifli his claim to diftindlion above all the 
princes of; the age ! If I may be allowed to 
offer my fentiments, I would advife him to 
ftudy moft diligently the divine works of 
Cicero, which no man, in my opinion^ ever 
perufed without improving in eloquence and 
wifdom. The epiftle which he wrote to his 
brother Quintus, on tlie government of a pro- 
vince, deferves to be daily repeated by every 
fovereign in the world j his books on offices, 
on moral ends, and the Tufculan queftions, 
merit a hundred perufals; and his prations, 
nearly fixty in number, deferve to be tranf- 
lated into every European language ; nor do 
I fcruple to affirm, that his fixtecn books of 
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letters to Atticus, are fpperior to almoft all 
hiftories, that of Salluft excepted. With re- 
fpedt to your own compolitions, I have read 
with great attention, and will again read, 
your moft agreeable book. I am, informed 
that you propofe giving a Latin tranflation of 
itr and I hope you will do it for the benefit 
of foreigners. I fee nothing in it which re- 
quires alteration,— nothing which is not en- 
titled to praife. I much wifh that you would 
publifh more of your treatifes on the an- 
tiquities of Afia and Africa. I am confident 
they would be moft acceptable to fuch as ftudy 
thofe fubjedts. I have only for the prefent 
to conclude by bidding you farewell in my 
own name, and that of the republic, of letters. 
— Farewell. 

* Mr. JONES to G. S. MICHAELIS. • 

November 1774. 

I beg you will do me the juftice 

to believe that J have read your books with 

great attention. , I neither entirely admit, nor 

* Appendix, No. 28. 



232 
rejedl your opinion on the fables of the He-? 
brews ; but until the fubjedt be better known 
and explored, I am unwilling to depart from 
the received opinions concerning them. Your 
approbation of my Commentaries gives me 
fmcere pleafure. Nothing is more true than 
that I have renounced the Afiatic mufes and 
polite literature, and that for twenty years 
at leaft I have determined neither to write 
nor think about them. The Forum is my 
lot, and the Law engrofles all my attention. 
Be aflured, however, that I fhall ever retain 
my efleem both for yourfelf and your works. 
—Farewell. 

Mr. JONES to Lady SPENCER. 

Madam, Duke Street. 

I take the liberty to prefent 
your Ladyfliip with a copy of my poems, 
and cannot refrain from acquainting you 
with a plain truth, that the firft of them, 
called Solima, would never have been written, 
if I had never had the honour of knowing 
your Ladylhip. 
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I am juft come from Harrow, where It 
gave me inexprefEble happinefa to fee Lord 
Althorp perfectly well, extremely improved^ 
and defervediy beloved by all, as much as 
by his real friend, and 
Your Ladyfliip's 

Moft obedient and faithful fervant, 
William Jones, 

I.ady SPENCER to Mr. JONES. 

Sir, Althorp, Jan. 10, 1775. 

The continual hurry occafion- 
ed by having a houfe full of company, added 
to my riot having been quite well, has pre- 
vented my thanking you fooner for your 
letter ; you cannot doubt of my being much 
flattered, at your thinking you find any re- 
femblance between my charadter and that of 
Soljma, and ftill more at your telling the 
world you do : I fhall always look upon that 
poem, as a model you have fet up for my 
-imitation, and ihall only be forry I do not 
approach nearer to it, efpecially after you 
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have called upon me in fo public a manner, 
to improve myfelf In the ways of virtue and 
benevolence. I muft decline your fecondre- 
queft, of criticlfing, as I have neither time 
nor talents for fuch an office, nor do I think 
your works require It. w* 

I am delighted with your Invention of the 
Andrometer, and wifh every body would 
form one for themfelves ; It would be of 
infinite ufe to numbers of people, who, frorn 
indolence and diffipation, rather go back- 
wards than forwards in every ufeful attain- 
ment. 

I am, Sir, with great efteem. 

Your faithful friend and 
' '. humble fervant, 

; ' G. Spencer. 

* H. A. SCHULTENS to Mr. JONES. 

Amsterdam, Jan. 6, 1775. 

Although the inceflant and 

extraordinary occupations in which I am at 

this time engaged, do not allow me to think 

• Appendix, No. 29. ' • 
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even of writing to my friends, I cannot re- 
fufe a few lines to tlie moil learned Bjorn- 
ftahl, both for the purpofe of introducing 
him to you, and to fhew that I have not 
forgotten you. You will find our Philarabic 
Swede, a moft agreeable companion ; he has 
not only travelled ittuch, but is deeply verfed 
in Oriental , literature, of which he is very 
fond. I think I may venture to promife 
that the fociety of a perfon, who, loves what 
you 7?/// delight in, (for I will not with you 
fay, what you once delighted in) will be 
moft acceptable to you. ****** 

* Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKI. 

London, February 1775. 

Do not " fuppofe that I have 
forgotten you, becaufe I write to you fo 
feldom ; 1 have not met with any perfon to 
whom I could entruft my packet, and I have 
no inclination to rifk my familiar letters by 
the poft. I doubt if this will ever reach you, 
^nd I fear therefore to write to you on any 

* Appendix, No. 30, ( 
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fubjedt with my ufual freedom, as yeur laft 
letter of January, from Warfaw, was deliver- 
ed to me opened : it is probable that you will 
receive this in the fame manner. I am fo 
conftantly occupied with law and politics, 
that I have no leifure for literature. I have 
publiflied two books, and only want a fafe 
opportunity to fend them to you. Write to 
me, I befeech you, for your friendfhip is 
my greateft delight. How much I wifh that 
you were in England, or I in Germany, that 
we might live together 5 

After all, I could not think of accepting 
the Turkifh embafly. I will live in my own 
country, which cannot eafily fpare good fub-^ 
jeds : it is fearcely yet free from commo- 
tion.— Oh ! how I fhould rejoice if I could 
fee you here in a diplomatic charadter : I 
fhduld not then enVy the monarchs of Eu- 
rope or Afia. — Farewell again and again. 
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* C. REVICZKI to Mr. JONES, 

Jtf .you are fiilly fenfible of the 
very great regard I entertain for yOu, you, 
will then conceive how much pleafure I felt 
at the receipt of your highly valued letter. 
Inceflantly occupied, for a long time, I have 
been compelled to forego the pleafure of cor- 
reiponding with you, and I the more readily 
acknowledge your kindnefs in writing to me, 
when I could have no expe£tation of hearing 
from you. Though I think it more prudent 
not to fay any thing, the difclofure of which 
might be attended with unpleafant confe- 
quences, I impute the opening of my letter 
which you mention, rather to accident than 
defign. Your bufinefsas a lawyer muft ne- 
ceflarily engage your clofeft attention ; T can- 
not therefore alk you to write to me often, 
but thus much I wifli you to know, that I 
fhall foon have more leifure for correfpond- 
ing with you, as the late clpfe of the Diet, 
which lafted for two years (in my eftimatioii 
* Appendix, No. 31. 
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a century) has almoft left me at liberty. So 
' much for the affairs %f this part of the world. 
Of what is doing in your country, your let- 
ter gives me no information ; but I hear from 
other quarters, of the agitations amongft you' 
in confequence of the commotions in the co- 
lonies, which I confider worfe than a foreign 
war. For my own part, I • confefs to you 
that I am tired both of my fituation and my 
office, not fo much on account of their diffi- 
culty as their unpleafantnefs, and all the con- 
folation I feel arifes from the hope that my 
prefent troublefome occupation will not laft 
more than a year. 

I heartily wifh I were in London, and at 
liberty to fit ferioufly down to the compofi- 
tion of fome political work on the fubjed of 
our republic ; the tafk would be no lefs ufe- 
ful than agreeable, indeed I can conceive no- 
thing more pleafant than fuch an employ- 
ment. 

If, contrary to my expedtations, my wifh 
fhould be gratified, I hope to find you there, 
and to enjoy as formerly your fociety and 
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converfation. I am anxious to have your 
laft publication, (the fubjefl: of which you do 
not mention,) and doubt not that the perufal 
of it wiil afford me great pleafure. Farewell, 

and think of me always with affection. 

****** 

The preceding correfpondence proves the 
high degree of eftimation in which the learn- 
ing and abilities of Mr, Jones were holdea 
by the literati of Europe ; and we find that 
his reputation h^d extended into Afia. From 
the manner in which he mentions his renun- 
ciation of the embafly to Conftantinople, it is 
evident that his attention was ftrongly fixed 
upon the political ftate of his own country. 

The Andrometer, mentioned by Lady 
Spencer to have been invented by Mr. 
Jones, affords a flriking fpecimen of the 
extent of his views, in the acquifition of 
i-ntellediual excellence. It may be defined, 
A fcale of human attainments an4 enjoyment; 
he alTumes feventy years, as the limit of ex- 
ertion or enjoyment ; and with a view to 
progrefTive improvement, each year is appro- 
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priated to a particular ftudy or occupation* 
The ari-angement of what was to be learned, 
or pradifed, during this period, admits of a 
fourfold divifion. 

The firft," comprifing thirty years, is a£^ 
'figned to the acquifition of knowledge as 
preparatory to active occupation. 

The fecond, of twenty years, is dedicated 
principally to public and profeffional employ- 
ment. 

Of the third, which contains ten year's, the 
firft five are allotted to literary and fcientific 
compofition, and the remainder to the con- 
tinuation of former purfuits. 

The laft ten, conftituting the fourth divi- 
fion, which begins with the fixty-firft year, 
are devoted to the enjoyment of the fruits of 
his labours ; and the conclufion of the whole 
is fpecified to be 2i preparation for eternity. 

The Andrometer is to be confidered as a 
mere fketch, never intended for publication. 
In the conftru6lion of it, Mr. Jones probably 
had a view to thofe objefts, the attainment of 
which he then meditated. We are not to 
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Conclude, that the preparation for eternity, 
which ftands at the top of the fcale^ wa,s to 
be deferred until the feventieth year; it is 
rather to be eonfidered as the objed to which 
he was perpetually to look> during the.whole 
courfe of his life, and which was exdujively 
to' engrofs the attention of his latter years. 
He was too well convinced of the precarious 
tenure of human exiftence, to allow l;iimfelf 
to reft the momentous concern of his eternal 
welfare, on the fallacious expedition of a 
protradled life ; he knew moreover too well 
the power of habit, to admit a fuppofition, 
that it could be effectually refilled or changed 
at theclofe of life. Neither are we to fup- 
pofe, that moral and religious leffons which 
conftitute the occupation of the eighth year, 
were from that period to be difcontinued, , 
although they are not ,afterwards mentioned j 
but the meaning of Mr. Jones probably was, 
that they flaould be ferioully and regularly 
incujcated at an age, v/hen the intelledlual 
faculties had acquired ftrength and expanfion 
by. preceding exercifes. That the order of 
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arrangement in the Andrometer, could never 
be ftriilly adhered to in the application of our 
time, and cultivation of our talents (if it 
werq intended) is evident j but to thofe who 
from their lltuation are enabled to avail them- 
felves of the fuggeftions which it furnifhes, 
it will fupply ufeful hints for improvement, 
and ferve as a ftandard of cohiparifon for 
their progrefs. With refped: to Mr. Jones 
himfelf, if his own acquifitions in his thir- 
tieth year, when he conllruded the Andro- 
meter, be compared with it, they will be 
found to rife to a higher degree in the fcale. 
With thefe explanations, I prefent it to 
the reader ; reverfmg, for the fake of con- 
venience, the order of the fcale. 



243 



3 I 6 I .Q I 



ANDROMET^R. 
12 



10 



13 



20 



25 



30 



— Ideas received through the senses. 

— Speaking and pronunciation. 
Letters and speUing. 

— Ideas .retained in the msmofy. 

— Reading and repeating. 
Grammar of his own language. 

— jWemory exercised. 
■ Moral and religious lessons. 

— Natural history and Experiments. 

— Dancing, music, drawing, exercises. 

— History of his owii country. 

— Latin. 

— Greek. 

; — French and Italian. 

— Translations. 

— '■ Compomtions in verse and prose. 

— Rhetoric and declamation. 

— History and law. ' 

— Logic and mathematics. 

— Rhetoi'ical exercises. 

— Philosophy and politics. 

— Compositions in his own language. 

— Declamatbns continued. 

— Ancient orators studied. 

— Travel and conversation. 

— Speeches at the bar or in parliament. 

— Sl;ai!;!9 affairs. 

— Hiiltopcal studies continued. 

— Law and eloquence. 

— Public life. 

— Private and social virtue,';. 
Habits of eloquence iihprove<J, 

'— PhilaSQpby resumed at leisure. 
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■ Orations pablislied. 

■ Exertions in state and parliament 

■ Civil knowledge mature. 

- Eloquence perfect. 

■ National rights defended. 

- The learned protected, 

- The virtuous assisted. 

- Compositions published. 

■ Science'improved. 

- Parliamentary affairs, ~ 

- Laws enacted and supported, 

- Fine arts patronized. 
■Government of his farnily. 

- Education of his children.. 

- Vigilance as a magistrate. 

■ Firmness as a- patriot. 

- Virtue as a cidzen. 

- Historical Works. 

- Oratorical works. 

• Philosophical works. 

- Political works, 

- Matheriiatical works. 
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Continuation of former pursuits. 



■ Fruits of his labours enjoyed. 

- A glorious retirement. 

- An amiable family.' 

- Universal respect, 
-ConsciDUsnesj.of a vIrtuous.life- 



i 



-. Perfection of earthly happiness 
Preparation for eternity. • 
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"' 1 HAVE mentiotied that Mr. Jones was 
Called to the ba^" in 1774, but he declined 
pradtice; from this period however he feems 
to have been fully fenfible of the'neceffityof 
devoting himfelf exdufively to his legal ftu- 
dies. The ambition of obtaining diftindlion 
in his profeffion could not fail to animate a 
miiid always ardent in the purfuit of the ob- 
jects which it had in view, nor was he of a 
temper to be fatisfied with mediocrity, where 
perfedion was attainable. His refearches anc^ 
ftudies were not confined to any one branch 
of jurifprudence, but embraced the whole in 
its fulleft extent. He compared the dodtrines 
and principles of ancient legiflators with the 
later improvements in the fdenc-e of law ; he 
collated the various codes of the- different 
ftates' of Europe, and collefted profeflional 
knowledge wherever it was to be found. ■ If 
the reader recoUeds the enthufiafm difplayed 
by Mr. Jones in the profecution of his 
Oriental ftudies, the exterit knd depth of his 
attk'mments in the literature of Afia, and the 
high reputation which he had acquired from 
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them, he will readily applaud his refolution 
and perfeverance in renouncing his favourite 
purfuits. That he aded wifely, will be ad- 
mitted, but the facrifice of inclination to 
duty, ajBbrds an example of too great ufe and 
importance to pafs without particular ob- 
fervation. 

In 1775, for the firft time, he attended 
the fpring circuit and feflions at Oxford, but 
whether as a fpe6lator, or adtor, on that oc- 
cafion, I am not informed. In the follow- 
ing year, he was regular in his attendance at 
Weftminfter^Hall. 

The only part of his correfpondence of 
this year which I poflefs, is a letter to his 
friend Schultens, and I infert it as a memO' 
rial of an incident in his life, 

*Mr. JONES to H. A. SCHULTENS. 

Veceviber, 1176. 

Behold me now no longer a 
free man; me, who ever confidered perfed 
libei ty fuperior to «very thing ! Under the / 

* Appendix, No, 32. 
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imptcffion of the mod eager defire to fee 
you, I promifed to vifitAiiifterdain this year, 
but I am detained in London by various and 
important occupations. The fadl is, that I 
am appointed one of the fixty commiffioners 
of bankrupts. It is an office of great ufe, 
but little emolument; it confines me how- 
ever to London during the greateft part of 
the year. Add to this, my neceflary ftudies, 
my pradtice at the bar, and the duty of giv- 
ing opinions on legal cafes fubmitted by 
clients. However, I read the Grecian ora- 
tors again and again, and have tranflated into 
Englifh the moft ufeful orations of Ifaeus. 
How go on Meidani and Hariri ? Continue, 
I befeech you, your labours upon them, with 
due regard however to your health, i; iJv. 

Notwithftanding the increafing application 
of Mr. Jones to the duties and ftudies of his 
profeffion, and his attention to political tranf- 
a>!tions, the philofophical difcoveries of the 
times. did not efcape his obfervation. The 
hopes and fears of the nation were at this 
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period arixioufly engaged in the event of the 
unfortunate conteft, which had taken place 
between the mother country and her eoloniies, 
and whilft the juftice of the war, and the 
expe(Sa:tion of a fuccefsful conclufion of it, 
v/ere maintained by one party, by^ another 
their fentiments were oppofed, and their 
meafures arraigned and condemned. But it 
is no part of my plan to invade the province 
of the hiftorian by difcufling the queftions of 
thofe times. Thefe curfory remarks are 
chiefly introduced as preliminary to the in- 
fertion of two letters from Mr. Jones to Lord 
Althorp, with whom he continued to culti- 
vate that friendfhip which had fo naturally 
been formed between the tutor and the pupil. 
1 add alfo a Ihort letter to Schultens, in an- 
fwer to one which Mr. Jones had received 
from him, requefting him to aflift by his-o'wn 
cpntributions a new publication, then on foot 
in Holland, and complaining of his finance's 
in a flyle calculated to confolejiis friend .for 
renouncing the haunts of the' Mufes, for the 
thorny but more productive field of the law. 
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Mr. JONES t0 Lord ALTHORP. r ^ 

Teniple, Nov. 13, 
As I have a few minutes of 
leifure- this evening, can I employ them bet- 
ter than in writing to rtiy friend ? I haften, 
my dear Lord, to impart tp you the pleafure 
I received to-day, from feeing a feries of 
experiments exhibited by Mr. Walfh on the 
American eel, by which he clearly proved 
that the animal has a fenfation wholly dif- 
tin^ from any of the five fenfes. When he 
announced the propofition to be demon--' 
lirated, I thought it might poffibly be true, 
but ;could not conceive how a new fenfe 
could be made perceptible to any fenfe of 
mine, as I imagined it would be like talking, 
to a deaf man of harmonic founds, or to 
one who had no palate, of ne(5tarines and 
pine-apples ; but he produced the fuUeft con- 
viftion in me, that his ppiition was in a de-- 
gree juft. His firft experiment was by fixing 
four wires, about two inches, in the water 
where the fifh was fwimming, one in each 
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quarter of the elliptical trough ; each of thefc 
wires communicated with a large glafs of 
water pkced on a table at a little diftance, 
though the diftance fignified nothings for the 
experiment, had the wires been long enough, 
might have been conduced in another room; 
whiJe the four glafles remained feparate, the 
gymnotus (for that is his technical name) was 
perfectly infenfible of the wires, but in the 
very inftant when a communication was 
made by an inftrument between any two of 
the glafles, he feemed to ftart, and fwara 
difedly to the wires which were thus joined, 
paying no attention to the others, till a junc- 
tion was made between them alfo. This 
could not be fight, becaufe he did not fee the 
wires while they were infulated, though they 
were equally confpicuous ; it could not be 
feeling (at leaft not like our feeling) becaufe 
the water was not in the leaft agitated ; ftill 
lefs could it be hearing, and leaft of all fmell, 
or tafte. It was therefore a diftindl electrical 
fenfe of feeling, or power of conceiving any 
ftronger condudlor than the water around 
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Hm, for which reafon he did not perceive 
the wires till their jundlion, becaufe they 
were at the extremities of the tut, and 
fo little in the water, that they were iefe 
powerful conductors. Several other experi- 
ments were exhibited with equal fuccefs j one 
of them only I will mention .- A triangular 
rnftrument of brafs was held over the tub, 
and one of the legs placed gently in the 
water, to which the fifh was wholly inatten- 
tive, though he fwam clofe to it; but when 
the other leg was immerfed to complete the 
circulation, he inftantly ftarted. It is by 
this faculty that the wonderful animal has 
notice of his prey, and of his enemies. 
Thefe are pleafant amufements, and bbje^S" 
of a juft cujriofity when they fall occalionally 
in our way; but fuch experiments might 
have been exhibited at Paris, Madrid, or 
Peterfburgh, where the philofophers, who are 
difcQvering new fenfes in other animals, are 
iM)t permitted to ufe their own freely ; and 
believe mc, my dear Lord, it is not by elec- 
trical experiments, nor by triangular inftru- 
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ments; not by .conductors of wire;, that we 
ifeall be -able to avert the black ftorm which" 
hangs over us. Let you and me, therefore, 
be phiiofophers now and then, but citizens 
always j let us fometimes obferve with eager- 
nefs the fateliites of Jupiter, but let us incef- 
fantly watch- with jealoufy the fateliites of 
the Ring. Do you hear any certain intelli- 
gence concerning America? > Mr. Owen 
Cambridge has juft informed me, that a New 
York Gazette is brought over, in which the 
late uncertain accounts are confirmed in their 
full extent, with this important addition, that 
three counties of Maryland have offered not 
only fubmiffion, but affiftance to General 
Hbwe. This may, or may not be true- 
Farewell. '■jO : • ,/ ■ 

Mri -JONES to Lord AL THORP. 

'■ • orl7,' , ■ ' ' jd* i.ivt: Nov^nffer22.'. 

: :ii ,-;U I rejoice; my dear friend, that 
you Have acquired that ingenuou's diftfufti," 
which Epicharmus calls ajjnew ofwifdom. It * 
is certain that doubt impels us- to ' enquire,* 
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a.nd enquiry (rften ends la^ convI<^pn. , You 
will be able when you come to London, to 
examine with the minuteft fcrupulqfity^ as 
Johnfon rwould call it, the properties of that 
iing^li^r animal, who is in the rivers of Squth 
America^ what Jupi ter , was feignied ^ to be 
among the • gods, a darter of lightnings and 
ihould- be named aVpasnjipcpo?, instead of gym- 
notus. He certainly has (if an academic 
imay venture to affirm any thing) a mode of 
perception peculiar to himfelf; but whether 
that perception can properly be called a new 
fenjey I leave you to determine : it is a modi- 
fication indeed of feeling, but are not all our 
fenfes fo ? I defire however, that in this and 
in every thing, you will forn^ ypur owa 
judgment. As to the -aKKiyUn^la. of our noble 
Conftitution, which has happily prefented it- 
felf to your imagination, the very idea fixes 
me with rapture. No, my dear Lord, never 
believe that any thing, is impoffible to virtue; 
no,, if ten fuch as you conceive fuch fenti- 
ments as your letter contains, and exprefs 
them as forcibly, if you retain thefe fenti- 
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ments, as yo« certainly will, when you take 
your place" itt parliament, Iwill not defpair 
of feeing the moft glorious of fights, a nation 
freely governed by its own latvs. This I pro- 
mife, that, if fuch a decemvirate fhould ever 
attempt to reftore our conftitutional liberty 
by conftitutional means, I would exert in 
their caufe, fuch talents as I have, and, even 
if I were opprefled with ficknefs, and tora 
with pain, would ftart from my couch, and 
exclaim with Trebonius, " If you mean to 
" zSi worthily, O Romans \ I am well." 
The Ipeech, you find, was compofed and 
delivered without my news about Maryland, 

it is Xoyof p-ciXx [JiiyocpyjKOi xai rp«TiWTJxor, and 

breathes a deliberate firmnefs. Lord Chijt- 
ham fpoke with a noble vigour for a veteran 
orator, and your bifhop pronounced an ele- 
gant harangue : I wifh Lord Granby had 
more courage as a public fpeaker ; all men 
fpeak highly of him, but he will never he 
eloquent, till he is lefs modeft. Charles Fox 
poured forth with amazing rapidity a conti- 
* Too despotic and military. 
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niied inveftlve againft Lord G. Germaine, 
and Burke was fo pathetic, that many declare 
they faw him fti^d tears. The minifters in 
both houfes were fuUen and referved, but 
Lord Sandwich boldly contradi£led the Duke 
of Richmond on the ftate of the navy. I 
grieve that our fenate is dwindled into a 
fchool of rhetoric, where men rife to dif|)lay 
their abilities rather than to deliberate, and 
wi(h to be admired without hoping to con* 
vince. Adieil, my dear Lord ; I fteal thefe 
few moments from a dry legal inveftigation ; 
but I could not defer the pleafure of anfwer- 
ing a letter, which gave me inexf jreflible ' 
delight. 

* H. A. SCHULTENS to Mr. JONES. 

3:faj/ 1777. 
I know not how to exprefs 
3iy delight at the receipt of your fhqrt, but 
very friendly and obliging letter. I take 
ihame to myfelf at having fo long delayed 
the acknowledgement of it, and you might 
* AppendiXj No. 33. 



indeed juflly ci^nfure me, for an apparent 
forgetfulnefs of your kindnefs towards me. 
This would indeed be a mpllE ferious accuia- 
tlon, which I cannot in any degree admit ; 
I wifh I could as Jaiirly exculpate myfelf from 
the chaj;ge; of negligence. You have now, 
my frieild, my confeffipn, but you will par- 
don me in confideratlon of my promife. to be 
more attentive in future. I may indeed, plead 
occupations fo inceflant, that they fcarcely 
allow me time to breathe, and have often 
compelled me to defer .writing to you, when 
I moft ferioufly intended it; you will the 
more readily admit, this apology, when I tell 
you, that for five months I have nev.er once 
thought of Meidani. 

I have now a little refpite, and mean fobn 
to refume my work, which has been fo long 
interrupted ; the fingular kindnefs of the 
fuperintendants of the library at Leyden, by 
permitting me to take home for, my ufe, and 
retain as long as I pleafe, not only the manu- 
fcript.of Meidani, but any others which I 
may want, will much dimijiifh the weight* of 
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ihy labour. With this atffiftancei I Aialt pro-" 
feeed as faft as my, other employments allow 
to copy the manufcript; finifh the indexes 
(which are abfolutely heeeflary to, fuph a 
work), and add ^hatevec is wanted to f^n:- 
der it as elegant and complete as pqffijjrle ; — 
i]C gradually advances. I mpft heartily wifli 
It were in toy power' to beftow upon this fa- 
vourite ©ccupationj thofe, hours which 1 am 
obliged mcift reludantly to-give to my various 
public and private le£tures ; but I forefee that 
it will ftill require three or four years of hard 
labour to eolled^ fuch an ample flock of ma- 
terials, as will enable me to deliver, my lec- 
tures fluently without much previous ftudyj 
or ** to fhake them out of a bag," as the 
jphrafe is. In the mean time, Hariri lies un- 
touched, the Arabic poets are negleded j and 
the foft and elegant literature of Perfra, which 
above all I fincerely regret, remains unex- 
plored; fuch howeyer is the ardour with 
which yon have infpired nae,- that Ijun de-^ 
termined, if I efijpy Ijfe'aad healthy at all 
hazards, and at the rilk of iingulaxity, to 

JAfe—V. I. S 
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devote myfclf to the acquifitiom of It. I 
alrnoft however defpair of 'publifhing Ha- 
riri. I had determined to give the text brlly 
frotn th6 bell procurable manufcripts, annex- 
ing to it the tranflation of my grandfather, 
which is complete. This I ihould be able to 
accbmplifli with little facrifice of time ; and 
without negle<Sing other bufinefs, I could 
give the public an ufeful work. But there 
are fome, to whofe judgment as well as in- 
clination I owe much deference, who difap- 
prove of this plan, and advife me not to 
publifh the work, without extracts from 
Tebrizi and other grammarians, nor even 
without my own annotations. Though I do 
not agree with them^ I^ mull fubmit to their 
authority, atthe"neceffity of protra6Hng the 
publication, till I can give it as they wifh. 

Scheidius has lately publiihed the firft 
part of Jaohari's Lexicon, confifting of 
about two hundred pages. He calculates 
that the whole work -vvill not be comprifed 
in lefs than ten VoluM€s, of a thoiifand pages 
eich, Opinions about it are various. He 



Iiimfel'f forefees fo llttls impediment in Cdm- 
pleting this iramenfe tindertaking, tliat lie 
even talks of publifhing Phiruzbadi, &c. ; 
but others confider the obftacles fO infuper- 
^ble, that they think it never will be finifhed, 
unlefs it fhould rain gold upon him.^' This 
is all reJattrng to the Araibic that is now going 
on amongft us, exceprihg a gtoflaf y to Ha- 
riri, Arab Shah, and the Coran, \«;hich Mr. 
Wilffiot, a young, but learned thdolbgian has 
undertaken. It will be very ufeful to be- 
ginners, who from the difficulty and expenfe 
of procuring Golius, are deterred from the 
ftudy of the language. Latin and Greek li- 
terature receive more eneouragement here.; 
This neither excites my envy nor furprife ; 
but 1 fhould be ftill more reconciled to it^ if 
fome fmall part of this patronage were to 
dyerflow upon the Orientalifts. Ruiinkenius 
is at work upoii Velleius Paterculus, Burman 
on Propertius, , Wyttenbach on Plutarch, 
Toliius upon the Homeric Lexicon of ApoU 
ktnius, an edition of which has been pub- 
lifhed by Villoifon in Frattce. The epiftles 

s z 
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of Phalarisj refpefUng ■ the author qf whicL 
your countrymen, Boyle and Bentley, had 
fuch a controverfy, will foon be publifhed. 
Have you feen the very elegant Eflay of 
Ruhnkenlus on the Life and. Writings of 
Longinus? Many copies have been fent to 
England ;-:— if you wifh to have one, I will 
take an opportunity of procuring it for you. 
In the cpurfe of a few weeks, a critical mif- 
eellany- , will appear, and it is intended to 
publilh two or three numbers of it annually. 
This publication has a double view ; to no- 
tice the beft new books on every fubjed 
which relate to learned antiquity, and to in- 
troduce occafionally new and unpublifhed, 
compofitions. The authors are unknown, 
or, rather, wifh to be fo ; for fome of them 
will certainly be difcovered by their fuperior 
erudition, and uncommon elegance of ftyle. 
I am fufficiently acquainted with them, to 
affirm confidently that the work will pleafe 
you. With fome of the perfons concerned 
in it, I am intimately connected, and they 
have requefted me to recommend to them 
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fome London bookfeller, to whom a few co- 
pies may be fent for fale. For this purpofe 
I have thought of Elmfley, who will pro- 
bably have no objedion to try the fuccefs of 
the work in England, by taking twenty Oir 
even fewer copies. I wiih however in the 
firft place ' to mention the'bufmefs to you, 
that Elmfley, or fome other by your intereft, 
may be the more readily induced to under- 
take it. There is alfo another favour of 
more importance, which my friends, through 
my agency, anxioufly hope to obtain from 
you; the circumftance is this: upon their 
exprefling a wifh that their miftelfany fhould 
contain extracts from Oriental authors, par- 
ticul^ly Perfic and Arabic, I recommended 
to them, as there are but few works of thiis 
nature, and ftill fewer worthy of notice, that 
they fhould leave a fpace for fliort diflerta- 
tions, under the heads of trads, or effaya, of 
any other title, by which they may be com- 
municated, as a means of promoting thcfe ^ 
ftudies. I promifed, for my own part, to 
contribute fome biographical memoirs from 
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Eben Chali Khin, if they ihould have nor- 
thing better to infejt. They approved my 
advice, and earneftly entreated me to prevail 
upon you to furnilh them with fbme eflays 
.of this kind ; adding, that they would prov^ 
Xhe gjreateft ornament and recommend^ti99 
of this part of the worki and that if I xe^Uy 
enjoyed your iriendfliip, which I was perr 
petugJiy aflerting, I could not fail of ^jbta^n- 
•iug this favour from you. You fee, my 
friend, to what I have been led, by boaftijig 
of your regard for me, I have yielded th? 
more readily to their fojiqitations^ - in the 
hopes of retrieving by it, in foriie degree, 
the heavy lofs which we fuftained in you. I 
therefore moft learneftly entreat and befeech 
y-ou, by your ancient love of the Oriental 
mufes, who fo feelingly and fondly regret 
you, not to omit any convenient oppor-tunlty 
of gratifying our wiflies. Examine your 
Ihelves J— you will find many things ready, 
and XuflSciently perfed: for publication, What- 
ever you fend, will be moft acceptable, and 
it ih^U appear iii our mifcellany with or with-, 
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out your name, as you may thiak proper. 
If you have apy thing In Engliih, and want 
time to turn it into Latin, I will readily un- 
dertake the tranflatlpn of it, apd fubmit it tp 
the ex;arnination of others who are better 
fcholars than myfelf, that you? reputation 
may fuffer no impeachment from it. Nothing 
fhall be added) omitted, or changed j but it 
fhall appear exa£kly as you fend JJt; to this 
if you think it neeeffary, I i^KiU pledge my 
wprd. I hope it will not be inconvenient to 
you to favour me with an early reply to ^\% 
letter, and I rely upon your obliging acqul' 
escence in our reqi^eft. 

I QQ^gratijlate you uppn your new pfiice, 
as an introduction to fomething more ho., 
nourable and lucrative ; and as to the lof§ 
of ypur liberty, I regret it rather on my ac-> 
count, than on yours. No one, not even at^ 
^IngUfliman, can object to fervice foy the 
public good, which is the juft recompaice of 
virtue and merit. Tq me, however, your 
confinement is grievous ; for, if I was dif- 
appointed in the expeftation of feeing you, 
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when ^ you"^ were your 6-w^ri mafter, I cafi 
fcarcely how indulge a diftant hope of that 
pleafure. Do not howeyer leave me in 
de^air ; you have fifty-nine aflbciates ; fom^ 
interval of leifur^ "^may occur, and if it 
ihould,,do not negledt it^ but run over and 
make us happy by the enjoyment of your 
(Company- and converfation. It is not from 
want of inclination that ' I dv not pay you 
ianother vifit ; the recollbCtion of the pleafure 
I had in your fbciety, is fo ftrongly impi'efled 
Upon me, 'that I hav? ribthlng more' arixi-r 
pufly at heart, than to fly oyer to you- with 
Jill fpeed, that I may again enjoy it. Neithet 
is it want of time, that detains me j for my 
office, which exclufively occupies me for 
nine months, leaves me at liberty the re- 
maining three. What is it then ? I will tell 
you the truth,' nor blufh to reveal to my 
friend, f* that, when my purfe is heavier, I 
*' fliall find the journey to you lighter*.'' 
The' foil of Oriental literature in Holland, 



* An Arabic proverb, adapted to the situation of the 
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writer. 



^65 

as elfewhere, is barren ; it produces only the: 
mere conveniences of life, but no fuperflui- 
ties whatever. I miift therefore defer ail 
hojie of accompiiftling a journey 'to England, 
^ithput fome unexpecl:ed improvement df 
my circumftarices. "I "fhaH" however bear my 
lot, whatever it m^y be, with patience. 
Haying nientioned this fubje6l to you,' I 
will add fomething^ in which you may elTen- 
tially fervfe me. With a view to improving 
my fortune, and pirocuring that affluence, 
■^hich, -though ' it may be difpenfed with^ 
is rhoft acceptable to thofe who polfefs it, I 
have determined to undertake the charge of 
a pupil, to i-eceive him into my houfe, and 
fuperintend his morals and education. I am 
particularly anxious, however, that he fhould 
be of your country, not only becaufe the 
fyftem of private education is little known or 
followed here, but becaufe it would be more 
agreeable to me to part with my liberty to an 
Englifliman, (you fee how openly I fpeak,) 
from whom I might expe£t a more fubftan-i 
tial recompence. My paper will hot allow 
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nie t;o fay much more. Oblige mc with, ? 
few lines in reply; I ^m certain you wjjl 
willingly aflifl me. as ,far, as you can, ^nd yoy 
may depenfJ upon the, ftricleft attentjo^ or 
my part, to any requeft from you whicji' J 
can polEbly execute. My wife fends her beft 
compliments to your excellent mother and 
iifter. Farewell, my dear Joqesj and con^ 
tinue to honour me witji your efteem. 

^ H. A. ScHULTENSf 

****** 
At ^n interval of more than twenty-f^vp 
fe^Ts from the date of this letter, I canppt 
tut acknowledge a difpofition to fympathiz^ 
with the feelings of the learned w?-iter, and 
participate the regret which he expreffes, at 
the deprivation of the fociety of his friend, 
from his want of means to defray thp ex- 
pence of a journey to England. At this pe- 
npd, 3chultens enjoyed an extenfive repu- 
tation, and was perhaps the objeQ: of envy 
to many, who, without any claim to diftinq- 
tion, poflefled that opulence, which, with 
all his in4efati|;able labours in cultivating and 
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prpmoting llteratiire, he bad not been able t^ 
prppure. WefecJ the more for him, beea^fg 
his eoHiplaints, ,(if the confidential commu^ 
nication of his ^irc^mftances authorize the 
expreflion,) are neither deficient in dignity, 
nor refignation. Jji truth, the $raQ; of lite- 
rature which he had chjafoi to cultivate, was 
more calculated to produce a harveft of cele- 
brity than pTfOfit, 

* Mr. JONES to H. A. SCHULTENS. 

July 1777. 
I fhould have great pleafure 
In complying with your kind and friendly 
requeft, by furnifhing my contribution to 
the new work which is foon to appear 
amongft you, and would exert myfelf for 
this purpofe, but the abfolute want of leifure 
makes it impoffible. My law employments, 
attendance in the courts, incefTant ftudies, 
the arrangement of pleadings, trials of caufes, 
and opinions to clients, fcarcely allow me a 
few moments for eating and fleeping. I 
thank you fincerely for your very entertain* 
* Appendix, No. 34'. 
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ing account of your own occupations, and of 
wliat is going on in your country. If I 
Should hear of any wealthy Englifh gentle- 
man, who wiflies to fend his fon as a pupil 
taHd'knd, to ftudy literature, you may rely 
upon my recommendation of your merits, 
as well as upon my affiftance on all occafibns. 
I muft however at the fame time tell you, 
that an opportunity of this nature is very 
uncertain. 

■ Mr. JONES to Lord ALTHORP. 

My DEAR LORD, Bath, Dec. ^8^ 1777. 

I told you, when .1 had the 
pleafure of feeing you in London, tliat it 
was doubtful whether I fhould pafs my vaca- 
tion- at Amflerdam or at Bath ; the naiads of 
the hot fprings have prevailed, you fee, over 
the nymphs of the lakes, and I have been 
drinking the waters for a month, with no 
lefs pleafure than advantage to my health-; 
the improvement of which I afcribe, how- 
ever, in great meafure, to my regular exer- 
cife on the downs, and to abllinence from, 
any ftudy that requires too much exertion of 
the mind. I Ihould have fcated indeed ia 
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HpUand from town to town, and a Iktie 
voyage would have diflipated mybile, if I 
had any: but that fcheme I muft poftpone 
till another winter, and .have fent an excufc 
to my Dutch friend who expedited me. 

As I came hither entirely for the purpofe 
of recreating, my exhaufted fpirits and 
ftrengthening my ftomach, I have abftained 
with fome relu£tance from dancing, an 
amufement which I am as fond of as ever, 
but which would be too heating- for a water- 
drinker ; and as for the idler diverfions of a 
public place, they have not the recommend- 
ation of novelty, without which they cannot 
long pleafe. You, my dear friend, are in 
the mean time relaxing yourfelf, from the 
feverer purfuits of fcience and civil know- 
ledge, with the healthy and manly exercife 
of the field, from which you will return 
with a keener appetite to the noble feaft 
which the Mufes are again preparing for 
you at Cambridge. And here, by way of 
parenthefis, I muft tell you that I joined a 
fmall party of hujQters the other mernlng. 
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jtnd Was In at the death of a hare ; but I 
ftiuft coftfefs, ' that I think hire-hunting a 
very dull exefcife, and fit rather for a hun- 
ffefs than a mighty hunter, rather for Diana 
llian Orion. Had I the tafte and vigour of 
AcStason, without his indifcreet curiofity, my 
game would be the ftag or the fox, and I 
fhould leave the hare in peace, without fend- 
ing her to her many friends. This hereby of 
mine may arife from my fondnefs for every 
thing vaft, and my difdain for every thing- 
little, and for the fame reafon I fhould prefer 
the more violent fport of the Afiatics, who 
inclofe a whole diftridt with toils, and then 
attack the tigers and leopards with javelins, 
to the found of bufripets and clarions. Of 
mufic, I conclude, you have as much at AI- 
thorp, as your heart can defire ; I might here 
have more thaa my ears could bear, or my 
mind conceive, for we have with us La 
Motte, Fifcher, Rauzzini; but as I live in 
the houfe of my old mafter, Evans, whonS 
you remember, I am fatisfied with hiis harp, 
which 1 prefer to the Theban jyre, as much 
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as 1 ptefet Wales to ancient 6t itiodeta 

Egypt. ■' 

I was this mommg with Wilkes, Who 
fhewed tne a. letter iately writteh to him from 
Paris, by Diderot ; as I hdve you know a 
quick memory, I brought dway the fubftance 
of it, and give it to you in a tranflafion al- 
moft literal : — " Friend Wilkes, it 4digfats 
** me to hear that you ftill have fufficient 
** employment for your a<5ive mind, withdut 
*• which you cannot long be happy. I have 
** juft read the feveVal fpeeches which you 
♦* have delivered on the fubjefit of your pre- 
** fent War againft the prgvincials ; they are 
*' full of eloquence, force, and dignity. I 
*' too have compofed a fp^ech on the C^me 
" fubjed, which I would deliver in your fe- 
** nate, had I a feat in it. I will wave for 
** the prefent, my countrymen, all cprifider- 
** ation of the juftice or injuftice of the mea- 
** fures you are purfuing ; I well know that 
" to be an improper topic at the time when - 
** the public welfare is immediiately concerned. 
** I will not eveft queftioh at prefent your 
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" power toredvice an exafperated and defpe-* 
** rate people ; but confider, I entreat you^ 
*' that you are furrounded by , nations by 
" whom . you are detefted j and fay, for 
•'Heaven's fake, how long you will give 
** them reafon to lau.gh at the ridiculous 
*'^ figure you are making. This is my ha- 
" rangue ;. it is fhort in words, but extenlive 
" in meaning." — So far, my dear Lord, we 
Iiave no reafon to cenfure the thoughts or ex- 
preffions of the learned Encyclopedia ; what 
follows is fo profligate, that I would not 
tranfcribe it, if I were not fure, that you 
would join with me in condemning it. " As 
*' to yourfelf, (he adds,) be cheerfi^l, drink 
*' the be'ft wines, keep the gayeft company, 
** and fhould you be inclined to a tender 
*' paffion, addrefs yourfelf to fuch women as' 
*' make the leaft refiftance ; they ate as' 
*' amufing and as Intenefting as others.- One' 
*' tives with them without anxiety, and qiiits 
" them without regret." — I want tvordsj Dif 
derot, to exprefs the bafenef&, the folly, the 
brutality of this fentimemt. I a«i no cynic^ 
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but as fond a§ any man at Paris of cheerful 
company, and of fuch pleafufes as a man of 
Virtue need not blufh to enjoy; but if the 
philbfbphy of the Firfeneh academicians be 
comprifed in your advice to your friend 
Wilkes, keep it to yourfelf, arid' to fuch as 
you. I am of a different fedt. He con- 
cludes his letter with fome proftffioris of re=- 
gard, and with a rfecommeridation' of a young 
Frenchman, who told Wilkes fome fpeeches 
of l!)iderotj to the Eriiprefs of Ruffia, which 
you fhall hear at fome other timci I am in- 
terrupted, and muft leave you with reluc- 
tance till the mof hing. 

* * * ' •* * * - \ 

An apology, I truft, will not be thought 
neceffairy for introducing that paflage in Di- 
derot'^s letter, which Mr. Jones reprobates in 
terms of afperity and indignation fuitable to 
the reditude of his own mind. His reiiiafks 
upon it will ferve to explain, if it bp at all 
neceflary, certain expreffions in his letters, 
•which may be thought to border upon a 
levity, that never entered into the compor. 

Life—Y. l^ T 
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fition of his eharadler. His mind was never 
tainted with vice, nor was the morality of 
his condu£t ever impeached. He valued the 
pleafures of fociety, and enjoyed them; as 
long as they were innopent, whilft he, de- 
tefted the principles and practice of the de- 
bauehee and fenfualift, and, like his favourk? 
Hafez, could amufe his leifure hours with 
poetical compofitipns in praife of love or 
beauty, without facrificing his health, his 
time, or his virtue. : His cenfure of. Diderot 
is equally a proof of his own abhorrence of 
vice, and of his anxiety to imprefs it ftrongly 
on the mind of his friend and late pupil *. 

* Of Diderot, thus casually introduced to the notice 
of the reader, it may not be irrelevant to give a short 
account. His works I have never read, nor, from the 
character of th-e.man, have any wish to jjeruse them. 
Diderot (I take my information from, the Abbe Barruel) 
was dne of the gang of conspirators against the Christian 
Religion. He not only professed Atheism, but made a 
boast of it, and inculcated it in ■ his writings. He was 
invited to Russia, by 'the Empress Catharine, who at first 
admff ed "his genius,- but soon found suiEc'ient reason in 
liis conduct and principles to send him back to France. 

There were moments in which this professed friend 
and admireir of Voltaire, notwitlistanding his avowed 
injfaety., seems ta have*,beeii.;compcll£d by the force of 
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In 1778, Mi'. Jones publlflied a tranflation 
of the fpceches of Ifaus, in caufes concern- 
ing the law of fucceffion to property at 
Athens, with a prefatory difcourfe, notes 
cfitical and hiftorical, and a commentary. 

The works of Ifasus had long been negledt- 
ed ; the fubjedt of them was dry, and his 
technical language, as Mr. Jones obferves, 
-was unintelligible to the herd of gramma- 
rians and philologers, by whom the old. mo- 
numents of Grecian learning were faved 

truth to pay homage to the New Testament. An ac- 
quaintance found him one day explaining a chapter of, it 
to his daughter, with all the apparent seriousness atid 
energy of a believer. On expressing his- surprise, Dide-* 
rot replied, " I understand your meaning ; bet after allj 
" where is it possible to find better lessons for her ih- 
" struction?" The devils believe, and tremble. 

At the close of a life <^f profligacy and impiety, con- 
sistent with the sentiments expressed, in his letter to 
"Wilkes, Diderot shewed some signs df contrition, and 
even went so far as to declare an intention of publicly 
recanting his errors. But the barbarity of his philosophic 
friends interfered to- prevent it^ and they resolved as far 
as they, (i-ould, that he should die without repentance. 
Under the pretence that a cliange of air would promote 
his restoration to health, they secretly removed him into 
the country, and never left him until he expired, ia- 
July 17 8i. 

T 2 
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from deflruftion. To refcue them from ob- 
fcurity, and to prefent them to the ftudent of 
cur Englifh laws in his native language, was 
a.tafk which required the united qualifica- 
tions of claffical erudition and legal know- 
ledge, and which he difcharged with equal 
pleafure and fuccefs. 

" There is no branch of learning, from 
'* which a ftudent of the law may receive 
" a more rational pleafure, or which feents 
" more likely to prevent his being difgufted 
" with the dry elements of a very compli- 
" cated fcience, than the hlftory of the rules 
" and ordinances by which nations, eminent 
*' for wifdom, and illuftrious in arts, have 
*' regulated their civil polity : nor is this the 
" only fruit that he may expect to reap from 
*' a general knowledge of foreign laws, both 
" ancient and modern ; for whilft he indulges 
" the liberal curiofity of a fcholar in examin- 
" ing the cuftoms and inftitutions of men, 
" whofe works have yielded him the higheft 
" delight, and whofe aftions have raifed Jiis 
** admiration, he will feel the^ fatisfadioh of 
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" a patriot, in obfervlng the preference due 
" in moft inftahces to the laws of his own 
" country above thofe of all other ftates ; or, 
*' if his juft profpefts in life give him hopes 
*' of becoming a legiflator, he may colledl 
** many ufeful hintSj for the improvement 
" even of that fabric, which his anceftors have 
" eredted with infinite exertions of virtue and 
" genius, but which, like all human fyftems^ 
" will ever advance nearer to perfe£tion, and 
" ever fall fhort of it." 

I quote the preceding obfervatidns from 
his prefatory difcourfe, which is written with 
uncommon elegance, and particularly intereft- 
ing, not only from the information which 
it contains refpe£ting the author whofe works 
he illuftrated, but for its critical remarks on 
the comparative merits of the Grecian ora- 
tors,' and for his differtation on the Attic 
laws of fucceffic^n, and the forms df pleading 
in the' Athenian courts, It was no fmall 
credit to Mr. Jones to have fuccefsfuUy ac- 
complifhed' what Sir Mathew Hale, ",,to 
'f whofe learning and diligence the prefenfe;^ 
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" ag£ is no lefs indebted, than his contempo* 
" raries were tp. his wifdom and virtue," 
had unfuecelsfully attempted. 

The works of Ifs^us are dedicated to Earf 
^athurft ; and Mr. Jones takes occafion in 
the epiftle dedicatory to inform the public, 
that, ahhough he had received niany fign^l 
marks of friendfhip from a number of iljuf- 
trious perfons, Lord Bathufft had been his 
greateft, his only bgnefa£tor; th^t, without 
any folicitation, or even requeft on his part, 
his Lordfhip gave him a fubftantial and per- 
manent token of regard, rendered ftill more 
valuable by the obliging manner of giving it, 
and literally the fole fruit which he had ga- 
thered from an inceiTant courfe of very paii^- 
ful labour. He adds his farther acknow-? 
ledgem^ents for the more extended intentions 
of his Lordfhip, although he had not theq 
derived any benefit from them. 

This was the only publication of Mr. 
Jones, in 1778; which, however it might 
tend to increafe his reputation, did not perr 
haps much advance his profeffional fuccefs. 
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He had 'however every reafon to be fatlsfied 
with the prc^portion of bufinefs that fell to 
his fhare, 'durihg the circuits which he re- 
gularly attended. 

Mr. Jones had tranfmitted a copy of his 
trariflation to Edmund Burke ; and the fol- 
lowing letter contains his acknowledgement 
of the favour. The opinion of a great orator 
on any /ubjedt connecfled with that of his 
cofiftant meditations, will not ^be read with- 
out intereft. 

MY DEAR SIR, 'March 12, 1779. 

I give you many thanks for 
your moft obliging and valuable prefent, and 
feel myfelf extremely honoured by this mark 
of your friendfhip. My firft leifure will be 
employed iri an attentive perufal of an author, 
who had merit enough to fill up a part of 
yours, and whom you have made acceffible 
to me with an eafe and advantage, which one 
fo many years difufed to Greek literature as 
I have been, could not otherwife have. 
Ifseus is an author of whom I know nothing 
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but by fame ; I am fure that any idea I bad 
from tbepce conceived of him, will not be at 
all kflejied by feeing him in your tranf^ation;. 
I do not know how it has happened, that 
qrators have hitherto fared worfe in the hands 
of the tranflators, than even the poets j J 
never could bea^ to rea4 a tranflation pf 
Cicero. Demofthenes fuffers I think fome- 
vyhat lefs ; — hut he fuffer^ greatly ; fo much, 
that I muft fay, that np Engliih reade^^ could 
well conceive from whence he had acquired 
the reputation of the firft of pfators. I am 
fatisfied that there is now an eminent except: 
tion to this rule, and I fincerely congratulate 
the public on that acquifitipn, I am, witli 
the greateft truth and regard, my dear Sir, 
Your moft faithful and obliged 
humble feryant, 

Edmund Burke, 

Of the incidents in the life of Mr. Jones 
during the years 1778 and 1779, I have no 
particular information ; we may fuppofe his 
time and attention to have bgen principally 
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engrofled by his profeflional duties and flu- 
dies, and the political circumftances of the 
times. His own letters, always interefting, 
and often inftru<9:ive, with , thofe of his cor- 
refpondents, contain all that I know of him 
during this period ; the latter afford addi- 
tional evidence of the efteem in which his 
learning, abilities, and principles were held 
by men of high reputation in the rank of 
Uterature. 

• Mr. SWINNEY to Mr, JONES. 

Pera of Constuniinople, Januajy I, n78. 
.SIR J 

So high an opinion do I en- 
tertain of your humanity and polltenefs, as 
to perfuade myfelf you will readily pardon 
the liberty I have taken, of fending you a 
perfian and Grecian manufcript. If, on pe- 
rufal of one or the other i book, you fhall 
meet with a fmgle paflage that may contri- 
bute either tp your inftrudtion or amufement, 
my purpofe will be fully anfwered. '•■"■. 

Among the real curiofities I have feen ,at 
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Conftatttinople, is a public mufetim, eredled 
at the fole expence of a mdft learned Gr'and 
Vifir, whofe name and tide was Rajib Pacha. 
This coUedion contains iibbut two thoufand 
Arabian, Pcrfian, and Turkifh manufcripts, 
which, the learned fay, contain vaft ftoreS of 
erudition. It is not improbable but I may be 
able, on fonie favourable occafion, to procure 
you a copy of the catalogue; and then, fhould 
you be difpofed to have any of the manu- 
fcripts copied, I intreat you will confer the 
honour upon me, of executing the commif- 
fion. People affure me, but I dare not fay 
whether with good authority or no, that the 
entire Decades of Livy, and the complete 
Hiftory of Curtius, are contained in that very 
precious repofitory: if fo, who knows but 
majefty itfelf (fo fuperlatively happy are we 
in a monarch/ who favours the arts and 
fciences!) may gracioully cbndefcend to com- 
mand a copy of them? 

Be pleafed to accept of my warmeft wiflies 
for your health, profperity, and very long 
il?j; and believe me to be (what I fmcerely 
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am) a lafting admirer of you^ abilities^ and at 
the fame time, dear Sir, &c. 

Sidney Swini^ey. 

Dr. STUART to Mr. JONES. 

MY DEAR SIR; 3d October, 1778. 

I have to acknowledge the re* 
ceipt of your moft obliging letter. It is im- 
poffible for me to exprefs the value in which 
I hold the favourable fentiments you have 
conveyed to me; and above all, th atftrain of 
cordiality and friendship which accompany 
them. The lofs of that long letter, or difler- 
tation, into which my performance was about 
to entice you, is a matter of infinite regret to 
me: but I hope that the objedt which then 
engaged more particularly your attention, 
and which was fo worthy of it, is now within 
your reach ; that the fates are to comply with 
your defires, and to place you in a fcene 
where fo much honour and fo many lairels 
five to be won and gathered. 

It affects me with a lively pleafure^ that 
your tafte has turned with a peculiar fondnefs 
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to the ftudies of law and government on the 
great fcale of hiftory and manners. They have 
been too long in the management of en- 
quirers, who were merely metaphyficians, or 
merely the retainers of courts. Their gene- 
rous and liberal nature has been wounded and 
debafed by the minutenefs of an acute but 
ufelefs philofophy, and by a mean and flavilh 
appetite for p^dlice and wealth. It is now i'lt' 
that we fhould have lawyers who are orators, 
philofophers, and hifl-orians. 

But while I entreat you to accept my heft 
thanks foryour excellent letter,an4 exprefs my 
approbation of thofe ftudies of which you are 
enamoured, permit me, at the f^me time, to 
embrace the opportunity of .makipg known to 
you the bearer of thefe lines. Pr. Gillies, 
of whom you may have heard as the tranf- 
lator of Lyfias, has been long my v,rarm 
friend: and I have to recommend him to you 
as the poflefibr of qualities /which are ftill 
more to his honour than extenfive learning 
and real genius. Men who leave their com- 
patriots behind them in the purfuits of fcience 
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and true ambition, are of the fame family^, ^ 
and ought to be known to one another: 

Do me the favour, my dear Six, to con- 
tinue to afford me a place in your memory, 
and believe me that I fhalL always hear of 
your profperity,vyour reputation, and your 
ftudies, with a peculiar and entire iatisfac- 
tion, 

I am now, and ever, yours, &c. 

GiLB. Stuart. 

P. S. In January or February, I am: to 
fend into the world a new work, in which I 
treat of the public law, and-the Oonftitutionat 
Hiffory ij/'Scotland. And, wherever you 
are, I am to tranfmit you one of the firft 
copies, by Mr. Murray, of Fleet-Street. 

Dean TUCKER to Mr. JpNESi ■ t 

DEAR SIR ; 

Gloucester, September 2\, 1778. 

When you firft honoured me 
with your acquaintance, perhaps you was not 
aware what a troublefome correfpondence 
you was bringing yourfelf into. Be that as 
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it may, I will now beg leave to avail myfelf 
of the permiflion which you kindly granted 
me of confulting you on feme points. Se- 
veral copies of my laft tradt have been in the 
Univerfity upwards of a fortnight ; and it is 
probable that by this time fome have vouch- 
fafed to read it. What therefore I wifli to 
know is, whether, in the judgment of thofe 
who have given it a perufal, I have confuted 
Mr. Locfee's fyftem in fuch a manner, that 
they are convinced his muft be wrongs what- 
ever elfe may happen to be right. If this is 
not the cafe, that is, if I have not totally 
confuted Mir. Locke, I need proceed no far- 
ther, for mine can have no chance to be true, 
if his is ftill fuppofed to be the Only true 
one ; and I fhall very willingly give up the 
purfuit.' But, if I have demolifhed his 
fcheme, I have fo far cleared the way to 
make room for- my own ; and, in that cafe, 
I have one or two points to confult you 
about. 

I am, 

J. Tucker. 
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Mr. JONES to Lprd ALTHORP. 

Temple, QctvX-iy ITi^-- 

My dear Lord, captain, aiid 
friend, (of all -whicli titles no man 'entertains 
a jufter idea than^ yourfelf,) how'fhall I ex- 
prefs the delight which your .letter from 
Warley camp- has given me? I cannot fuf- 
ficiently regret^ that I was fo long deprived 
of that pleafure ; for, intending to be in Lon- 
don foon after the circuit, I had negleded 
to leave any diredlions here about my letters; 
fo that yours has lain almoft a- month, wpon' 
my table,: where I found it yefterday on iny 
return from the country. I ought' indeed to 
have written firll to you, becaufe- !« was a 
rambler, you ftationary:: and becaufe the pen 
has been my peculiar inftrument, as the 
fword has been yours thi& fummer : but the- 
agitation of forenfic bufmefs, and the fort of 
fociety in which 1 have been forced to liV«, 
afforded me few moments of leifure, except- 
thofe in which nature calls for perfed- repofe, 
and the fpirits exhauftc4 with fatigue require- 
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immediate reparation.. I rejoice to fee that 
you are a votary, as Archilocus fays ofhim- 
felf, both of the Mufes and of Mars ; nor 
dp I believe that a letter full of more manly 
fentiments, or written with more unafFeded 
elegance, than yours, has often been fent 
from a camp. You know I have fet my 
mind on yqur being a fine fpeaker in next 
parliament> in the caufe of true conftitutional 
liberty, and your , letters convince me that 
I fhall not be difappointed. To this great 
objedt,: both for your own glory and your 
country's good, your prefent military ftation 
will contribute not a little : for, a foldier's 
life naturally infpires a certain fpirit and con- 
fidence, without which the fineft elocution 
will, not have a full effedt. Not to mention 
Pericles, Xenophon, Csefar, and a hundred 
other eloquent foldiers among the ancients, 
I am perfuaded that Pitt (whom by the way 
I am far from comparing to Pericles) acquir- 
ed his forcible rnanner in the field where he 
carried the colpurs. This I mention in ad- 
dition to the advantages of your prefent fitu- 
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ati6n, which you very juftly point out : nor 
can I think your fummer in any refpedi 
ufelefsly fpent, fince our conftitutbn has 
a good defence in a well-regulated militia, 
officered by men who love their country: 
and a militia fo regulated, may in due 
time be the means of thinning the formid- 
able {landing army, if not of extinguifhin^ 
it. Captain * * * is one of the worthieft, 
as well as talleft men in the kingdom ; but 
he, and his Socrates, Dr. Johnfon, have fuch 
prejudices in politics, that one mull be upon 
one's guard in their company, if one wiflies 
to preferve their good opinion. By the way, 
the Dean of Gloucefter has printed a work, 
which he thinks a full confutation of Locke's 
Theory of Government j and his fecond vo- 
lume will contain a new Theory of his own : 
pf this, when we meet. The difappointment 
to which yoTi allude, and concerning which 
you fay fo many friendly things to ;ne, is 
not yet certain. My competitor is not yet 
nominated : many doubt whether he will be; 
I think he will not, unlefs the Oiancellor 

Ljfe~\. I. U 
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fhould prefs it ftrongly. It is. ftill the'opi-. 

nion and wifh of the bar, that I fhould be 

the man. I believe, the minifter hardly 

knows his own mind. I cannot legally be 

appointed till Jafiua'ry, or next month at 

foo'neft, becaufe I am riot a barrifter of five 

years ilanding till that time: now many 

believe that they keep the place open for m& 

till I am qualified. I certainly wifh to have 

it, becaufe I wifh to have twenty thoufand 

pounds in my pocket before I am eight-'and- 

thirty years old ; and then I might contribute 

in fome little degree towards the fervice of 

my country in Parliament, as well as at the 

Bar, without felling my liberty to a patron, 

as too many of my profeffion are not afham- 

ed of doing ; and I might be a Speaker in the 

Houfe of Commons in the full vigour and 

maturity of my age; whereas, in the flow 

career of Weftminfler-Hall, I fhould not 

perhaps, even with the befl fuccefs, acquire 

the fame independent flation, till the age at 

which Cicero was killed. But be afl!iired, 

my dear lord, that if the minifter be offended 
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at the ftyle in which I have fpoken, do 
ipeak, and will fpeak, of public affairs, and 
on that account fhould rcfufe to give me the 
judgefhip, I fhall not be at all mortified, 
having already a very decent competence, 
without a debt, or a care of any kind. I 
will not break in upon you at Warley unex- 
peffcedly; but whenever you find it moft 
conveni§nt, let me know, and ,1 will be with 
you in lefs than two hours. 

Dean TUCKER to Mr. JONES. 
DEAR SIR Gloucester, December i\, 1778. 

I have the pleafure to acquaint 
you, that your packet and letter arrived fafe 
laft night;^ for both which, I am very much 
obliged to you. I cannot fay that your re- 
marks have wrought much conviction in 
me, (in fome places they have,) biit they have 
had what 1 efteem a better effed, that is, 
they will make me more cautious and circum- 
fpedt in fome of my expreffions ; and they 
will oblige me to bring more proofs and illuf. 
trations of fome points than I thought were 

U -2 
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needful. In all thefe refpeds, your friendly- 
remarks have done me much gteater fervlce 
than unmeaning compliments; and as to 
your differing fo widely in opinion from me, 
your frank declaration of this difference 
proves you the honefter man, and the more 
to be efteemed. I am, &c. 

ADAM PRINCE CZARTORYSKI to 
Mr. JONES. 

SIR; Warsaw, Nov. 26, 1778. 

It is the fate of thofe who, 
like you, are an ornament to the literary 
world, to be known to thofe who are per- 
fedily unknown to them ; each is entitled to 
call to them for light, and this I hope will be 
a fufficient apology for my intruding upon 
you, and interrupting thofe ftudious hours 
which you confecrate with fo much fuccefs to 
the inftrudion of your readers. 

I was happy enough of late to hit upon 
your Effay on the Poetry of the Eaftern na^ 
tions, and your Hiftory of the Perfian Ian- 
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guage. I found that you had made up in 
thefe two works a quarrel of a very old {land- 
ing between erudition and taftej you have 
brought them to meet together in fuch a 
friendly manner, that one who had never 
read but your writings, would be apt to think 
they always went hand in hand, 

I have been applying , myfelf fince a few 
years to the ftudy of Eaftern languages; 
though I cannot flatter myfelf with having 
made as yet any confiderable progrefs in that 
branch of learning. Your moft excellent 
Grammar of the Perfian language, which 
gave birth to Mr. Richardfon's one of the 
Arabic, executed upon the fame plan, are the 
agreeable guides which I follow in th^t diffi- 
cult journey; to them I owe to be refcued 
out of the hands of Erpenius, Guadagnola, 
and the reft of thofe unmerciful gentlemen 
who never took the leaft trouble about clear- 
ing the road, or plucking out one fmgle thorn 
from the many with which the paths of the 
iludy of Eaftern languages are covered. 
Give me leave to be ftill more beholden to 
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you ; and as you learned men are the leading 
ftars of the unlearned, I beg you'll beftow a 
few moments of your leifure upon anfwering 
fome qiieftions which may perhaps appear 
very trifling' in the eyes of a man of jonv 
extenfive knowledge. 

I have always been at a lofs to form any 
conjecture upon the following fubjedt, which 
is, by what chance fo many words from 
other European languages, or at leaft ufed in 
our European languages, are got into the 
Perfian: as for inftance, jivan, pudder, 
mader*, the Englifh, ^ady the German, docA- 
ter^ der, bend, together with a deal of our 
Sclavonian, efpecially in the arithmetical 
numbers, which, even in the manner of pro- 
nouncing them, are exa£tly the fame, fuch as 
pendfed, fchejhed\, &c. I fhould be greatly 
obliged to you likewife, if by your means I 
could be informed, whether the Didlionary 
of Meninlki, propofed to be reprinted at Ox- 
ford, is already come out; whether it con- 
tains a great many additions which are not 

* Youth, father, mother. f 500 and 600. 
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to be found in the edition of 1680; laftly, 
whether Mr. Richardfon has publifhed the 
fecpnd volume, Englifh and Arabic, of his 
Dictionary. As to our poor country man j 
Meniniki, he has not met with the reward 
which he had a right to expeft*; aftei; 
having wafted his health and fortune in the 
finifhing of his work, he died unnoticed at 
Vienna ; and his daughter ended her life in 
the fame city a few years ago, very ill ufed 
by thofe who had advanced money to her fa- 
ther, for the publifhing of his work. You 
live in a country where fuch a fin would be 

* From the short account given of Meninski in the 
Biographical Dictionary, it appears, that he was no less 
distinguished for his extensive erudition and profound 
knowledge of languages, particularly Oriental, than by 
the propriety of conduct, and abilities displayed by hinj 
in various oiEcial situations to which he had risen by his 
merit. His first st;ation was that of first interpreter to 
the Polish embassy at the Porte, and from this he was 
gradually advanced to the rank of a counsellor of war to 
the Emperor at Vienna,- and first interpreter' of Oriental 
languages. He died at Vienna at the age of 75, in 1698, 
eighteen years after the publication of his famous and 
useful work, the Oriental Thesaurus. The compilers of 
tliis account do not notice the circumstances mentioned 
by Prince Czartoryski. 
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ranted among the mortal ones. Baron Re- 
viczki, fojuftlyand honourably mentioned In 
your works, has been refiding here for fev^ral 
years, as minifter of the Court of Vienna: 
we have often made the wifh, that fomething 
could tempt you to take our part of the 
world in your way. If that fliould ever 
happen, 1 would confider it as a moft agreea- 
ble circumftance for me, if you could be pre- 
vailed upon to accept of my houfe during 
your ftay, and conlider it as your own. I 
know what advantages we might reap from 
fo ufeful and agreeable an intereoiirfe, and 
would make it our bufmefs not to \et time lay 
heavy upon, your hands. I muft (before I 
end) exprefs to you the fenfe of pleafure 
which I felt as a Pole, in reading that pafTage 
of your preface which concerns our country: 
it bears the ftamp of humanity and fpirit. 
Now, after having repeated my excufes for 
having been fo forward, and perhaps fo tedious, 
I arri, with all poffible regard, &c, 
Adam Prince Czartorysk^,- 

General of Podolia. 
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Mr. JONES to PRINCE ADAM 
CZARTORYSKI, 

Zamb^s Bidldh^s, Temple, London, Feb. 17, 1779. 
Nothing could be more honour- 
able to me than your letter, nothing more 
flattering than the fentiments which you ex- 
prefs in it; but I am fo little ufed to con- 
verfe or correfpond with Princes, and have fo 
long been accuftoraed to the plainnefs of the 
ancients, that I fhould addref? your Highnefs 
with more facility in Latin than in any mo- 
dern idiom. Yet as you not only perfectly 
underftand my native language, but even 
write it (I fpeak fmcerely) with elegance, I 
will try to anfwer you in Englifli, with Ro- 
jnan fimplicity, 

It gives me great pleafure, that my juvenile 
compofitions have been at all ufeful or enter- 
taining to you. What higher yew^rd can a 
writer defire, than the approbation of fuch a 
reader? In fuppofiilg, however, that you in- 
terrupt my ftudious hours which I am confe- 
crating to literature, allow me to fay, that, 
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unhappily for me, you are a little miftaken. 
My laft four years have been fpent in forenfic 
labours, which, however arduous, are no lefs' 
pleafmg than reputable, and would be per- 
fedly congenial with my temper and difpofi- 
tion, if they did not wholly^preclude mefroni 
refuming my former ftudies. It is poflible, 
however, that I may foon fucceed to a high 
judicial office in Bengal, where the vacations 
will give me leifure to renew my acquaint- 
ance, which I now am obliged to intermit, 
with the Perfian and Arabian claffics. 
Should my appointment take place, I fhall fet 
a high value on your correfpondence, and 
will not fail to fend both yourJHighnefs, and 
my friend. Baron Reviczki, (to whom I will 
write very foon,) fome wreaths of flowers 
from the banks of the Ganges. 

In anfwer to your queftions, I muft in- 
form your Highnefs, that the projeft bf re- 
printing Meninfki here is entirely dropt ; but 
Richardfon is indefatigable,^ and advances as 
expeditioufly as poffible with the fecond part 
©f his di6lionary. How fo many European 
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words crept into the Perfian language, I 
know not with certainty. Procopius, 1 
think, mentions the great intercourfe, both 
in war and peace, between the Perfians and 
the nations in the north of Europe and Afia, 
whom the ancients knew by the general name 
of Scythians. Many learned inveftigators 
of antiquity are fully perfuaded, that a very 
old and almoft primeval language was in ufe 
among thefe northern nations, from which 
not only the Celtic dialedis, but even the 
Greek and Latin, are derived ; in fa£t we 
find woiTjjf and j«,»iTiif in Perfian, nor is ^uy«(T«f 
fo far removed from dockter, or even ojajtiuji 
and nomen from nam, as to make it ridi- 
culous to foppofe, that they fprang from the 
fame root. We muft confefs that thefere- 
fearches are very obfcure and uncertain ; and 
you will allow, not fo agreeable as an ode of 
Hafez; or an elegy of Amr'alkeis. How 
happy fhould I be, my dear Prince, if on 
my return from India, I could vifit Poland, 
accept the kind invitation of your Highnefs, 
and enjoy the promifed pleafure of your con- 
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verfatlon and friendfliip. My good genius 

forbids me wholly to defpair of that happi- 

nefs ; and the fperata voluptas fuavis amici- 

tix, which enabled Lucretius to endure any 

toil, and to fpend the ftarry nights, as he 

fays, in contemplation, fhall have a fimilar 

eiFe£l on, &c. 

William Jones. 

Dr. STUART to Mr. JONES. 

MY DEAR SIR, F>^b. 12, m9. 

I beg you to accept my new 
work, as a mark of my beft ohfervance. The 
fubjefts are very important, very curious, and 
very new, but the materials upon which I 
was to operate were very imperfect. Indeed, 
I fear much, that a propriety of intention is 
all my merit, and from that, I think, I am 
to draw little glory; for it is common to me 
with writers who are the weakeft and moil 
trifling. Yet, if your eye can trace any evi- 
dence in this trifle to oppofe my apprehen- 
fions, I fhall be very happy. All the humi- 
lity of my doubts will go away. In two re-i 
fpedls, I expofe myfelf very mych to cepfurCii 
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1 have attacked the nol^ile qfficium of the court 
of feflion J and I have vindicated the freedom 
of the Scottifh government from the ^mif- 
reprefentations of Dr. Robertfon, the hiftow 
riographer of Scotland. With a thoufand 
people, thefe things are the greateft of all 
crimes. It is in England, and not in this 
country, that I am to find thofe readers who 
will be perfe£tly impartial. I entreat you to 
accept my moft fmcere wifhes for your pro- 
fperity, and that you will believe me, with 
the moft entire refpeift, ray dear Sir, &c. 

GiLB. Stuart. 

Dr. STUART to Mr. JONES. 

Dr. Stuart prefents his beft com- 
pliments to Mr. Jones. 

I beg to have the' pleafure^ to fubmit to 
your infpedlion a fmall Treatife, which I 
have publifhed a few years ago, as an intro- 
du<aion to an extenfive work on the laws 
and conftitution of England, which I have 
long meditated, and have in part executed. 
If you like my ideas, I fhali account myfelf 
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extremely fortunate. If they do not ftrike 
you as' of importance and interefting, I fhiall 
think that I have employed my leifure with- 
out advantage. Your line of ftudy has led 
you to enquire into the hiftory of Englifli 
manners and jurifprudence. The little work 
which accompanies this note, is perfedly 
within this line ; . and as I have the moft en- 
tire confidence in your penetiratien and can- 
dour, I fhould be happy to know your opinion 
of it. I {hould then be in a ftate to form a 
refolution, whether I ought to give order and 
method to the materials 1 have colledted in 
thfe view of profecuting a fubjedt, which I 
^ay perhaps have undertaken without having 
properly-confulted my forces. You will do 
me the favour to excufe this trouble. 

* C. REVICZKI to Mr. JONES. 

TVarsart, March l7, 1779. 
I lately received through 
Mr. your two laft learned publica- 
tions ; a moft agreeable and convincing proof 
* Appendix, No. 35. 
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of your afFe6lionate remembrance pf me. 
The fingular erudition with which your 
works abound, not only delighted me ex- 
ceedingly, but almoft excited my inclination 
to refume thofe ftudies which I had almoft 
forgotten. Prince Adam Czartoryfki, who- 
has cultivated Oriental literature not unfuc- 
cefsfully, had already afforded me an oppor- 
tunity, of perufing your life of Nadir Shah. 
He particularly pointed out the paflages in 
the, diflertation, in which you make fucb 
honourable mention of me, and for which I 
am indebted to your partiality alone. I re- 
gret the lofs which the republic of letters 
muft fuffer from your defertion, and determin- 
ation to devote yourfelf to the altar of . The- 
mis: but I truft that Melpomene, under 
whofe a,ufpice8 you were born, will com- 
pel you to return to your allegiance. I 
am heartily tired with a refidence of feven 
years on the banks of the Viftula: but the ter- 
mination of the German war will, I hope, re- 
ftore me to a more pleafing lituation. How 
much more agreeajble would it be to me, if 
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fortune would allow me to gratify my inclin* 
ations, by paffing my days in England, near 
you ! But to whatever place my deftiny may 
lead me, my afFedtion for you will continue 
unabated. Farewell. 

Mr. JONES to Lord ALTHORP. 

Temple, Feb. 4, 1780. 
The public piety having given 
me this afternoon what I rarely can obtain, a 
fhort intermiffion of bufmefs ; can I employ 
my leifure more agreeably than in writing to 
my friend ? I Ihall fend my letter at random, 
not knowing whether you are at Althorp or 
at Buckingham, but perfuading myfelf that it 
will find you without much delay. May I 
congratulate you and our country on your 
entrance upon the great career of public life \ 
If there ever was a time when men of fpirit, 
fenfe, and virtue, ought to ftand forth, it is 
the prefent. I am informed, that you have 
attended fome country meetings, and are on 
fome committees. Did you find it n'eceflary 
or convenient to fpeak on the ftate of the 
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nation? it is a noble fubjea, and with joux. 
knowledge as well as judgment, you will 
eafily acquire habits of eloquence ; but ibahh 
they are, no lefs than: playing on a mufical 
inftrument, or handUng a pencil : and as the 
beil muficians and £neft painters began with 
playing fbmetimes out of tune and drawing 
out of proportion, fo. the greateft orators akuft. 
begin with leaving ■ fome peri^^ds tinfinifhed,, 
and perhaps with fitting down in the middle 
of a fentence. It is only by continued ufk 
that a fpeaker leajns to exprefs hi§ ideas with 
precifion and foundnefs, and to provide at 
the beginning of a period for the cgnclufion 
of it ; buf to this facility of fpeaking, the 
habit' of writing rapidly contributes in a woij- 
derful degree. I would particularly imprefs 
this truth upon your mind, my dear friend,, 
becaufe I am fully convinced that a^ English- 
man's real importance in his country, will 
always be in a compound ratio of his virtue, 
hiiS knowledge, and his eloquence; without 
all of which qualities little real utility can fer 
fult from either of them apart ; and I am np 

Life—V. I. - X 
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lefs peffuaded, that a virtuous and ^ knowing 
man, who has no natural impediment, may 
by habit acquire perfect eloquence, as cer- 
tainly as a healthy man who has the ufeof 
his raufcles, may learn to fwim or to fcate. 
When fhall we meet, and where, that we 
may. talk over thefe and other matters ? There 
are fome topics which will be more properly 
difcuffed in converfation than upon paper, I 
mean on account of their copioufnefs.; for 
believe me I fhould not be concerned, if all 
that I write were copied at the poft-office, 
and read before the King in council. * * * 
* * * At the fame time I folemnly declare^ 
that I will not enlift under the banners of a 
party ; a declaration which is I believe ufe- 
lefs, becaufe no party would receive a man, 
determined as I am, to think for himfelf. To 
yoyL alone, my friend, and to your interfefts, 
I am firmly attached, both from early habit 
and from mature reafon, from ancient affec- 
tion unchanged for a fmgle moment, and 
from a full convidion that fuch affeftion was 
well placed. The views and wifties of all 
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other men, I will analyze and weigh with 
that fafpidon and flownefs of belief, which 
my experience, fuch as it is, has taught me j 
and to be more particular, although I will 
be jealous of the regal part of our conftitu- 
tion, and always lend an arm towards re- 
ftraining its proud waves within due limits, 
yet my moft tigilant and ftrenuous efforts 
fhall be direfted againft any oligarchy that 
may arife ; being convinced, that on the po- 
pular part of every government depends its 
real force, the obligation of its laws, its wel- 
fare, its fecurity, its permanence. I have 
been led infenfibly to write more ferioufly 
than I .had intended ; my letters (hall not 
always be fo dull : but with fo many public 
caufes of grief or of refentmcnt, who can at 

all times be gay ? 

* ' * « * * * 

In the memoirs of Mr. Jones, the year 
feventeen-hundred-and-eighty forms an in- 
t€refting sera, in which his occupations were 
divcrfified, his profpeils extended, and his 
hopes expanded, more than at any former 

X2 
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period of his life. His profeflional pradice 
had greatly increafed, and fuggefled the fair- 
eft hopes of progr^ffive enlai-gemcntj and 
augmented profit: biiUt as his views were 
more particularly directed to the vacant feat 
on tjie be^h of Fort WiUiai^, in Bengal, 
and as, froi© the kindnefs of Lord North, 
he was authorized to eypeet the early attain- 
ment of it, he was k& folicitous to procure 
an -augmentation of bufinefs, which, Jjn the 
erent of fuccefs m his India purfuits, he muft 
altogether abg^ndon. In this, ftate of-fufpenfe, 
the political events of the times, received a 
more than ordinary fhasre of his attention ; 
he did not .however enrol himfelf vvith any 
party; but looking up to the constitution and. 
liberty of his country, as >the objedts of his 
political adoration, he cultivated an extenfive 
acquaintance with men of all parties, and of 
the firft rank and talent^ without any facrifice 
of principle or opinion. No man had ever 
more right to apply to himfelf the cha- 
racter of " nullius addidus jurare in verba 
" magiftri." With refpedl to the American 
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war, he early adopted fentiirlents upon it un- 
favourable to the juftice of the Brrtifh caufe, 
and this opinion, once formed, would natu- 
rally acquire ftrength from the protradlion of 
the conteft, which he lamented with the feel^? 
ings of a true patriot and friend to humanity. 
Thefe refleftions di<!^ated a very animated 
and clafEcal Ode to Liberty, which he com- 
pofed in Latin, and printed in March; it 
ftrongly difplays his genius, erudition, feel- 
ings, and political principles *. 

Sir Roger Newdigate having deckred his 
intejation of vacating his feat in parliament, as 
reprefentative of the Univerfity of Oxford, 
Mr, Jones was induced by a laudable: ambi- 
tion, and the encouragement of many refpe£k- 
able friends, to come forward as a candidate. 
The following letters will explain his hopes, 
has condmS, and difappointment on this oc- 
caiion. 

* Works, vol, X. p. 393. 'this ode wsrs published 
under the title of Julii Melesigoni ad libertatem. The 
assumed name is formed by a transpositiop of thp letters 
of Gulielmue Jonesius. 
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Mr. GARTWRIGHT to Mr. JONES. > 
Sir J May 8, nso; 

It is with pleafure I obferve 
jjie public papers mention you as one of the 
candidates to reprefent the Univerfity of 
Oxford at the enfuing eledtion. As a Uterary 
fociety, the rank you hold in the republic of 
letters ought certainly to point you out as one 
of the firft objects of her choice. But it is 
not merely upon this principle that I feel my- 
felf interefted in your fuccefs: exclufive of 
that veneration with which I look up to fu- 
perior talents, I have an additional motive 
(which indeed ought to fiiperfede every 
other) in the very high opinion I have formed 
of your integrity. If in this opinion I fliould 
be miftaken, your own writings have greatljt^ 
contributed to miflead me. You will pe*. 
ceive. Sir, my reafon for troubling you with* 
this letter is to defire that when you make out 
a lift of your friends upon this occasion, my 
name may be admitted into the number. I 
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am, Sir, with truth, your veryfincere well- 
wiiher, &c. 

Edmund Cartwright, 

Mr. JONES to the Rev. E. CART- 
WRIGHT. , 

Lamb's Buildings, Temple, Ma;y\&, nso. 

DEAR sir; 

since my friends have de- 
clared me a candidate for the very honourable 
feat which Sir Roger Newdigate intends to 
vacate, 1 have received many flattering tefti- 
monies of regard from feveral refpedtable 
perfonsj but your letter, dated May 8th, 
which I did not receive till this morning, is, 
without a compliment, the faireft and moft 
pleafmg fruit of the competition in which I 
am engaged. The rule of the Univerfity, 
which is a very noble one, forbidding me to 
folicit votes for myfelf, I have not been at 
liberty even to apply to many perfons whom 
it is both a pleafure and honour to know. 
Your unfolicited approbation is a great re- 
ward of my paft toil in my literary career. 
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aftd n6 frfiAll inceiitive to future exertions. 
As to my integrity, of which you are pteafed 
t6 exprefs a good opinion, it has not yet been 
tried by any very ftrong temptations ; I hope 
it v*^ill refift them if any be thrown in my way. 
This only I may fay (arid I think without a 
boaft) that my ambition was always very much 
bounded, and that my views are already at- 
tained by profeflional fuccefs adequate to my 
higheft expedations. Perhaps I fhall not be 
thought very unambitious, if 1 add, that my 
great object of imitation is Mr. Selden, and 
that if I could obtain the fame honour which 
was conferred on him, I fhould, like him, de- 
vote the reft of my life to the fervioe of my 
conftituents and my country, to the pradice 
of an ufeful profeffion, and to the unremitted 
ftudy of our Englifti laws, hiftory and litera- 
ture. To be approved by you, and fuch men 
as you (if many fuch could be found), would 
be a fufficient reward to, &c. 

William Jones. 

Permit me to add an ode printed (but not 

publifhed) before the prefent competition, 
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and at a lime" when I fhould have beeri cer- 
tainly made a Judge in India, by thekindnefs 
of Lord North, if any appointment had taken 
place. It proves fufficiently that no views or 
conne6lions can prevenf me from declaring 
my honeft fentitnettts when I think they may 
be ufeful to my country; 

Mr. BURROWS to Mr. JONES. 

Iladhi), near Barriet, May 23, 1760. 

Sir, 

For the firft time I am forry I did 
not take all my degrees. I fhould have been 
happy to have given the teftimony of an in- 
dividual to a merit, which I have long con- 
fidered as the reproach, as well as ornament 
of this age and country: I muft add, it 
would have given me particular pleafure to 
have expreffed my gratitude to one who has 
fo much contributed to my inflrudlion and 

amufement. 

****** 

I moft heartily wifh you, fuccefs, as the 
republic feems in danger of taking fome 
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harm from the weaknefs of her friends, and 
the vigour of her foes, and never in any time 
of her life ftood in more need of the attract- 
ing and rebelling powers of men of abi- 
lity. I muft own too, I have an additional 
reafon for wiihing you feated in the Britifli 
parliament, as I fhall take great fatisfadtion 
in feeing the dull of all denominations con- 
vinced, that men- of wit and learning are as 
capable of excelling in public bufmefs,- as 
they call it, as the moft illiterate of them all. 

I am, &c. 

J. Burrows. 

Mr. JONES to Dr. MILMAN. 
Sir, MayzQ, nso. 

Although I have not yet the 
honour, to which 1 have long afpirqd, of 
yoi^r acquaintance and friendfhip, yet I am 
perfuaded that the bond which ought in this 
crxfis to unite all hpneft men is, idem /entire 
de republic^ ; and my friendj Mr. Milles, 
having imparted to me the contents of your 
yefterday's note, I beg leave to aflure you;. 



tliat I never imagined it poffible, in this me- 
tropolis, ft the bufieft time of the year, for 
profeffional men to attend a committee of 
canvaflers, and never thought of foliciting 
the attendance or exertions of my friends, 
any farther than might be confident •with 
> their engagements and avocations, Accept, 
Sir, my very warm and very fmcere thanks 
(and when I have the honour of being 
known to you, you will find that my warmth 
and my fincerity are perfedly undiflembled) 
for the fentiments which you exprefs to Mr. 
Milles in regard to me. Whatever be the 
event of the competition in which I am en- 
gaged, I fhall certainly reap the moft pleafing 
fruit ' from the kindnefs of many excellent 
perfons, by whom it is an high honour to be 

efteemed. 

*^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
ft* ^I* fl* rfl* v^ 

I 

This only I can fay, that my friends hav- 
, ing nominated me, I have nothing to do but 
to Jleer right onivanJ^ as Milton fays, to a 
poll. The voyage will probably laft a twelve- 
month at leaft; and though I began to fail 
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after the Mortfoon, yet I ain by no means in 
defpair of reaching the port with flying pen- 
itons, how unfavourably foever fome few 
breezes may blow. Without an allegory, it 
will neceffarily take up much time for my 
friends to canvafs nine hundred voters, a 
great majority of whom is difperfed in vari- 
ous parts of the kingdom. As to my com- 
petitors, I know them both, and refpedl the 
benevolence of Sir W. Dolben as much as I 
admire the extenfive erudition and fine tafte 
of Dr. Scott: but their political principles 
arfe the reverfe of mine. 

1 

* H. A. SCHULTENS to Mr. JONES. 

Leijden, June 2, 1780. 
Although increafing, and, at 
this particular time, incefTant occupation re- 
lu£tantly compels me, in fome mealure, to 
forego the pleafure of correfponding with my 
friends, yet the fubje£t of your laft letter ap- 
pears to me fo important, that I am deter- 
mined to hazard an immediate anfwer to it in 
three words, rather than, by waiting for a 

* App&ndix, No. 36. 
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more favourable opportunity, run the rifk ^ 
exciting a f^ifpicion of any want of regard 
and affedlion for you, by an apparent inat- 
tention to your intereft. I ihonli be as kapr- 
py to promote it as my own, although I 4m 
unfortunately deficient in the means of do- 
ing it. 

The fixation for which you are canvaffing, 
my friend, is mpfl honourable and import-, 
ant ; and if it be attainable by naerit, not 
favour, I know no perfon more worthy of it 
than yourfelf, none who has hjgljier preten- 
fions to genius, none who poffeffes a greater 
extent of wieful knowiedg^, nor a mpr^ pow- 
erful ^nd commanding eloquence, nq^ae who 
exceeds y<^u in love for liberty afid your 
country, none morQ capable of applying a re- 
medy to the dlfaftrous lltuation of affairs by 
wife counfels, prudence, fortitude, and inte- 
grity; none therefore to whofe care our alma 
mater (allow me to evince my affed:ion to the 
Univerfity by this expreffion) can more fafely 
truft her interefts and, profperity. 

Have you however no apprehenil6n that 
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your enthufiafm for liberty^, which is fo gene- 
i'ally known, may, -in thefe unpropitious 
rimes, injure the fuccefs of your caufe? Will 
thofe upon whofe votes your eledtiqad^^nds, 
allow the Univerfity to be reprefented in par- 
liament by Julius Melefigonus ? My coun- 
trymen have adopted an opinion, that, in the 
prefent fituation of affairs, no man who piib- 
Kcly avows his attachment to liberty, c?in be 
employed in the adminiftration. 

This you will fay is no concern of mine ; 
be that as it may, no exertions on liiy 
part fhall be wanting to promote your fuc- 
cefs, and I wifh you would inform me how 
they can be directed to your advantage. 
Have I the power of fending a vote in your 
favour? I much doubt it. Shall I apply to 
any of my friends at Oxford who are well 
difpofed towards me; for inflance, Meflrs. 
Kennicot, White, and Winflanley ? Write to 
me without delay, and inform me what I 
fhall do, that I may convince you of my zeal 
and fincerity to ferve you. 

I am at prefent at Leyden, having fuc- 
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ceeded my father, who died about fix months 
ago, in the profeflbrfhip of Oriental literaturei 
I have much to fay upon this fubjedt, and 
hope fhortly to write fully to you about it. 
I long to know how you are, as well as that 
bcft of women your mother, and your filler, 
(to whofe friendfliip I am fo much obliged). 
Prefent my affetflionate regards to them. 
Farewell, and remember me. 

Some catalogues of my father's library, 
which is to be fold in September, have been 
forwarded, I think, to Elmfley, and I have 
ordered one to be fent to you. 

Mr. JONES to Dr. WHEELER. 

MY DEAR SIR; September 2t l780. 

The Parliament being fuddenly 
diflblved, I muft beg you, as one of my 
beft and trueft friends, to make it known in 
the Univerfity^ that I decline giving the 
learned body any further trouble, and am 
heartily forry* for that which has already been 
given them. It is needlefs to add, what you 
well know, that I fliould never have been 
the firft to have troubled them at all. I 
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always thought a delegation to p^FlI^ment 
from fo refpedable a fociety, a laudable obje6i: 
of true ambition; bml confidered it aa a dif- 
tant object, as the reward of long labour and 
meritorious fervice in our countily; and I 
conceiyed, that, had I filled a ijudge's feat in 
India, with the approbation of my country- 
men, I might on niy retura be fixed on as a 
proper reprefentative: of the Univerfity . Had 
not that happened which you know, I fhould 
no more haye thought 6f ftanding now, than 
of afldng for a'peerage. As to principles 
in politics, if my fuccefs at Oxford, at any 
future time, depend upon a change of them, 
my caufe is hopelefs : I cannot alter or con- 
ceal them without abandoning- either my 
reafon or my integrity ; the firft of which is 
my only guide, and the fecond my chief 
comfort in this paflage through life. Were 
I inclined to boaft of any thing, I- fhould 
certainly boaft of making thofe principles 
my rule of condud:, which I fearned from 
the bell of men in ancient and moderii times; 
and which, my reafon tells me, are condu^ 
cive to the happinefs of mankind. As to 
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men^ I am certainly not hoftile to the minif- 
terSy from whom I have received obligations j 
but I cannot in confcience approve their 
meajures, 

. 'i 
>. 

Mr. JONES to Mr. CARTWRIGHT. 

DEAR SIR, Si'pt ember 4, 1780. 

Permit me again to exprefs 
(what I can never exprefs too often, or too 
warmly) my very fincere thanks for your 
kind letter, dated May 8, and to affure you, 
as I may with the greateft truth, that I am 
juft as much obliged to you as if your kind- 
nefs had been attended with the mod bril- 
liant fuccefs ; but as my ftrength in the great 
eledlive body of our Univerfity, (which 
ftrength, all circumftapces confidered, was 
very refpetftable,) lay chiefly among the non- 
refident voters, it would be unpardonably 
uijgrateful in me were I to give my friends 
the trouble of taking long journeys, with- 
out a higher probability of fuccefs than my 
late enquiries have left me room to expert. 
I therefore decline giving any farther trouble 

Life— Y.I. -^ Y 
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to the learned body, and am heartily forty 
for that which has already been given them, 
though not originally by me or my friends. 
I am perfedtly confcious that had I been fo 
fortunate as to fucceed at Oxford, I fhould 
not have advanced, nor wifhed to advance, 
sL fingle ftep in the career of ambition, but 
fhould cheerfully have facrlficed my repofe 
and peace of mind to fuch a courfe as I con- 
ceived likely to promote the public good; 
and this confcioufnefs cannot but prevent me 
from being in the leaft deprefTed by my 
failure of fuccefs. I fhould never repent of 
this little ftruggle, if it had produced no 
other fruit than the teftimony of your appro- 
bation. The hurry of the general eledion 
to a profeflional man, has obliged me to fuf- 
pend till another long vacation, tvsro little 
works, which I hoped to finifh in the re- 
mainder of this. The fir ft is a treatife O/j 
the Maritime 'Jurifprudence of the Athenians, 
illuftrated by five fpeeches of Demofthenes in 
commercial c^M^es ; and the fecond, a differ- 
tation On the Manners of the Arabians before ' 
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the Time of Mahomet, illuftrated by .the feven 
•poems, which were written m letters of gold, 
and fufpended in the temple at Mecca, about 
the beginning of the fixth century. When 
they are printed, I fhall be proud in fubmit- 
ting them to your ju?dgment, as their excel- 
lence is well known. 

Mf. JONES to Lord ALTHORP; 

Sept. 4, 1780. 
The intelligence which you fo 
kindly fent me, my dear Lord, and which 
was perfedtly unexpedled, has fufpended for 
a fliort time my excurfion to PaiTy; for 
though/ 1 have not received any pofitive re- 
tainers for eledtion bufmefs, yet there will be 
fome contefts in Wales, where I may pojjibly 
be employed ; and, though the whole fyftem 
of ele<9;ion-laws, and of eleiftions themfelves, 
(I always except the Grenville judicature) is 
quite repugnant to my ideas of the conftitu- 
tion, yet it would be thought unprofeffional 
to be abfent from England at fuch a time ; 
nor ought inde^4 .any Engliihman to be ab- 

Y 2 , . 
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ient when the queftion to be decided Is, 
" Whether his country fhall be free in form 
*' only, or in fubftance." I have therefore 
poftponed my expedition for a fortnight at 
leaft, in which time all the borough eledions 
will, I fuppofe, be over; and by that time,; I 
fhall be able to form a tolerable judgment of 
the counties. In the feveral counties through 
which; I lately paffed, I received (what I did 
not afk or defire) much praife from many 
worthy men for my plan to prevent the ne- 
cejjity of making a ftanding army perpetual -y 
but the uniform obje61ion which I heard 
was, " the plan ■ is legal and conftltutional, 
" but this is not the time for it.''' Lord 
Mansfield himfclf thought otherwife, when 
•he faid in the Houfe of Lords, that no time 
was to be loft in giving ftrength to the civil 
power; but let the objedors beware, left by 
refu'fing to adopt fuch a plan while they are 
•able, becaufe they think the time improper, 
they fhould not, when the proper time fhall 
come, be allowed to adopt it. We had.fome 
entertaining caufes on the circuit, particularly 



325 

a fmgular indidment for j^larmlng a village- ' , 
on the coaft of Pembi:okefhire, with a re- 
port that a hoftile fhip of war was approach-, 
ing. The profecutors were two magiftrates 

(one of whom was an Indian — ■. ) who 

were angry at having been m^c^e fools, of; a 
point however which they could not eafily 
have proved, inafmuch as they were fools al- 
ready made. I defended the profecuted man 
with fuccefs, and mingled in my fpeech many 
bitter reflexions on the ftate of this country 
at the time of the alarm, and on th^ at- 
tempt, becaufe the Englifh laws were not re- 
liihed in India, to import the Indian laws 
into England, by imprifoning and indicting 
an honeft man, who had done no more than 
his duty, and whofe only fault was fear, of 
which both his profecutors were equally guilty. 
On my return through Oxford, I was con- 
vinced by undoubted authority, that although 
I had been continually gaining ground, and 
had colle£ted no fewer than ten or twelve 
votes on the (iirpuit, yet I had no chance of 
fuccefs againft Sir W. D., and any attempt 
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to fhake Mr. Page would have been not only ' 
confuinmate rafhnefs,. but even inconfiftent ' 
with my repeated declarations. 

Let me requeft you to give my very fin-* 
cere thanks to Dr. Preedy for his kind pro- 
mife and aiffiftance, afluring him (which is 
very true) that I am juft as much obliged to 
him, as if his kindnefs had been attended 
with fuccefs, and defiring him to thank his 
friend Dr. Ruding in the fame terms, and 
with the fame fmcerity. Mull I add this 
trou^Se to that which you have already taken ? • 
I will make no apologies after a friendfhip of 
fifteen years, uninterrupted even for a firigle 
moment. How fhall I conclude? by wifli'--'- 
ing you pro/perky in the Greek, or health in ' 
the Roman form ? No man, my dear Lord, 
wifhes you both ,more ardently than I do. 
Farewell. 

xMr. JONES to Dr. WETHEREL. ^^i 

Sir ; Sept. 6, 1780.- 

It having been fuggefted to 
me by a moft refpedable friend, that it' 
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would be proper, and was in fa<9; the dueform^ 
to apprife you and the Vice- Chancellor as 
foon as poffible, of my being no longer a 
candidate for the Univerfity, I fent to the 
houfes of thofe gentlemen who honoured me 
with forming my committee, thinking it more 
regular, that they fhould make the declara- 
tion of my having' declined a poll ; but as 
they are out of town, I am neceflitated to 
trouble you with this letter. If Dr. Scott 
Ihould ftand the poll, I am ready to perform 
my promife of giving him my vote, as I am 
no more his competitor. Since I have taken 
up my pen (which it was by no means my ' 
intention to do) I cannot help faying that the 
condu£t of fome of my friends in refpe£t of 
me gives me furprife, and (foir their fakes ra- 
ther than my own) uneafinefs. If I have 
not been able to prove my attachment to my 
fellow-coUegiates, it is beclufe they never 
called for my fervice ; if they had, they 
ihould have found that no man would have 
exerted himfelf with more activity to ferve 
them ; nor was I deficient in zeal, I, well re- 
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member, when you 'm particular required my 
exertions. I am confcious of having deferved 
very well of the college ; and if any of its 
members are fo unkind as to think other- 
wife, I will fhew my fenfe of their unkiijd- 
nefs by perfifting till my laft hour in deferv- 
ing well of them. After this, I fhould little 
have expected that my letters, couched in the 
moft fincere and affeftionate terms, and ah- 
folutely unexceptionable, if they had been 
fairly reprefented, would have been repeated 
by detached fentences (which might have 
made no fmall alteration in the fenfe) in fe- 
verai companies in the Univerfity. Still lefs 
Ihould I have expected to find myfelf charged 
■\n\x\x mijreprefenting (a ferious word!) fads, 
of which I would, if neceflary, make a de- 
pofition, and with writing^what it muft have 
appeared from ftrong internal evidence, that 
I could not have written ; becaufe it contain- 
ed a miftake as to the number of our lay- 
fellows, which I (who know and efteem Mr. 
Ray) could never have made. Leaft of all 
could I have expedted to be accufed of wi{h- 
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ing to overturn a conftitutlon, which I prize, 
becaufe I underftand it, and which I would 
facrifice my Ufe to preferve. All thefe charges, 
God- and my confcience enable rfie to bear 
with the cooleft indifference, and with little 
abatement of that refpeft with which I ever 
h^ve been, &c. 

Mr. JONES to Mr. CARTWRIGHT. 

DEAR SIR, , Sept.S, 1780. 

Your laft favour I have this 
inilant received, and am obliged to anfwer 
it in the greateft hafte. I hope you have by 
this time received my letter, in which I in- 
formed you that I had declined a poll at 
Oxford, but was as much obliged to you and 
my other friends as if your kindnefs had 
been attended tvith the moft brilliant fuccefs. 
I faw an advertifement alfo in the paper, that 
Dr. Scott had declined. j,,,. 

* * * * *' * 
I have been told, that the very ode to 
which you are fo indulgent, loft me near 



330 
twenty votes ; this, however, I am unwilling 
to believe. I am, &c. 

William Jones. 

The condud of Mi'. Jones, throughout 

the bufinefs of the election, difplays his cha- 

radleriftical integrity and manly principles. 

To have fucceeded, would have been moll 

honourable to him ; his failure was attended 

with no difgrace. From the letters written 

or received by him on this occafion, a much 

larger feleflion might have been made, and 

many perfons'of the firft refpedability named, 

as the unfolicited fupporters of Mr. Jones. 

It was greatly to his credit, that with no 

.other influence than that of his charafter and 

abilities, he fhould have been deemed worthy 

of being nominated a candidate to reprefent 

the Univerfity of Oxford, one of the moft 

diftinguifhed in the world for fcience and 

virtue. His afFedionate attachment to this 

feat of learning, and his refpedlful veneratioH 

for it, were knov;^n and admitted, as well as 

the fpirit of independence which at all times, 

and under all circumftances, marked his cha- 
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rafter. His opinion refpedling the efFeftof 
his Ode to Liberty, on the difpofition of 
fome of the voters, countenances the fufpi- 
cions of his friend Schultens; it is certain, 
however, that if he had fucceeded in his elec- 
tion he would have employed all the fuperior 
talents which Schultens juftly afcribes to him 
with zeal and afliduity, in difcharging the 
duties of a fenator. To obtain it was his 
higheft ambition, and he would have cheer- 
fully facrificed to it (to repeat his own 
words) " not only an Indian Judgefhip of fix 
thoufand a year, but a Naboblhip with as 
many millions." 

Notwithftanding the various occupations 
attending the Oxford eleftion, Mr. Jones 
found time to publiih a fmall pamphlet, inti- 
tled, An Enquiry into the legal J^ode of fup- 
preJRng Riots^ 'mith a conjlitutional Plan of 
future Defence. -This publication was fug- 
gefted by the unfortunate neceffity of calling 
in -military affiftance to fupprefs the riots, 
which, from the fecond to the eighth of June 
of that year, had defolated the capital. He 
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had unhappily been, as he obferves, a vigilant 
and indignant fpeftator of thofe abominable 
enormities:' he had alfo feen, with a mixed 
fenfation of anguifh and joy, the vigorous 
and triumphant exertions of the executive 
pOvirer; and though he admitted the neceffity 
. of thofe exertions, he deplored it. 

Impreffed with the fulleft " convidion, 
" that the common ftatute laws of the realm 
" then in force,"" give the civil ilate in every 
" county a power, which, if it were perfedl- 
" ly underftood and continually prepared, 
" would effectually quell any riot or infur- 
" redlion, without affiftance from the mili- 
" tary, and even without the modern Riot- 
^' A£l," he undertook to demonftrate it; and 
the labour of lefs than a month, produced the 
occafional traiSt which he publifhed in July. 

Of the plan which he then propofed, it is 
fufficient to "fay, that during late years the 
principle of it has been advantageoufly 
adopted; and that while the internal peace of 
the country has been preferved, its defence 
againft external aggreffion has been no lefs^ 
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confulted by the armed affociatlons which, 
under different names, have been legally efta- 
bliflied in every county of Great Britain. 

, On the ninth of September of this year, 
Mr. Jones met the freeholders of Middlefex 
aflembled for the purpofe of nominating tvy^o 
reprefentatives in the new parliament. The 
circumftances of the meeting afforded him no 
opportunity of addfefling them on the general 
ftate of the nation; but he amufed himfelf 
with drawing up a difcourfe, containing the 
purport of what he would have fpoken, if an 
opportunity for this purpofe had occurred. 

This fpeech is flrikingly charadterillic of 
his principles and feelings ; he condemns in 
unqualified terms the American war, and the 
condud of the late parliament, in fupporting 
■ it. He takes a fummary review of the flatc 
of the nation, and delivers his opinion upon 
it without referve, in that flrong language 
which was £6 often heard in the parlia- 
mentary deba,tes of 1780,. and .read in the 
petitions from the aifociatecl counties. I fhalL 
feled: from it two paflages only, which have 
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no reference to the political difcuflions of that 
period ; one, in which Mr. Jones exprefles 
his fentiments on the African flave trade, and 
the fecond containing an honourable declar- 
ation of that condudl which he would have 
purfued, if good fortune had placed him in 
the Houfe of Commons. 

*' I pafs with hafte by the coaft of Africa, 
" whence my mind turns with indignation at 
"the abominable traffic in the human fpe- 
" cies, from which a part of our countrymen 
" dare to derive their ihoft inaufpicious 
•' wealth. Sugar, it has been faid, would be 
" dear if it were not worked by Blacks in 'the 
*' Weftern illands; as if the moft laborious, 
** the moll dangerous works, were not carried 
" on in every country, but chiefly in England, 
" hj free men ; in fadl they are fo carried on 
" with infinitely more advantage, for there is 
" an alacrity in a confcioufnefs of freedoin, 
" and a gloomy fuUen indolence in a con- 
" fcloufnefs of flavery ; but let fugar be as 
*' dear as it may, it is better to eat none, to 
" eat honey, if fweetnefs only be palatable; 
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'• better to eat aloqs or coloquintida than vio- 
" late a primiary law of nature, imprelTed on 
*' every heart not imbruted by avarice, than 
" rob one human creature of thofe eternal 
." rights, of which no law upon earth can 
" juftly deprive him. 



" Had it been my good or bad fortune, to 
** have delivered in the great aflembly of re- 
'* prefentatives the fentiments which this 
*' bofom contains, I am fenfible that mj pub- 
" lie courfe of fpeaking and voting muft 
" have clafhed in a variety of inftances with 
" my private obligatipns ; and the conflict of 
" interfering duties conflitutes, in my opi- 
" nion, the niceft part of morality, on which 
'* however I have completely formed my 
" fyftem, and truft that no views of intereft 
" will ever prevent my pradtice from coincid- 
*' ing with my theory." 

Profeffions of this nature are fometimes 
made) and forgotten, when the end, which 
they were meant to ferve, has been attained ; 
but fincerity was ever a prominent feature in 
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the character of Mi-. Jones, and he was more 
difpofed to overflep the bounds of prudence 
by adhering to it, than to violate what he al- 
ways deemed a primary law of morality. 

In the autumn of this year, 1 find Mr. 
Jones at Paris. He had in the preceding 
fummer made a fliort excurfion to that ca- 
pital ; but the occurrences of thefe journeys 
are not of fufficient importance to engage the 
reader's attention. I recoiled! to have heard 
him, mention, in anfwer to a queflion which 
1 once put to him, whether he had feen 
Monfieur du Perron at Paris, that this gen- 
tleman ftudioufly avoided meeting him dur- 
ing his refidence there. 

The following letters written by Mr. Jones 
after his return to England are interefting, as 
defcriptive of his occupations and fentiments, 
and as announcing his intention of writing 
an important hiftorical work, which he never 
found time to execute. 
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Mr. JONES to Lord ALTHORP. 

I thought myfelf peculiarly 
unfortunate lail Friday in my way to London; 
at Chatham, where I had the pleafure indeed 
of feeing Lady Rothes reftored to perfect 
health, I fought in vain for Mr. Langjton 
among the new ravelines and counterfcairps ; 
and. at.Dartford I had the mortification to 
find, that you, my dear Lord, were not in 
camp, where I was not without hope of pafs-^ 
ing an evening, which I am perfuaded would 
have been equally agreeable to us both. After 
a very tedious and uncomfortable paflage, I 
arfived at Margate on Wednefday night, 
having been out of England a month ex- 
adly, half of which time I fpent at Paris. 
In this interval I have feen, not indeed fo 
many men or fo many cities as the hero of 
the Odyfley, but a fufEcient number of both 
to have enlarged very conliderably the fphere 
of my knowledge. I have heard much and 
thought more; but the refult of all I have 
.heard and thought is, that the war, which I 
Life— V.J. Z 
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have invariably" and deliberately condemned 
as no lefs unjuft than impolitic, will continue 
very long to defolate the country of our 
brethren, and exhaufl our own. The prin- 
cipal objed of my late excurfion has been 
completely anfwered ; and I had more fuc- 
cefs than I at firft expeded in one or two 
fubordinate purfuits, profeffional and literary. 
I attended fome caufes at the palais, and have 
brought with me the works of a moll learned 
lawyer, whofe name and merit I fhall have 
the honour of making known to our coun- 
trymen. I obtained accefs alfo to a fine ma^ 
nufcript in the royal library, which has given 
me a more perfect atcqilaintance with the 
manners of the ancient Arabians ; and how 
-little foever I may value mere philology, con- 
fidered apart from the knowledge to which it 
leads, yet I fhall ever fet a high price on 
thofe branches of learning, which make us 
acquainted with the human fpecies in all its 
varieties. Paris itfelf, and all the roads to it 
are fo perfectly known to you, that an ac- 
count of my journey would be fuperfluous -, 
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and as to poUtJcs, I would cathei- converfe 
than write on a fubjeft fo very ferious ; not 
that 1 have any apprehenifions, as you well 
know, of the leaft danger, or even inconve- 
nience, to myfelf ; but many incidents hap- 
pen to letters, and in times like thafe, the 
poft is hardly to be trufted. This however 
I will fay, that as it is my fixed de%n, if I 
live to fee a peace, to write an impartial hif- 
tory of the war, I was defirous in France to 
be acquainted with as many of the American 
leaders as I could meet with ; and the fame 
.defire would have carried me to Amfterdam, 
if the feafort had not been^ fo far advanced. 
-AH the intelligence that I collededj'and all 
the obfervations that I rn^adq, you fhould 
.have heard on ,Friday evening :had you been 
in camp, and fliall hear in the courfe of cori- 
verfation when we nieet. I rejoice to hear 
fince my return, that Lord jSpencer is much 
better. Farewell, my dear 'Lord, you are 
more fully allured than formal words can ex- 
prefs, how fincqrely I am, &c. 



z 2 



340 
Mr. JONES to Mr. CARTWRIGHT. 

DEAR SIR, ■^«»- 12, 1780. 

You have fo fully proved the 
favourable opinion, which you do me the 
honour to entertain of me, that I ain per- 
fuaded you acquit me of any culpable, negled 
in delaying for more than two months to an- 
fwer your very obliging letter. The truth 
is, that I had but j^ifl received it when I 
found myfelf obliged to leave England on 
very preffing bufinefs ; and I have not long 
been returned from Paris. The hurry of 
preparing myfelf for fo long a journey at 
fuch a feafon, left me no time for giving you 
my hearty thanks, which I now moft fin- 
cerely requeft you to accept, both for your 
kin4 letter, dnd for the very elegant fonnet*, 

* SONNET. 

To Sir William Jones, 

On his being a candidate to represent the University of 

Oxford in Parliament, 1780. 

In Learning's field, diversified and wide. 

The narrow beaten track is all we trace : 
^ How few; like thee, of that unmeasur'd space 
Can boast, and justly boast, no part untried I 
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with "which you have rewarded me abund- 
antlyfor my humble labours in the field of 
literature. I give you my word that youi; 
letters and verfes have greatly encouraged me 
in proceeding as expeditioufly as I am able, 
to fend abroad nxj /even Arabian poets ; and 
I propofe to fpend next month at Cambridge, 
in order to finifh my little work, and to 
make ufe of a rare manufcript in the library 
of Trinity College ; my own manufcript, 
which was copied for me at Aleppo, is very 
beautiful, but unfortunately not very corredt. 
You may depend on receiving a copy as foon 
as it can be printed. 

How happy I fhall be if I fhould be able 

Yet rest not here alone thy honest pride, 

The pride that prompts thy literary chace; 

"With unremitting strength and rapid pace 
'Tis thine to run, and scorn to be denied ! 
Thy early Genius, spurning Time's controul. 
Had reach'd, ere others start, the distant goal. 
Marking the bright career that thou hast run. 

With due regard thy toils may Oxford see, 
And, justly proud of her superior son, 

Repay the honour that she boasts in thee. 

Poems bi/ Edmund Cartwright, M. A. 1803. p. 111. 
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td wait upon you in Leicefterfhrre,, or to fee 
you in London, and affure you in perfon 
that I am, 

, With the greateft fmcerity, &c. 

W. Jones. 

From the public occurrences in which Mr. 
Jones was engaged, I now turn to a domeftic 
calamity, the death of his mother, which in- 
volved him in the deepeft affliction. If, as a 
parent, fhe had the ftrongeft claims upon the 
gratitude and affeiiion of her fon, the obliga- 
tions of filial duty were never more cheerfully 
and zealoufly difcharged than by Mr. Jones. 
To her able inftruulion he was indebted for 
the firft rudiments of literature; fhe di- 
rected his early fludies, formed his habits 
and his taflej and, by the clofell atten- 
tion to economy, was enabled to promote his 
progrefs in learning by fupplying the funds 
for this purpofe. From the period of his 
obtaining a fellowfhip, he had declined re^ 
ceiving any affiftance from her purfe ; and 
as his profeflional profits increafed, his own 
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was ever at her difpbfal. Purlng his refi- 
dence at Oxford, the time which he did not 
employ in ftudy or college duties, was de- 
voted to her ; his attention was equally the 
refult of principle and aifedtion. She was 
the confidant of his plans, hopes, and occu- 
pations, and lie invariably confulted her on 
all occafions, where his more important in- 
terefts were concerned. The kindnefs, as 
well as the fincerity of his afFeftion, was 
{hewn in numberlefs inftances, which never 
failed to attradi the obfervation of his friends 
and aflbciates, although they are too minute 
to be particularized, and the fatisfadtion which 
he derived from the diftind:ion to which his 
abilities had raifed him, was redoubled from 
the coniideration that his mother participated 
in it. I regret that none of his letters to his 
mother have been prefgrved, as they would 
have exhibited an amiable and ftriking part 
of his character *. 

* I transcribe the following memorandum from the 
hand-writing of Mr. Jones ; 

Anno ^tat: 33. 

Resolved 
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The remaining correfpondence of this year 
between Mr. Jones and his friends, is not 
important : I feled from it only two letters, 
which cannot fail to pleafe, although they 
may not be particularly interefting. 

Eesolved to learn no more rudiments of any kind, but 
to perfect rajseli'in, 

First, 12 languages, as the means of acquiring accurate 
knowledge of the 

I. HISTOR.Y 
■ ' of 

I.Man. 2. Nature. 

II. ARTS. 

l.Rhetorick. 2. Poetry. 3. Painting. 4. Music. 

III. S^CIENCES. 
1. Law. 2. Mathematics. 3. Dialectic. 

N. B. Every species of human knowledge may be re- 
duced to one or other of these divisions. Even law be- 
longs partly to the History of M^n, partly as a science, 
to dialectic. 

The 12 languages are, 

Greek, 

Latin, 

Italian, French, Spanish, Portuguese, 

Hebrew, Arabic, 

Persian, 

Turkish, 

German, English, 

17S0. 
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Mr. JONES to the Bifliop of St. ASAPH. 

MY LORD, • Nffvember 23, 1780. 

Had I not been prevented by 
particular bufinefs from writing to your lord- 
fliip on Tuefday evening, and yefterday, I 
would have informed you before, that we 
had done ourfelves the honour (and a very 
great one we fhall ever efteem it) of eledling 
your lordfhip a member of our club *. The 
eleflion was of courfe unanimous, and it was 
carried with the fmcere approbation and'ea- 
gernefs of all prefent. I am forry to add, 
that Lord Camden and the Bifhop of Chefter 
were rejedled. When Bifliops and Chan- 
cellors honour us with offering to dine with 
us at a tavern, it feems very extraordinary 
that we Ihould ever reject fuch an offer ; but 

* Generally known by the name of the Turk'' s-Ii end 
Club, held in Gerrard Street, Soho. The establishment 
, of this club was first proposed by Sir Joshua Reynolds to 
Burke and Johnson, and the original members of it were 
the friends of these thi-ee. The number of mefnbers 
was gradually increased to forty, comprehending men of 
the most distinguished character?, and eminent for their ' 
learning, talents, and abilities. 
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there is no realbning qn the caprice of men. 
Of our club I will only fay, that there is no 
branch of human knowledge, on which fome 
of our members are not capable of giving in- 
formation, and I truft that as the honour 
will be ours, fo your lordfhip will receive 
fome pleafure from the company once a fort- 
night, of fome of our firft writers and critics, 
as well as our moft virtuous fenators and ac- 
complifhed men. I think myfelf highly 
honoured in having been a member of this 
fociety near ten years, and chiefly in having 
contributed to add fuch names to the number 
of our friends as thofe of your lordihip ancj 
lord Althorp, I fpoke yellcrday in Weft-. 
minfter-Hall for two hours and a half, on a 
knotty point of law, and this morning for 
abov-e an hour, on a very interefting publie 
queftion; to-morrow I muft argue a great 
caufe, and am therefore obliged to conclude 
with afluriftg 

Your lordfhip, that I am, 
With the higheft, &c. 

W. Jones. 
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The Bifhop of St. ASAPH to Mr. 
JONES. 

DEAR SIR, November 2T. 

You was preverited by Sir 
Jofhua Reynolds in your kind intentions of 
giving me the earlieft notice of the honour 
you have done me. I believe Mr. Fox will 
allow me to fay, that the honour of being 
eledted into the Turk's-Head Club is not in- 
ferior to that of being the reprefentative of 
Weflminfter or Surry. The electors are cer- 
tainly more difmterefted, and I fhould fay 
they were much better judges of merit, if 
they had not rejedled Lord Camden and 
chofen me. I flatter myfelf with the hopes 
of great pleafure and improvement in fuch 
a fociety as you defcribe, which indeed is the 
only club of which I ever wifhed myfelf a 
member. 

Though I am much flattered with hearing 
from you, I was delighted with the caufe of 
your delaying to write. Your talents have 
found means, by their own weight, to open 
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the way to public notice and employment, 
which could not long be fhut againft them. 
Your pleadings for the nephew againft the 
daughter promife fomething very curious in 
the particulars of the cafe, which feems to 
call for great abilities to defend it. 

I would not negledl the firft opportunity 
of anfwering your very obliging letter, 
though it being early poft day, I am forced 
to write in a greater hurry than I could 
wifh. 

I am, &c. 

J. S!r. A. 
After an interval of fix years, we find 
Mr. Jones retracing his favourite haunts with 
the Arabian mufes. He devoted the leifure 
hours of the winter of 17 80-1 to complete 
his tranllation of kY&n ancient poems of the 
higheft repute in Arabia*. Literature, por 

* At the beginning of the seventh century, the Ara- 
bic language was brought to a high degree of perfection, 
by a sort of poetical tcademy, that used to assemble at 
stated times in a place called Ocadh, where every poet 
produced his best composition, and vt^as sure to meet 
with the applause that it deserved : the most excellent of 
these poems were transcribed in characters of gold upon 
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IklcS, profeffional ftudies and practice, all 
had a fhare of his. attention ; but the princi- 
pal objedt of his hop6s and ambition was the 
vacant feat on the .bench in India, to which 
he looked forward with increafmg anxiety. 
The marriage of Lord Althorp" with Mifs 
Bingham, daughter of Lord Lucan, was too 
intcrefting an event to pafs unnoticed by Mr. 

Egyptian paper, and hung up in the Temple of Mecca, 
whence they were named Mbzahebat, or golden, and 
Moallakat, or suspended : the poems of this sort were 
called Casseldas or Eclogues,, seven of wiuch. are pre- 
served in our libraries, and are considered" as the finest 
that were written before the time of MohammeS. 

Essay on the Poetry of the Eastern natibns. 

Works, vol. X. p. 341. 
i ■ 1 ' ' ■" " ' 

It may be satisfactory to the reader who does not pos- 
sess the works of Sir Wm. Jones, to read his metrical 
imitation of a passage in the ith Eclogue. [ 

But ah !' thou know'st not in what youthful play,- 
Our nights, beguil'd with pleasure, swam away 5 
Gay songs, and cheerful tales, deceiv'd the time. 
And circling gobletsmade a tuneful chime; 
Sweet was the draught, and sweet the blooming maid, 
"Who touch'd her lyre beneath the fragrant shade ; 
We sipp'd till morning purpled every plain ; 
The damsels slumber'd, but we sipp'd again ; 
The waking birds, that sung on every tree 
Their early notes, were not so blythe as we. 
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Jones ; and he celebrated the nuptiak of his 
•friend in a -very poetica;! ode, under the title 
of the Mufe .recalled* . This corapoiition, 
the didlate'of friendfhip, and offspring of 
.genius, was written in the courfe of a few 
hours. His poetic tklents were alfo exerted 
in a canfe ever near-eft to his heart, that of 
liberty: hexeftrung the lyre of Alcseus, and 
produced a fhort odef in the genuine fpirit 
of the .patriot and poet, whom he imitated. 
Thefe were his amufements. The refult of 
his profeffional ftudies was an Eflay on the 
Law of Bailments. He divided and treated 
the fubjedt under the diftincft heads of arfa- 
lyfis, hiftory, and synthefis ; and intimates 
an intention, if the method ufed in this trafl: 
fliould be approved, and on thefuppofition 
of future leifure, to difcufs in the fame form 
every branch of Englifh law, civil and cri- 
minal, private and public ; and he concludes 
the Effay with the following jufl and elegant 
reflections. 

* Ayorks, vol. X. p. 381, f Works, vol. x. p. 38^. 
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'^' The great fyftem of jurifprudence, like 
" that of the Univerfe, confifts of many fub- 
" ordinate fyfteitts, all 'of which are con- 
*' ne£ted T^y nice links and beautiful depen- 
*' dencies ; and each of them, as ' I have fully 
" perfuaded myfelf, is reducible to a few 
*' plain elements^ either the wife maxims d 
*' national policy and general convenience, 
*' or the f.ojiti've rules of our forefathers, 
*' which are feldom deficrent in wifdom or 
*' utility; if law be a fcience^ and really 
" deferve fo fublime a name, it mull be 
" founded on principle, and claim an ex^ 
'' alted rank in the empire of xeafon ; but if 
*' it be merely an xmcomiefted feries of de- 
*' crees and ordinances, its ufe may remain, 
*' though its dignity be leffened ; and he will 
" become the greateft lawyer who has the 
" ftrongeft habitual, or artificial jnemory. ^ In 
" pra61ice, law certainly employs two of the 
" mental faculties; reqfon in the primary 
*' inveftigation of points entirely new, and 
*' memory, in tranfmitting the reafon of fage 
" and learned men, to which our own ought 
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" invariably to yield, if not from a becoming 

" modefty, at leaft from a juft attentiorl-to 

" that objedt, for which all laws are framed, 

^ " and all > focieties inftituted, the good of 

** MANKIND." :?■- 

Nothing can more ftrongly evince the pre- 
diledlion of Mr. Jones for his profeffional 
ftudies, and his anxiety to acquire a know- 
ledge of the general principles and pradice 
of law, than a work which he undertook 
about this period, the tranflation of an Ara- 
bian poem on the Mohammedan law of fuc- 
ceflion to the property of inteftates*. The 
fubje£t of the original is dry, the diction ol>- 
fcure ; it exhibits no rhetorical flowers, no 
poetical ornament; and even the partiality of 
Mr. Jones for Eaftern literature could never 
have induced him to engage i in a work of 
this nature, if he had not thought it con- 
nedted'with objecls of information and, uti- 
lity. In the expectation of obtaining the 
fituation of ian Indian judge, this law traft 
, probably recommended itfelf to his notice, 

* Works, vol. viii. p. 183. 
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as he could not but forefee that a knowledge 
of Mohammedan law would be eflential to 
the performance of the duties of that fta- 
tion. • 

The reader will recoiled: how much the 
public attention was occupied in the year 
1782, with the attempts to procure, by con- 
ftitutional means, a reformation of parliament. 
It would have been furprifing if Mr. Jones had 
remained an idle fpedator on an occalion, 
which of all others was moft interefting to 
his feelings, ^.ed by his profeffional ftudies 
to an enthufiaftic veneration for the princi- 
ples of the conftitution of his country, hp 
was anxious that the form of it fhould in all 
relpe<9:s correfpond with them ; " but, as the 
" form in a courfe of > years is apt to deviate 
*' widely from the fpirit, it became (in his 
'* opinion) expedient almoft every century 
*' to reftore its genuine purity and lovelinefs.". 
Thefe fentiments he expreffed in a fpeech to 
the inhabitants of the counties of Middlefex 
and Surry, the cities of London and Weft- 

minfter, and the borough of Southwark, af- 
Life—W.l. AA* 
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fembled at the London Tavern on the 28th 
qf May, 1782,' to confider on the means 
of procuring a reformation of parliament. 
The firft refolution adopted by the meeting, 
and in which he expreifed his mod fm'cere 
concurrence, was, that petitions ought to be 
■prepared for a more complete reprefentation 
of the people; and the pofition which he 
endeavoured to imprefs upon the minds of 
his audience was this, that the fpirit: of our 
conftitution requires a reprefentation of the 
people, nearly equal, and nearly univerfal. 
This fpeech has long been before the public, 
and I ihall therefore only notice his declara- 
tion in the advertifement prefixed to it, that, 
" what offence the publication might give, 
•' either in part, or in the whole, was the 
*' lafl: and leafl: of his cares : his firft and 
" greateft was to fpeak on all occafions what 
" he conceived to be juft and true;" and 
the conclufion, in which he tells his audience 
that " the people of England can only exped 
" to be happy, and moft glorious, while they 
•* are the freeft, and can only become the 
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" freeft, when they fhall be the moft vir- 
*' tuous and moft enlightened of nations." 
It was about the fame period that he com- 
pofed a very fpirited ode, in imitation of Cal- 
Hftratus, which has appeared in a variety of 
pefriodical publications, and is publifhed in 
his works*. 

In the fummer of this year*, Mr* Jones 
again vifited France, in the intention of pro- 
ceeding thence to America. The objed: of 
this journey was profeflional, to procure the 
reftitution of a very large eftate of a client 
and friend, which had been attached by an 
order of the States, who had threatened the 
confifcation of the property, unlefs the owner 
appeared in perfon to claim it. This objeift 
is mentioned by Mr. Jones in his correfpond- 
ence, and his own evidence will be conclu- 
five againft fome furmifes and infinuations, 
which were propagated refpefting the mo- 
tives of his intended journey. The irrefolu- 
tion of his friend, increafed by ihdifpofition, 
prevented the execution of the plan ; and 

* Vol. X. p. 391. 
A A 2 
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Mr. Jones, after having p rocured a paflport 
from Franklin, the American mmifter at the 
court of France, returned to England through 
Normandy and Holland. 

For other details relating to his life, dur- 
ing the years 1781 and 1782, I refer to his, 
Gorrefpondcnce. 

Mr. JONES to Mr. CARTWRIGHT. 

DEAR SIR, ^f^y 1' 1'81- 

I take the liherty to fend you 
(as my Arabian poets are not yet ready to 
wait upon you) a paraphrafe of a Greek 
fragment, which came into my head thia 
ipring in my way to Wales*. I make no 

* In his journey through life, Mr. Jones seldom over- 
looked the opportunities of gathering the flowers which 
chance presented, or of displaying, for the entertainment- 
of his friends, the storey which he had collecteji. A. 
variety of poetical ,comjJosLtions was produced by him 
during his circuits, to enliven the intervals of legal la- 
bour. Of these a few have been preserved, and amongst 
them the following elegant song, the offspring of genius- 
and innocent gaiety. It was written by Mr. Jones, some 
years before the period of his life at which I am now 
arrived, when he was a very youn^' man, during one of 
his first circuits, for the express purpose of being sung, 
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doubt of yotir continuing to cultivate thje 
Mufes, by whom you are fd highly favoured, 

at a kind of fete champetre, vrhich the barristers held oiV' 
the banks of the Wye. 

Fair Tivy, how sweet are thy waves gently flowing. 

Thy wild oaken woodsj and green eglantine bow'rs, 
Thy banks with the blush-rose and amaranth glowing, 

While friendship and mirth claim these labourlesshoursl 
Yet weak is our vaunt, while something we want, 
More sweet than the pleasure which prospects can give; 
Come, smile, damsels of Cardigan, 
Love can alone make it blissful to live. 

How sweet is the odour of jasmine and roses, 

That Zephyr around us so lavishly flings \ 
Perhaps for Bleanpant * fresh perfume he composes, 

Or tidings from Bronwithf auspiciously brings ; 
Yet weak is our vaunt, while something we want. 
More sweet than the pleasure which odours can give : 
Come, smile, damsels of Cardigan, 
Love can alone make it blissful to live. 

How sweet was the strain that enliven' d the spirit. 
And cheer'd us with numbers so frolic and free ? 
The poet is absent; be just to his merit; 

Ah! may he in love be more happy than we; 

For weak is our vaunt, while something we want. 

More sweet than the pleasure the muses can give : 

Come, smile, damsels of Cardigan, 

Love can alone make it blissful to live. 



* The seat of W. Brigstocke, Esq. 
t The seat of Thoj. Uoyd, ESq. 
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and hope you will from time to time tranf-. 
mit the fruit of their favours to, &c. 

William Jones. 

How gay is the circle of friends round a table, 

.Where stately Kilgarran* o'erhangs the brown dalej 
Where none are unwilling, and few are unable. 

To sing a wild song, or repeat a wild tale ! 
Yet weak is our vaunt, while something we want, 
More sweet than the pleasure t)\?it friendship can give : 
Come, smile,, damsels of Cardigan, 
Love can alone make it blissful to live. 

No longer then pore over dark gothic pages. 

To cuU a rude gibberish from Neatham or Brooke; 
Leave year-books and parchments to grey-bearded sages ; 

Be nature and Ipve, and fair woman, our book; 
For weak is our vaunt, while something we want. 
More sweet than the pleasure that learning can g^ye : 
Come, smile, damsels of Cardigan, 
Love can alone make it blissful to live. 

Admit that our labours we're crown'd with full measure. 

And gold were the fruit of rhetorical flow'rs. 
That India supplied us with long-hoarded treasure, 

That Dinevorf , SlebeckJ, and Coidsmore|| were ours; 
Yet weak is our vaunt, while something we want. 
More sweet than the pleasure that riches can give: 
Come, smile, damsels of Cardigan, 
Love can alone njake it blissful to live. 



* A ruin of a castl$ on the banks of the Tivy. 

f Seat of Lord Dinevor's, near Landelo, in Carmarthen. 

t Seat of Philips, Esq. near Haverford Wes<. 

II Seat of Thomas Lloyd, Esq. near Cardigan. 
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From the Bifliop of St. ASAPH to 
Mr. JONES. 

DEAR SIR, Mai/ 28, 1781. 

You have my heft and ear- 
lieft' thanks for your ode in the true Grecian 
tafte and fpirit. I remember to have feen a 
fragment of Alcseus, but I cannot find it' in 
Ariflides, of whom I have only Cantern's 
fmall edition. The feed you found there you 
have quickened by the warmth of true genius 
into a noble produ(9:ion. I cannot help ob-" 
ferving that Alpasus, like other good poets 
and patriots, was condemned for life to be' 
in the minority, I am, &c. 

J. St. Asaph, 



Or say, that, preferring fair Thames to fair Tivy, 

We gain'd the bright ermine robes, purple and red ; 
And peep'd thro' long perukes, like owlets thro' ivy. 

Or say, that bright coronets blaz'd on our head ; 
Yet weak is our vaunt, while something we want. 
More sweet than the pleasure that honours can give : 
Come, smile, damsels of Cardigan, 
Lore can alone make it blissful to live. 
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I hope you will not forget, that when you 
have leifure, your friends at Twyford will 
be very happy to fee you. 

Mr, BURKE to Mr. JONES. 

I do not know how I can 
juftify myfelf in the liberty I take with 
you, but confiding in your humanity and 
condefcenfion, I beg, if you have leifure 
for it, that you would be fo kind as to break' 
fail with me, and afllft me with your opinion 
and advice on the conduct of the Bengal 
Bill. The natives of the E^ft, to whofe li- 
terature you have done fo much juftice, are 
particularly under your protedlion for their 
rights. I have the honour to be, with the 
higheft efteem and regard, dear Sir, 
Your mod faithful and obedient 
humble fervant, 

Edmund Burke. 
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* Mr. JONES to H. A. SCHULTENS, 

June^ 1*781. 
You are not ignorant of my 
i!entiments on this moft abominable war j the 
enclofed irtiitation of an ode of AIgecus will 
clearly prove my deteftation of ty fanny, Tsvf 
zeal and exertions in the caufe of liberty. 
Literature, which isj and ought to be, ever 
connected with humanity, will never, I truft, 
be degraded by a fratricidal war between the 
learned, particularly thofe who purfue the 
fame ftudies. Do you therefore, though a 
native of Holland, preferve that aflfe£tion for 
me, which I, an Englilhman, have, and 
ihall ever retain for you. 
, I have tranflated into Englifh, without the 
omiffion of a fingle line, the feven Jttfpended 
poems of our Arabs, and mean to publifh 
the whole with notes, and a diflertation on 
the ancient monuments of Arabia, in the 
next fummer vacation. 

I poffefe the Commentary of Tabrizi ; and 

* Appendix, No. 37. 
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I have been obligingly furniilied from Tri- 
nity College, Cambridge, with the Para- 
phrafe of Zouzini, and his fhort and excel- 
lent notes. At Oxford, we have the notes 
and Perfic verfion of Sadi, the Scholia of 
Anfari, and the fine edition of Obeidolla; 
but I am anxious to infpedt all editions and 
commentaries. Your illuftrious grandfather, 
for whofe memory, as in duty bound, I pre- 
ferve the greateft refpe£l, pronounces thefe 
poems worthy of immortality, and fays, if 
I do not miftake, that he tranfcribed the ma- 
nufcript of Nahafi, at Leyden, for his own 
ufe. I alfo obferved in the copious catalogue 
of the Schultenfian library, (one copy of 
which I delivered to my friend Hunter) 
thefe words, " 6990. The feven Moallakat 
" Arabic, moil beautifully written.". Has 
this been purchafed by any one ? at what 
price will it be difpofed of? I lament that I 
did not buy it, but being tied up at that time 
myfelf, by various important, occupations, I 
could npt beftow a thought on the fufpended 
poems. 
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Aflift me, I befeech you, in the name of 
the Mufes, with materials for perfeding my 
work ; colle6t from your {lores any notes, or 
various readings which you may pofTefs, and 
communicate them to me. 1 have mentioned 
in my preliminary difcourfe, your Philarabic 
family*, and have more to fay aibout it both 



* Albert Schultens the grandfather, and J. J. Schul-r 
tens, the father of the person to whom this letter is ad- 
dressed, were both distinguished for their knowledge of 
Oriental, particularly Arabic, literature. The former was 
a German divine, born at Groningen, and, taught He- 
brew ancf the Oriental languages at Leyden, with great 
reputation for many years before his death, which hap- 
pened in J7f 1. He composed many works which shew 
profound learning and just criticism. Biog. Brit. He 
translated and explained the fifty dissertations of Hariri, 
although he sent abroad but kw of them, and published 
Ancient Memorials of Arabia, which Sir William Jones 
notices in an anniversary discourse delivered before the 
Asiatic society, in Calcutta, as the most pleasing of all 
his works. Of J. J. Schultens his son, I have little in- 
formation. In Reiske's correspondence, published by Ms 
widow, there is one letter from him dated Herborn, 1748, 
which manifests no ordinary 2eal in the writer for the 
promotion of Arabic hterature. I have no account of 
any publications by him, excepting two academical dis- 
sertations. The learning and labours of H. A. Schul- 
tens, are sufficiently apparent from his own letters and 
those of Mr. Jones. 
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true and honourable. I wifh particularly to 
know whether any of the feven poems, ex- 
cepting thofe of Amr*blkais and Tarafa, will 
be publifhed in Holland. You fhall receive 
my book, which will be elegantly bound by 
Baumgarten. 

My mother, whom I moft tenderly loved, 
was ever in my opinion the bell of women j 
I truft fhe is now the happieft. But my af- 
flidion for her lofs is inconfolable. I fhall 
be moft happy to hear that you and- your 
wife are well, and the early gratification of 
my wifhes will be an additional pleafure. 

Mr. JONES to Mr. GIBBON. 

Lamb's Buildmgs, June SOth, 1781. 
DEAR SIR, 

I have more than once 
fought, without having been fo fortunate as 
to obtain, a proper opportunity of thanking 
you very fincerely for the elegant compliment 
which you pay me, in a wbrk abounding in 
elegance of all kinds. 

My Seven Arabian Peels will fee the light 
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before next winter, and be proud to wait 
upon you in their Englifh drefs. Their wild 
produdions will, I flatter myfelf, be thought 
interfiling, and not venerable merely on ac- 
count of their antiquity. 

In the mean while, let me requeft you to 
honour me with accepting a, copy of a Law 
Tracft, which is not yet publifhed : the fub- 
jedl is fo generally important, that I make 
no apology for fending you a profeflional 
work. 

You muft pardon my inveterate hatred of 
C. Odtavianus, bafeiy furnamed Auguftus. 
I feel myfelf unable to forgive the death of 
Cicero, which, if he did not promote, he 
might have prevented. Befides, even Mecae- 
nas knew the cruelty of his difpolition, and 
ventured to reproach him with it. In fhort, 
I have not Chrijlian charity for him. 

With regard to Afiatic letters, a neceflary at- 
tention to my profeffion will compel me whol- 
ly and eternally to abandon them, unlefs Lord 
North (to whom I am already under no fmall 
obligation) ihould think me worthy to concur 
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m the improved adminiftration of juftke \tt 
Bengal, and fhould .appoint me to fupply the 
vacancy on the India Bench. Were that 
appointment to take place this year, I fhould 
probably travel, for fpeed, through part of 
Egypt and Arabia, and fhould be able, in 
my way, to procure many Eaftern tra£ts of 
literatgre and jurifprudence. I might be- 
come a good Mahomedan lawyer before I 
readied Calcutta, and, in my vacations, 
fhould find leifure to explain, in my native 
language, whatever the Arabs, Perfians, and 
Turks, have written on fcience, hiftory, and 
the fine arts. 

My happinefs by no means depends ort 
obtaining this appointment, as I am in eafy 
circumftances without my profeffion, and 
have flattering profpeds in it; but if the pre- 
fent fummer and the enfuing autumn elapfe 
without my receiving any anfwer, favourable 
or unfavourable, I fhall be forced to confider 
that filence as a polite refufal, and, haying 
given fmcere thanks for paft favours, fhall 
entirely drop all thoughts of Afia^ and, 
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" deep as ever plummet founded, fhall drowa 
*' my Perfian books." If my politics have 
given offence, it would be manly in minif- 
ters to tell me fo. I fhall never be perjonally 
hoftile to them, nor enlift under party ban- 
ners of any colour ; but 1 will never refign 
my opinions for intereji, though I would 
cheerfully abandon them on canviBioru My 
reafon, fuch as it is, can only be controlled 
by better reafon, to which I am ever open- 
As to my freedom of thought, fpeech, and 
a£tion, I fliall ever fay what Charles XII- 
wrote under the map of Riga, " Dieu me 
I'a donnee; le diable ne me I'otera pas." But' 
the fair anfwer to this objedtion is, that my 
fyftem is purely fpeculative, and has no rela- 
tion to my feat on the bench in Jndia, where 
I fhould hardly think of inftr'uding the Gen- 
toos in the maxims of the Athenians. I be- 
lieve I ihould not have troubled you with 
this letter, if I did not fear that your attend- 
ance in parliament might deprive me jof the 
pleafure of meeting you at the club next 
Tuefday; and I fliall go to Oxford a few 
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days after. At all times, and In all placed, 
I fliall ever be, with urldiflembled regard, 
dear Sir, your much obliged and faithful 
fervant, 

W- Jones. 

The Bifhop of St. ASAPH to Mr. 
JONES. 

DEAR SIR ; Nov. 3, 1781. 

A letter from you is always 
welcome, come fooner or later; yet I cannot 
help rejoicing at that ceafelefs hurry of bufi- 
nefs, which occafioned your delay in writing, 
and piade me lofe a very valuable vifit. 
Riches and reputation, after fhewing a little 
coynefs at firft, are now making their ad- 
vances at a very great rate, and will foon be 
as lavifli of their charms as you could wifh ; 
yet I know you think too liberally, to let 
either your friends or your liberty fuffer by. 
their engrofling you too much. 

I thank you for the nuptial ode, which, 
notwithftanding its incorre£tnefs, which you 
need not complain, of, is the mofl genuine 
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imitation of Pindar I have ever feen^ I 
don't know? whether I can afient to your cri- 
ticifm on the word replete, that it is never 
ufed in a good fenfe* Were it left to me, 
I would ufe it in no fenfe* It has but little 
meaning. It was never naturalized in con- 
verfation, or in profe, and I think makes no 
figure in verfe. 

I have another prefent of value to thank 
you for, — your effay on the Law of Bail- 
ments. To own the truth, your name to the 
advertifement made me impatient, and I had 
fent for it and read it before. It appears to 
me to be clear, juft, a^d accurate, I mean as 
clear as the fubjedl will permit. My want 
of law language, and perhaps of a legal un~ 
derftanding, made me feel great difficulty in 
following you through your very ingenious, 
diftin^ions and confequences, of which I 
thought 1 could perceive the foUdity. I fore- 
,tell that this will be your laft work. For the 
future your bufinefs and the public will allow 
ypu to write no more. 

Though I fear it will not be confiftent 

Life-r-V. I, B B 



with your employment in Weftmlnfter-Hall, 
I cannot help telling yoH, that for as many* 
days as you can fpare between this time and 
the meeting of parliameBt you will find a 
warm bed, and a hearty welcome at Chilbol- 
ton. Mps. Shipley and her daughters de- 
fire theip compliments, and join in the invi- 
tation. I am, &c. 
'-• • J. St. Asaph. 

r; . ■- " T 

Mr. JONES t®. Mp. CARTWRIGHT. 

DEAR SIR J i)a-.20,178U 

Since I received your obliging /■ 
letter an interval of fix months has ekpfed, 
but in all that interval, I have either been, 
deeply engaged in profeffional labours, or 
confined by illnefs : I have enjoyed no reft. 
At this moment I am flowly recoveritig from 
a fevere inflammatory diforder ; yet your let- 
ter and yo,ur fine fonnets have remained con- 
flantly On my mind, and I now take up my 
pen to thank you moft warmly for the plea- 
fure which ihey have given me. 1 hope my 
friend Watfon has feen the noble wreath of 
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laurel which your animated mufe has wovea 

for him. I entreat you, to fend me the two 

others, which I long to fee. The few copies 

which Were printed of the Latin ode are fo 

difperfed, that I have not one for rayfelf^ 

and would print a few more, if a learned 

friend of mine had not engaged to publifh it 

with notes, hiftorical and critical, for want of 

which, it is in fame parts obfcure^ You may. 

depend on receiving ©ne of the firft copies -that 

can fee the light, and toy feven Arabian poets 

will wait upon you as foon as the Europeaft 

dreffes are finifhed. I take the liberty to en- : 

clofe an ode compofed without preparation, 

and almoft without any premeditation : it ia 

the work of a few hours. In truth, when I 

attended the wedding, I had no thought of 

writing, but the young ladies Would not 

hear of an excufe : you muft therefore 

make all due allowance for poetry by com- 

pulfion. 

I am, &c. 



B B 2 
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Mr. JONES to Lord ALTHORP. 

Janvury 5, 1782, 
O la bella cofa ilfar nienfe ! This was 
my exclamation, my dear Lord, on the 1 2th 
of laft month, when I found myfelf, as I 
thought, at liberty to be a rambler, or an 
idler, or any thing I pleafed : but my mal di 
gala took ample revenge for my abufe and 
contempt of it, when I wrote to you, by 
confining me twelve days with a fever and 
quinfey: and I am now fo cramped by the 
approachiijig feffion at Oxford, that I cannot 
make any long excurfion. I enclofe my tra- 
gical fong of •' a fhepherdefs going," with 
Mazzanti's mufic, of which my opinion at 
prefent is, that the modulation is very artifi- 
cial, and the harmony good, but that PergQ- 
lefi (whom the modern Italians are fuch pup- 
pies as to undervalue) would have made it 
more pathetic and heart-rending^ if I may 
compofe fuch a word. I long to hear it 
fung by Mrs. Poyntz. Pray prqfent the 
enclofed, in my name, to Lady Althorp. I 
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hope that I fliall in a fhort time be able to 
think of you, when I read thefe charming 
lines of Catullus* : 

And soon to be completely blest. 
Soon may a young Torquatus rise J 
- Who, hanging on his mother's breast. 

To his known sire shall turn his eyes, , 
Ouf-stretch his infant arms awhile. 
Half ope his little lips and smile. 

(Printed Translation.) 

What a beautiful pifture ! can Domini- 
chino equal it ? How weak are all arts in 
comparifon of poetry and rhetoric ! Inftead 
however of Torquatus, I would read Spen- 
cerus. Do you not think that I have dif- 
covered the true ufe of the fine arts, namely, 
in relaxing the mind after toil ? Man was 
born for labour \ his configuration, his paf- 
fions, his reftlefsnefs, all prove it j but labour 
would wear him out, and the purpofe of it 

* The original is quoted by Mr. Jones : — 
Torquatus volo parvulus, 
Matris e gremio suse 
Porrigens teneras manus, 
Duke rideat ad patrem, 
Seml-hiante labello. 
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be ^fys.t^,,- if he haul n.ot intervals of plea^ 
Jur^ ; ^x\d ucslefa that pleafure he iii^noi^e^t, 
both he and fociety muft fuffer. Now wh^t 
pleafures are more harmlefs, if they be no- 
thing elfe^j than thofe afforded by polite arts 
and polite literature ? Love vv^as given us by 
the Author of bui; being as the reward of 
virtue, and the folace of care ; but the bafe 
and fordid forms oi ^artificial, (which! op- 
pofe to. natural,') fociety in which we live, 
have encircled that heavenly rofe with fo 
many thorns^ tliat'the wea-Ith'y alone can ga-. 
tker it wilh prudence. On the other hm^% 
m.ere pleafure, to which the idle are not juft^ 
ly entitled, foon fatiates, and leaves a vacuity 
in the mind more unpleafant than aftual 
pain. A juft mixture, or interchange of la- 
bour and pieafures, appears alonje conVlucive 
to fuch happinefs as this life affords. Fare- 
well. I have no room to add my ufelefs 
name, and Hill, more ufelefs profeffions of 
friendfhip. 

• * * * -* * * ~ 
The fentiments expreffed; in this letter do 
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credit to the heart arid underftahding of Mr. 
..Jones; they exhibit the pure feeUngs of an 
uncorrupted mind; but in giving thetci to 
the public, I deem it a 4htj to ohferve, that 
.though a juft mixture of labours and p!ed- 
.fureSj (ftich innoeeiit pleafures as Mr. Jones 
defcribes, and fuch only as he tvtt enjoyed,)' 
is greatly conducive to the happinefs of this 
life, the true foundation of real happinefs 
muft be fought in a higher fource. In the 
unpremeditated effufions Of friendly c^rre- 
fpondence, expreffions are not to be ferupu- 
loully weighed, nor rigoroufly criticifed ; 
hvtt I feci a confidence, which the reader, if 
ke perufes the whok of thefe memorrs, will 
participate with me, that Mr.' Jones would 
have himfelf approved the obfervation which 
I hav« made upon his letter. 
. In March of this year, a propofal was 
made to Mr. Jones, to become a' membei- of 
the fociety for conftitutional information, aiid 
it appears from a letter which he wrote to the 
fecretary of the fociety, iri reply, that he" 
readily accepted it. To prove that he was 
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not regardlefs of the objeds of .the fociety's 
inftitution, a fliort time afterwards he ad- 
drefled a fecond letter to the fecretary, for 
the exprefs purpofe of confuting fome doc- 
trines in the writings of the, celebrated Field- 
ing, which he thought dangerous to the con- 
ftitution of England ; I infert both from a 
periodical publication of 1787, in which 
they have been preferved, 

[ Mr. JONES to Mr. THOMAS YEATES, 

SIIj . Lamb's Buildings, Jpril 25, 1783. 

It was not till within thefe very 
few days that I received, on my return from 
the circuit, your obliging letter, dated the 
1 8th of March, which, had 1 been fo fortunate 
as to receive earlier, I fhould have made a 
point of anfwering immediately. The fo- 
ciety for conftitutional information, by elect- 
ing me one of their members, will confer 
upon me an honqur which I am wholly un- 
confcious qf deferving, but which is fo flat- 
tering to me, that I accept of their offer with 
pleafure and gratitude. I fhould indeed long 
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ago have teftified my regard for fo ufeful an 
inftitution by an offer of my humble fervlce 
in promoting it, if I had not really defpair- 
edjn my prefent fituation of being able to 
attend your meetings as often as I fliould ar- 
dently wifh. 

My future life fhall certainly be devoted 
to the fupport of, that excellent conftitution, 
which it is the objed of your fociety to un- 
fold and elucidate ; and from this refolution 
long and deliberately made, no profpedis, no 
connections, no llati'on here or abroad, no 
fear of danger, or hope; of advantage to my- 
felf, fliall ever deter or allure me, , 

A form of government fo apparently con- 
ducive to the true happinefs of the Commu- 
nity, muft be admired as foon as it is undcr- 
ftood, and if reafon and virtue have any 
influence in human breafls, ought to be pre- 
ferved by any exertions, and at any hazard. 
Care muft now be taken, left by reducing 
the regal power to its juft level, we raife the 
ariftocratical to a dangerous height ; fince it 
is from the people that we can deduce the 
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obligation of ipuf laws, and the authority -of 
magiftr^ktes. . ,.-, .. 

On the people idepend the welfare, th^ 
fcGurtty^, and the permanence of every legafl 
government J in the people miift refide aM 
fubftantial power ; and to the people muft all 
thofe, in whofe ability and knowledge we 
fometimes wifely, often irnprudently confidef, 
be always accountabk for the due exercife of 
that power with which they are for a time 
entrufted. 

If the properties of all g'Ocjd government 
be confidered as duly diftifibuted in the dif» 
ferent parts- of our limited republic, good- 
nefs ought to be the diftinguifhed' at-trib-ute 
of the' crown, wifiJom of the ariftocracy, but 
power and fortitude of the poople. 

May jiuftice and humanity prevail in therii 

all! 

I am, Sir, 

Your very faithful and obedient fervant, 

\ ■- W. Jones. 
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Mr. JONES to Mr. THOMAS YEATES. 

Lamb's Buildings, Teviple^ June t, n82, 
SIR, 

I lately met with fomc daa- 
geroua . dodirkie concerning the conilitution 
of England^ in the ^(^(orks of an admired 
Englifh. Writer ; the ^Q^^'i'^e fo dangerous, 
that an immfediate confutation of it' feems 
highly, neceflary, and the writer fo admired, 
that his opinions, gaod or ba.d, muft natu- 
rally have a very gene-ral influence. It was 
th^ opinion, ia fliortv of the late ingenious 
Henry Fielding, that "the conflitytian of this 
" .iiland was nothing fix^d, but juft as vari- 
" ahleas its weather," 9,nd h^ treats the con- 
trary , nolion as 3, ridiculous error : now if 
this, dodtrine be well founded, our fociety 
will foon,. I imagine,, think it wife to diffolve 
themfelves, fiuce it is hardly confiftent with 
the, gravity of fenfible men to colled: and 
impart information like the makers of alma- 
nacks, upon any thing fo uncertain as the 
weather ; if on the other hand, the error be 
palpably on the fide of Mr. Fielding, you 
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will not only proceed with afllduity in your 
laudable defign of rendering our conftitution 
univerfally known, but will be at leaft equal 
in ufefulnefs and true dignity to any fociety 
that ever was formed. His words are thefe, 
in the preface to his tra6l, " On the Increafe 
" of Robberies," dedicated to Lord Chan- 
cellor Hardwicke : " There is nothing fo 
" much talked of and fo little underftood in 
" this country, as the conftitution. It is a 
*' word xn the mouth of every man j and 
*' yet when we come to difcourfe of the mat- 
, , *• ter, there is no fubjed: on which our ideas 
*' are more confufed and perplexed. Some, 
*' when/ they fpeak of the conftitution, con- 
" fine their notions to the law ; others to the 
" legiflature ; others, again, to the govern-!- 
*' ing or executive part ; and many there 
" are who jumble all thefe together in one 
'* idea. One error however is common to 
*' them all ; for all feem to have the concep- 
" tion of fomething uniform and permanent, 
" as if the conftitution of England partook 
" rather of the nature of the foil than of tho 
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" climate J and was as fixed and conftant as 
" the former, not as changing and variable 
*' as the latter. Now in this word, the con- 
" ftitution, are included the original and 
*• fundamental law of the kingdom, from 
*' whence all powers are derived, and by 
"which they are , circumfcribed ; all legifla- 
'* tive and executive authority, all thofe mu- 
*' nicipal provifions, which are commonly 
*• called laws ; and laftly, the cuftoms, man- 
'* ners, and habits of the people. Thefe 
"joined together do, I apprehend, form the 
" political, as the feveral rnembers of the 
" body, the animal economy, with the hu- 
" mours and habit, compofe that whifh is 
" called the natural conflitution." ; 

He adds a paragraph or two of elegant, 
but idle allufipns to the Platonic philofophy, 
as if we lived under the polity of Plato, not 
in the days of William the Norman. ^ Now 
of all words eafy to be comprehended, the 
eafieft, in my humble,, opinion, is^the word 
conflitution; it is the great fyllem of^public 
in contra- diftinaioa to private and criminal 
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law, and comprlfes all thcfe articles which 
Blackftone arranges in his firft volume, under . 
the rights of perfonsj and of which he gives 
a perfpicuous analyfis. Whatever then re- 
lates to the rights of perfons, either abfdltite 
rights, as the enjoyment of liberty^, fecurity, 
and property, or relative, that is in the pub- 
lic relations of magiftrates and people, makes 
A part of that majeftic whole, which we pro- 
perly call the conftitution. Of thofe magif- 
trates fome are fubordinate, and fome fu- 
preme ; as the legiflative or parliament, which 
ought to confift of delegates from every inde- 
pendent voice in the nation; and the execu- 
tive or the king, whofe legal rights for the 
general good are called prerogative. The 
'people are the aggriegate body or community, 
and are in an ecclefiaftical, civil, military, or 
maritime ftate. 

This conftitutional or public law is partly 
unwritten, and grounded upon immemorial 
ufage, and partly written or enaOied by the 
legiflative power, but the unwritten or com- 
mon law contains the true fpirit of our eon-- 
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ftltution : the wi-itten has often mofl:''unjuf- 
tifiably altered the form of it : the common 
law is the cenc6lcd; wifdom of many centu- 
ries, having been ufed itrid approved by fiic- 
cefEve generations, but the ftatutes frequently 
, contain the whims of a few leading men j 
and fometimes of the mere individuals em- 
ployed to draw them ; laftly, the unwritten 
law is eminently favom'ab'le, and the written 
generally hoftile to the abfolute rights of 
perfons. 

But thotigh this ineftimable law be called 
unwritten, yet the only evidence of it Is in 
writing pfeferved in the public records^" judi- 
cial, official, and parliamentary, and ex- 
plained in works of acknowledged authority. 
Pofitive a61s of the legiftature may indeed 
change the form of the conftitution ; but as 
in the fyftem of private' law, the narfownefs 
or rigour of our forenfic rules may be en- 
larged Or foftened' by the interpofition of 
parliament, (for our courts ' of- equity are 
wholly of a different natdre,) fb* all legiflative 
provifions, which oppofe the fpirit of the 
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conftitution, may be corredled agreeable t& 
that very fpirit, by the people or nation at 
large, who form as- it were, the .high court 
of appeal in cafes of conftitutional equity j 
and their fenfe muft be coUeded from the 
petitions which they prefent, exprefled with 
moderation and refpeft, yet with all the 
firmnefs which their caufe juftifies, and all 
the dignity which truly becomes them. 
I am, Sir, 
Your very faithful humble fervant, 

W. Jones. 

Mr. JONES to the Bifliop of St. ASAPH. 

Wimbledon Park, Sept. Lo, nsz. 
MY LORD, 

If your Lordflilp received my 
letter from Calais, you will not be much 
furprifed to fee the date of this, and the place 
where I now am writing, while Lady Spen- 
cer is making morning vilits. Mr. and Mrs. 
Poyntz have this inftant left us. Lord Al- 
thorp being in Northamptonfhire, I muft 
give myfelf fome confolation for my difap-r 
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polntment in miffing him, by fcribbling a 
few lines to him, as foon as I have finifhed- 
thefe with which I now trouble your lordfhip.: 
My excurfion to the United Pr&'pi^^es (which 
has been the fubftitute for my intended est- 
pedition to the United <S/^/^j) was extremely" 
pleafing and improving to me. I returned 
laft Monday, and finding all my friends dif- 
perfed in various parts of England* am go- 
ing for a few days into Buckinghamfliire, 
whence I fhall go to Oxford, and muft con- 
tinue there till the Seffions. Should your 
lordfhip be in Hampihire any time in Oc- 
tober, and fhoujd it be in aH refpeSiS con- 
venient to you, I will accept this year, with 
great pleafure, the obliging invitation to 
Chilbokon, which I was unfortu^tely pre-* 
vented from accepting laft year. I lament 
the unhappy diiTentions among our great 
men, arid clearly fee the vanity of my.arixi-. 
ous wifli, that they would have played' In 
tune forae time longer in the pdUtlcii con- 
cert. 

TI|e delays about the India judgefhipJiaiTe,' 
/,jr«— V. I. c c 
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it is true^ greatly injured me; but witii my 
patience and affiduity, I could eafily recover' 
' my loft ground. I muft however take the 
liberty' here to allude to a inoft obliging 'let- 
ter of your lordfhip'from Chilbolton, which 
I received fo long ago as laft -November, but 
was prevented from anfwering till you came 
to tow^n. It was inexpreflibly flatter^ing to 
me j -but my intimate knowledge of the na- 
ture of my profeffion, obliges' ine to alTure 
you^ that it requires the 'whole man, and ad- 
mits of no concurrent purfuits ; that, confe- 
quently, I muft either give it up, or it will- 
engrofs me fo much, that I Ihall not for fome- 
years be able to enjoy thefociety of my friends; 
or the fweets of liberty. Whether it be a. 
wife part --lo Jive uncomfortably, in order to 
die wealthy, is another queftion ; but this I' 
know by experience, Xnd have, heard dli: 
praditioners make the fa^e qbfervation, that 
a lawyer who is in earneft^ muft be chained- 
to his chambers and the Ijar for ten or twelve 
years together. In riegard to your lordfhip's' 
indulgent and flattering predidion, that my 
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Eflay on Bailment would be my kft wofk, 
knd thtat for the future, bufmefs and the pub-, 
iic would allow me to write no more, I doubt 
whether it will be accompliihed, whatever 
may be my practice or fituation; for I have 
already prepared' many tra£ts on jurifpru- 
dence; and when I fee the volumes written 
by Lord Coke, whofe annual gains were 
twelve or fourteen thoufand pounds, by Lord 
Bacon, Sir Matthew Hale, and a number of 
judges and chancellors, I cannot think that I 
ihoiild be hurt in my profeffional career, by 
publifhing now and then a law trad: upon 
fome interefting branch of the fcience ; and 
the fcience itfelf is indeed fo complex, that, 
without writing, which is the phain of m^- 
mory^ it is impoflible to remember a thou- 
fandth part of what we read or hear. Since 
it is my wifh therefore to become in time as 
great a lawyer as Sulpicius, I fliall probably 
kave as many volumes of my works, as he 
is faid to have written. As to politics, I 
b^in. to think, that the natural propenfity 
of men to diflent from one another, will pre- 

G G 2 
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vent them, In a corrupt age, from uniting iii 
any laudable defign ; and at prefent I have 
nothing to do but to reji on my oafs^ which 
the' Greek philofophers, I bblieve, called 
\irkcp(i\.v, a word which Cicero appli-es in one 
of his letters to the fame fubjeiSt. 

My beft refpeds to the ladies, for whom 
I would certainly have brought fotne Vir- 
ginia nightingales, if my weftem expedition 
had taken place, fince I was informed by the 
captain, with whom I fhould have failied, 
that they might have been kept in the cabin 
without any danger. 

Mr. JONES to Mr. Baron EYRE. 

DEAR SIR, Oct. 2, 1782. 

I have been in England about 
a fortnight, and was made happy by learn- 
irtg in John Street, that you had long been 
reftored to health from the illnefs %Jiich Con- 
fined you, to my inexpreflible concenl, at 
the time when I fet out for the Continent. 
The caufe of my return is, in few words, 
this ; I ought ta have forefeen, what I neVer- 
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thelefs d^d not expedt, that the fame timidity 
or imbecility, which made my unhappy 
friend declare, that he i^either could noi' 
would go to Virginia without me, would 
matke him declare, when he faw the fails and 
the waves, that he neither would nor could 
go at all. A dread of fome imaginary dan- 
ger fo enervated him, that he kept his bed, 
and wrote me word, that if he ftaid a week 
longer at Nantes, he fhould lofe his reafon 
or liis life. My expoftulations had fbme 
little effect, but there was no dependence, I 
ffiund, on a man who had none, he confefl^ 
'ed, "npon himfelf ; and when I dlfcovered 
¥hat no fliip, with even tolerable accommo- 
.^ttOH, would fail till September, fo that I 
tJbuld not keep my word with my friends in 
E«gland, by returning ifrom America before 
the new y©ar, I came back through Nor- 
mandy ajbout the middle of Auguft, and hav- 
ing a few weeks to fpare, made a very plea- 
fant and improving excurfion into Holland, 
which I traverfed from South to North. The 
detail of my expedition may not perhaps be 
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uneritenainijag to ;you, wherX; I have the 
pleafure o£ converfing with you at leifure; 
and I dm not without hope of enjoying that 
pleafure, if you continue, at RufcombCj be- 
fore the term begins. I ftay here till the 
Seflions are over, and would immediately 
after take my chance of finding you in Berk- 
fhire, but am called upon to keep an pid 
promife of vifiting the Bifhop of St. Afaph 
near Andbver, and mufl fpend a day or two 
with my friend -Poyntz. 1 can eafily.con- 
ceiv£-how little time you can have to write 
letters, yet if you could find a moment to 
let me know how long you propofe to re- 
main in the country, I would not be in your 
neighbourhood vpithout paying my relpeds 
to you, and I would indeed have taken Ruf- 
combe in my way to Oxford, if I had not 
been engaged to make a vifit in Buckingham- 
fhire. As to myfelf, I fiiid fuch diftradion 
among my political friends, that I ihould he, 
glad (if I had no other mbtive) to be fixed in 
India, at the diftance of i6,ooq miles from 
^U their animofities, biit I ^m unhappily 



,aiore .^n.fettled tljgn ever; for %***. wfites 
me word, that he has nothing morie at hegiit 
than i^^ fpen fome fituamn for mein,India> 
What. this means I .know not,. but i^v looks 
like fome new plan, which '>m^y probably 
hang undecided from fqflion to^-feiQion. On 
the whole I greatly fear, that .it yvcQuld have 
heeiL-happy for me, ^and perhaps fcfr millions, 
if- India rhad never exifled,..^pr,, if.we ha;4 
kuownas little jof it, ^s of Japan.* ^ ; h-i^ifom 

Mr. JONES to Lord, ALTHQ|IP. 

MY DEAR LORD, - . Oct. 5, jl782. 

Your friendly letter caughjt 
me ill, Buckinghamfhire, jbefore I came to 
college, ,where I have been for fome days fole 
governor, and almoft fole inhabitant of, Al- 
fred's ,peaceful mapfion, till Mr. Windham 
furprifed me agreeably, by coming with a 
defign of pafling fome time in this acade- 
mical retreat. You, in, the meanwhile, are 
taking healthful and pleafiiig exercife in Nor- 
folk, where Mr. Fox, I underhand, is alfb 
ihootlng partridges ; and you are both ready. 
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n6 dbuDt, to turn your firelotks againft the 
iDutch, 'fh<!>w!d,th«y ttiake thrir appearaftte ifi 
your fields : wlieA I was in Zealand tKey ex- 
peiSed lis, arid if they fland upon the Cere- 
mony fef i3*e firft vifit, we (hall not, I ima- 
gine, meet very foon. 

■Iti regard'to my fexpe(ftation of feeing a 
littJe good attained for our mifoatle coun- 
try, I amtiotapt tO be ianguine, but rather 
inclined to fear the Worft than to expeft thfe 
beft. I rejoice, however, at the dijiruji con- 
ceived' by many honeft men of thofenow in 
power; my opinion is, ihzt power Q\om\A. always 
ht Sijirujltd, in whatever hands it is placed. 
As to America, I ^know not what **«'^** 
thinks : ■but this I know, that the fturdy tranfat- 
iatitic yeomanry wiH neither be dragobtied nor 
bamboozled out of their liberty. His princi- 
ples in regjird to our internal government are, 
Uftlefs I am deluded by his profeffions, fuch 
as my reafon approves, and which is better, 
fuch as I know to be approved in clear terms 
by our recorded conftitutlon. The friends Of 
***** were too monarchical, and thofe of 
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^*** far too ariftocratical for me ; and If k 
"wete poffible to fee an adminiftrationtoo de- 
mocraticai, I Ihould -equally diflifce it . There 
mull: be a mixture of all the powers,' in due 
proportions weighed and mcafured by the 
laws, or the nation cannot exift without 
mifery orfhame. I may write all this con- 
'iiftently with good manners and -with fri«nd- 
ftip, becaufe 1 know the excellence of yoitr 
tinderftanding and fouhdriefs of your- prin- 
ciples J and independently of my prefump- 
tion that all your anions muft be wife anal 
juft, I fee and applaud the motire whidi 
muft have induced you to refign an office, 
which ^you were not at firft much inclined to 
accept. I am confident alfo, that yem woiaM 
as little endure a Swedifh monarchy y as a Ve- 
netian ari/iocracy. I enclofe a little jeu 
d^eJprU * which I wrote at Paris. It was 

* The Jeu d^es'pril inientioneJ here, is ihe dialogue 
between a Farmer and Country Gentleman on the Priiir. 
ciples of Government. In Dr. Towers' Tract on the 
nights , qf Juries, the follavving passage relating to k 
occurs : 

" After a Bill of Indictment had been found against 
'* the Pean of St. Asaph, for the publication of the 
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prfiited inhere by a foclety, wJi,o, If y thef^ 
will fleer clear of party, will do more good 
.to Britain, than all the philofophers and an- 
tiquaries of Somerfet Houfe. B.ut to fpeak 
the truth, I greatly doubt, whefher; they, or 
any other men in this cQuntry, can do it fub- 
flantial good. The nation, as Demofi:Jieii|.s 
faidj will he fed like a confumptive patient, 
with chicken-broth and panada, which will 
neither fufFer him. to expire, nor keep him 
wholly alive. As to myfelf, if my friends 
are ri^lved to aflail one another, inftead, of 
concurring in any great and laudablq effort 
for the, general fafety, I have no courfe left, 
but' to adl and fpeak rightly to the beft of my 
underftanding ; but I have an additional 
motiv-e for wifhing to. obtain an office i^ 
India, whefe I might have fome profpe6t of 
contributing to the happinefs of millions, or 

" edition ■which was printed in Wales, Sir William 
" Jones sent a letter to Lord Kenyon, then Chief Jus- 
" tice of Chester, in which he avowed himself to be the 
" author of the dialogue, and maintained that every po- 
*' sition in it was strictly conformable to the laws and 
" constitution of England." p. in. 



at leaft of alleviating their rolfefy, and ferv* 
ing my- country efftntially, whilftl btftefitgd 
my feHow-creat;ures. . . . , 

When the feffions are over, I fhall haften 
to Chilbolton, ^nd perforiji an old promift 
of paffing a few days with the beft of Pifhopsj 
after which I fhall take Midgham, and Baroii. 
Eyre's at Rufeombe, in iny way to London, 
where I muffc be at the beginning of the 
term. A ^Perfian bp-ok, is jufl: printed here, 
faid to have been compofed by Tamerlane^ 
who confefles, that he governed men by four 
great arts, bribing, diyidjin.g, amufing^ and 
keeping in. fuf fence. How far it may be an 
object with modern Tamerknes, pr fukans 
of India, to govern me, I cannot tell?. but 
as I cannot be brib£d, without lofing my 
fenfes, nor diyided, without lofmg my life, 
I will neither be amufed, nor kept long in 
fufpence-, and indeed,' I have fo high an opi- 
nion of Lord Afhburton, who never pro- 

y 

feffes more th^n he means, that I do not fuf= 
peft any artifice in that bufinefs. 
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Mr. JONES to Lady SPENCER. 

MADAM Clliiboitm, Oct. 21, 1182. 

'• Though I wrefte fo lately to 

■yoar Ladyfhip, and dannot hope by any 
thiiig I can now fay to make amends for the 
^ulnefs of my lall letter ; yet, asfomeofthe 
ladies here are this moment writing to St. 
James's Pkce, I cannot prevail on liiyfefflf to 
<JccIine joining fo agreeable a party, x^^e- 
ciaHy as the very favourable accourits which 
were laft flight received of Lord Spencer's 
liealtii have given mfe fpirits, and made nie 
eager to offer my iincere congratuiaticms. 
Yes; I rejoice with the trueft firtcerrty, that 
Hs Lordfhip's health is fo likely to be re- 
eftabJifhed, for I cannot name a man of rank 
in the tiation, in whofe health the pubMc and 
a!I jsnankind, as wdi as his family afld friends, 
are more truly interefted. I have pafled my 
"time/^t Chilbolton fo agreeably, that ten 
days have appeared like one ; and it gives me 
r.oncern that the near approach of the term 
will oblige me to leave fo charming and Im.-^, 



proving a foclefy at the end of this week: 
after which I fhall hope to fifld my friends at 
Midgham ,in perfe^ health; and then fareweU, 
a long farewell to all my rational and intereft- 
ing pleafures, which muft be fucceeded, by the 
drudgery of drawing bills in equity, fhe toil 
of anfwering cafes, the fquabbles of the bar, 
and the more vexatious diflentions and con- 
flicts of the political world, which ^ vainly 
deprecated, and now as vainly defjiore. How 
happy would it be, ' if ftatefmen had more 
fnu^c in their fovls^ and could bring them- 
felves to confider, that what harmony is in 
a concert, fuch is union in a ftate ; but in 
the great prcheftra of politics, I find fo many 
muficians out of humour, and inftruments 
out of tune, that I am more tormented by 
fuch diflbnance than the man in Hogarth's 
print, and am more defirous than ever of 
being trahfported to the diftance of five 
thoufand leagues from all this fatal difc9rd. 
Without a metaphor, I lament with angAiifli 
the bitternefs and knimofity with which 
fom^ of my friends have befen afiaiUng 
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ethers J as if empty altercation could be ihs 
means of procuring any good to this aiBi£led 
country. I findmyfelf in more iilftances 
than one, like poor Petrarch, wifhing to pafs 
ffiy days , <•; 

Fra' magnahimi pochi ; a chi '1 heii piace, 
Di lor chi~m' assecura ? 77 

lo vo gridando pace, pace, pace. 

— b,ut-I fliall not be.he^rd, and.muft cpnfole. 
myfelf with the pleafing hope, that your 
Ladyfhip, and the few friends of virtue 
and humanity, will agree in this fentiment 
with, &c. 

William Jonesv 

^rom th? Duchefs of DEVONSHIRE to 
Mr. J.ONES. , 

Plimton, Oct. 2^, USSw 
MY DEAR MR. JONESj 

I am very happy that th^ 

fear of lofmg a privilege, which you are fo- 

'good as to fay is precious to you, has induced' 

you to write to me, for I afTure you, that 

your letters give me very great pleafure, and 
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that they, as well as the few times in which 
we meet, make me regret very much, that 
the turn of your public engagements take 
you fo much from focieties where you are 
wifhed for. 

I agree with you, that the political world 
is ftrangely torn. If you had been in par- 
liament at this crifis, you would have felt 
yourfelf in an uncomfortable fituation, I 
confefs ; but I canriot think, that with the 
good Whig principles you are blefled with, 
private friendfhips or connexions would 
have prevailed on you to remain filent or iti» 
active, 

Chi vuol Catone amico, 
Facilmente I'avra : Sia fido a Roma. 

This I think would have been the teft d£ 
your political friendfhip. 

I am rejoiced that there is a chance of 
your returning to poetry. I had a very 
valuably prefent made me by Dr. Blagden, 
phyfician to the carnp, of your ode in imi- 
tation of Calliftratus. I wifli I underftood 
Greek, that I might read fomething Mr, Pa- 
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radife has written at the top of it. I -will 
attempt' tp copy k ; aind aftef the various 
charaflers I have^ in days of yore, feen yois 
decipher, I will not defpak of your making 
out Greek, though written by me. 

At XaptTEf, teuev©* ti ^«?£^]/ 07r£p xxi ■z3-£9'£ in 

I fhall exped to fee the poem fomething 
fooner than the reft of your friends ; and I 
affufe you, the having fo feldom the pleafure 
of meeting you, does not dimiriifli the fin- 
cerity, with whigh I fhall ever retain that 
title. — If you are ftill at Chilbolton, pray 
give my love to the family there, and tell 
Mifs Shipley to write to me. 

My feal is a talifman, which if you can 
fend me the explanation of, I fhall be much 

obliged to you. 

* *- * * * * 

In the beginning of 1783, Mr. Jones pub- 
lifhed his tranllation of the feven Arabian 

* The Graces, seeking a shrine that would nevet 
jkcay, found the soul o^ Jones, 
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poems, which he had finifhed in 1781. It 
was hl§ intention to have prefixed to this 
Ay6rk, a difcourfe on the antiquity of the 
Arabian language and cha:fa(flersj on the 
manners of the Arabs in the age immediately 
preceding .that of Mohammed, and Other in- 
tereftingtUnformation refpefting the poems, 
and the lives of the authors, with a critical 
hiftory of their works } but he, could not 
command fufficient leifure for the executioft 
of it. Some of the fubjefts intended for 
this diflertation, appeared in a difcourfe on 
the Arabs, which he compofed fome years 
afterwards, and from the manner in which it 
was written, it is impoflible not to regret the 
irrecoverable lofs of the larger difcuffion which 
he originally propofed. The pOems jjrefent 
us with a curious fpecimen of the manners 
of the natives of Arabia^ and on this account, 
ftiuft be particularly interefting to thofe, who 
confider the ftudy of human nature in all its 
varieties, as an inftruSive fubje(ft of contem- 
plation. " They exhibit (to ufe the words 
of Mr. Jones) •* an exad pidure of the vir- 

lJfe—\. I. DD 
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" tues and vices of the Atabs In the age of 
" the fevet poets, their wifdom and their 
*' folly, and fhew What may be 'canftatitly 
*' expe<5:ed from men of open hearts, and 
" boiling palfions, with no law to control, 
" and little religion to reftrain them." 

The period was now arrived, when Mr. 
Jones had the happincfs to gain the accom- 
plifhment of his moft anxious wifhes. In 
March 1783, during the adminiftration of 
Lord Shelburne, he was appointed a judge 
of the fupreme court of judicature at Fort- 
william, at Bengal, on which occafion the 
honour of knighthood was conferred upon 
him; and, in the April following, he mar- 
ried 4nna Maria Shipley, the eldefl: daughter 
of the Bilhop of St. Afaph. I have remarked 
the early impreffion made upon the affedions 
of Sir William Jones by this lady, and the 
honourable determination which he formed 
upon that occafion, and if I fhould have fuc- 
ceeded in imparting to my readers any por- 
tion of that intereft, which I feel in his peiy 
fonal concerns, they will fee him with pleafure 
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teeeivlng the fawaifcis of principle and affec^ 
tlon. 

The fiirtidp ot St; Afaph, of whofe re-^ 
fpedtable chafaaer and highly litefary repu- 
tation it is unneceflary to remind the piiblic, 
pofJefled tod enlightened an Undei'ftanding 
not to appreciate the early diftingiiifhed ta- 
lents and virtues of Sir William Jones, and 
their Friendfliip was cemented hy an Union 
of political principles, and the zealous admir- 
ation each felt fbr the conftitution of theii* 
country. The Bifhop, iti thfe choice of a 
fbn-in-law, had every reafon to indulge th6 
pleafing hope that life had confulted, as far 
ashUmati forefight can iextend, the happihefs 
of his beloved daughter; not were his e±- 
ped:ations difap'pointed. 

Fot his appointment to India, Mr. Jones 
wa.s indebted to the firirendfhip of Lord Afh- 
burton: in Oddber 1782, I find a lettet 
from his Lordlhip to Mn Jones, with th^ 
following words : " You will give rtie credit 
" for not being indifferent about th^ imporc- 
" ant ftake ftill left in India, or your pafti- 

D S3 2 
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" cular intereft in it, in which I confider 
** that of the public fo materially involved." 
The intelligence of his fuccefs vvras Commu- 
nicated to Mr. Jones, in the folio wing, letter 
of congratulation, to which I fubjoin one 
from the celebrated Franklin on the fame oc- 
cafion. 

MY DEAR SIR, March Z, 1783. 

It is with little lefs fatisfadion 
to myfelf than it can give you, that I fend 
you the inclofed, and I do aflure yon there 
are few events, in which I could have felt fo 
fenfible a mortificjation, as in that of your 
finally miiling this favourite objeft. The 
weather fuggefts to me as no flight topic of 
congratulation, your being relieved from fuch 
a journey, and under fuch circumftaijces, as 
your laft favour intimates you had in contem- 
platioh for Wednefday; but when I confider 
this appointment as fecuring to you at once, 
two of the firft objedts of human purfuit, 
thofe of ambition and love, I ftel it a fub- 
]tQ. of very ferious and cordial congratula- 



405 ^ 

tion, which I defire you to accept, and to 
convey accordingly. 

I am, with every good wifli, dear Sir, 
Your faithful humble fervant, 

ASHBURTON. 

DEAR FRIEND, 

Passjf, March 17, 1783. 
I duly received your obliging 
letter of Nov. 1 5. You will have fince 
learnt how much I was then and have been 
continually engaged in public affairs, and 
your goodnefs will excufe my not having an- 
fwered it fooner. You announced your in- 
tended marriage with my much refpefted 
friend Mifs Anna Maria, which I affure you 
gave me great pleafure, as I cannot conceive 
a match more likely to be happy, from the 
amiable qualities each of you poffefs fo 
plentifully. You mention its taking place as 
foon as a prudent attention to worldly in- 
terefls would permit. I juft now learn from 
Mr. Hodgfon, that you are appointed to an 
honourable and profitable place in the Indies; 
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r 

fo I exped now faon to hear pf the 
and to receive the profile. With the good 
Eiftioji's periniffion, I will joir^ my blgfling 
with his ; addipg my wifhes t)iat you may 
return from that corrupting country, with a 
great deal pf money honeftly acquired, and 
with full as much virtue as you c^rry out 
^yith you, 

The engraving of my medal, which you 
know was projeded before the peace, is but 
juft finifhpd. None are yet ftrucl^ in hard 
metal, hut will in a few days. In the mean 
time, having thi^ good opportunity by Mr, 
Penn, I find you one of the Epreuves. You 
will fee th^t I have profited by fpme of youi? 
i^eas, and adopted |he mottos you were fo 
Hind as to furnifh, 

I am at prefent quite recoverad from my 
Ute illnefs, and flatter myfelf that I may in 
the enfuing fummer be able to undertake at 
trip to England, for the pleafure of feeing 
once more my dear friends there, among 
whqrn the Bifhop and his family ftand fpr§' 
moil in my eftiai^tion &nd affe^oji. 
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I tharf? you for your good wifhes reipodl- 
ing me. Mine for your welfare and profpe- 
rity are not lefs earneft and fmcere ; being 
with great truth, dear Sir, 

Ypur affedtionate friend, 

and moft obedient fervant, 

Benjamin Franklin. 

****** 

I have nientioned the literary produdloni 
ef 3ir William Jones in the order in which 
they were publifhed. I obferve however 
two compofitions which had efcaped my 
attention; an abridged Hiftory of the Life 
of Nadir Shah, in Englifh, and a Hiftory 
of, the Perfian Languaj^, intended to be pre- 
fixed to the firft edition of his Perfian 
Grammar*. 

* The reader will peruse with pleasure the foUowitag 
lines from the Arabic, written by Sir William Jones, in 
1783, and ad^essed to Lady Jones. 

While sad suspense and chill delay 
Bereave my wounded soul of rest, 

JiJew hopes, new fearsj from day to day, 
By turns assgU my lab'ring breast. 



^" 1? BS&ti aa r,>»< v»tH--H'-:>fit h [i^:;,,-^ 



